
 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 1 

 GOVERNMENT 
 OF 
 THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
 
 + + + + + 
 
 ZONING COMMISSION 
 
 + + + + + 
 
 PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 
-----------------------------: 
IN THE MATTER OF:            : 
                             : 
HOFFMAN-STRUEVER WATERFRONT, : Case No.       
LLC - SECOND STAGE PUD @     : 11-03A 
SOUTHWEST WATERFRONT, SQUARES: 
390, 391, 473, AND ADJACENT  : 
RIPARIAN AREAS               : 
                             : 
-----------------------------: 
 
                      Monday, July 2, 2012 
 
                      Hearing Room 220 South 
                      441 4th Street, N.W. 
                      Washington, D.C. 
 
            The Public Hearing of Case No. 
11-03A by the District of Columbia Zoning 
Commission convened at 6:30 p.m. in the Jerrily 
R. Kress Memorial Hearing Room at 441 4th Street, 
N.W., Washington, D.C., 20001, Anthony J. Hood, 
Chairman, presiding. 
 
ZONING COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
      ANTHONY J. HOOD, Chairman 
      MARCIE COHEN, Vice Chair 
      MICHAEL G. TURNBULL, FAIA,      
        Commissioner (OAC) 
      PETER MAY, Commissioner (NPS) 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 2 

 
OFFICE OF ZONING STAFF PRESENT: 
 
      SHARON S. SCHELLIN, Secretary 
 
OFFICE OF PLANNING STAFF PRESENT: 
 
      JENNIFER STEINGASSER, Deputy Director, 
         Development Review & Historic  
         Preservation 
      JOEL LAWSON 
      MATT JESICK 
       
DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION STAFF 
PRESENT: 
  
 SAMUEL ZIMBABWE 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       The transcript constitutes the minutes 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 3 

from the Public Hearing held on July 2, 2012. 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 4 

 T-A-B-L-E  O-F  C-O-N-T-E-N-T-S 
 
 
Call to Order .............................. 4 
Preliminary Matters ........................ 8 
 Party status ......................... 8 
 Expert witnesses .................... 23 
Opening Statement of Applicant, Norman M.  
Glasgow, Jr. Holland & Knight ............. 32 
Presentation of Applicant's Case 
Shawn Seaman, Project Director for 
Hoffman-Struever Waterfront on the Southwest 
Waterfront ................................ 38 
Hilary Bertsch, EE&K Perkins Eastman ...... 45 
Rob Sloop from Moffatt and Nichol ......... 80 
Austin Flajser of Carr Hospitality ........ 42 
Bahram Kamali, architect BBG-BBGM ......... 57 
Omar Calderon Perkins Eastman Architects .. 47 
Rob Schiesel. Gorove/Slade ............... 136 
Report of Office of Planning, Mr. Jesick . 151 
Report of DDOT, Mr.  Zimbabwe ............ 152 
ANC 6D Report Chairman Litsky, ANC 6D .... 156 
 
Persons in Support 
Dan Waldrop, Capital Yacht Club .......... 169 
Richard Wesbrook ......................... 170 
 
Persons in Opposition 
Jason Kopp, President of the Gangplank 
Slipholders Association .................. 176 
Organization and persons in Opposition 
Commissioner Ron McBee, ANC6D03 .......... 177 
Christopher Snow ......................... 181 
Philip Johnson ........................... 185 
Gene Solon ............................... 189 
Scott Berg ............................... 193 
Robert Doty .............................. 197 
Quentin Borges Silva ..................... 199 
Benisse Lester ........................... 217 
Michael McDonald ......................... 220 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 5 

P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 

 6:38 p.m. 2 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Good 3 

evening, ladies and gentleman. This is a Public 4 

Hearing of the Zoning Commission for the 5 

District of Columbia for Monday, July 2nd, 2012. 6 

  My name is Anthony Hood. Joining me 7 

this evening are Vice Chair Cohen, Commissioner 8 

May and Commissioner Turnbull. 9 

  We're also joined by the Office of 10 

Zoning staff Ms. Sharon Schellin, Office of 11 

Planning Ms. Steingasser, Mr. Lawson, Mr. Jesick 12 

and the District Department of Transportation 13 

Mr. Zimbabwe. 14 

  Okay.  This proceeding is being 15 

recorded by a court reporter, it's also webcast 16 

live. Accordingly, we must ask you to refrain 17 

from any disruptive noises or actions in the 18 

hearing room. 19 

  The subject of this evening's 20 

hearing is Zoning Commission Case No. 11-038. 21 

 This is a request by Hoffman-Struever for 22 
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approval of a second-stage PUD for property 1 

located in the Southwest Waterfront on the site 2 

generally bounded by the Washington Channel and 3 

Main Avenue between 11th Street on the west and 4 

6th Street on the east.  Tonight's hearing 5 

addresses Parcel 3 and other related spaces. 6 

  Notice of today's hearing was 7 

published in the D.C. Register  on February 17, 8 

2012 and copies of that announcement are 9 

available to my left on the wall near the door. 10 

  The hearing will be conducted in 11 

accordance with the provisions of 11 DCMR 30.22 12 

as follows: 13 

  Preliminary matters; 14 

  Applicant's case; 15 

  Report of the Office of Planning; 16 

  Report of other government 17 

agencies; 18 

  If any, report of Advisory 19 

Neighborhood Commission 6D; 20 

  Organizations and persons in 21 

support; 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 7 

  Organizations and persons in 1 

opposition; 2 

  Rebuttal and closing by the 3 

Applicant. 4 

  The following time constraints will 5 

be maintained in this meeting: 6 

  The Applicant 60 minutes; 7 

  Organizations five minutes; 8 

  Individuals three minutes. 9 

  The Commission intends to adhere to 10 

the time limits as strictly as possible to hear 11 

the case in a reasonable period of time. 12 

  Upon coming forward to speak to the 13 

Commission, please give both cards to the 14 

reporter sitting to my right before taking a 15 

seat at the table. 16 

  The decision of the Commission in 17 

this case must be based exclusively on the public 18 

record.  To avoid any appearance to the 19 

contrary, the Commissions requests that persons 20 

present not engage the Members of the Commission 21 

in conversation during any recess or at anytime. 22 
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In addition, there should be no direct contact 1 

whatsoever with a Commissioner Member 2 

concerning this matter, be it written, 3 

electronic or by telephone. Any materials 4 

received directly by a Commissioner will be 5 

discarded without being read and any calls will 6 

be ignored. 7 

  The staff will be available through 8 

the hearing to discuss procedural questions. 9 

  Please turn off all beeper and cell 10 

phones so as not to disrupt these proceedings. 11 

  Would all individuals wishing to 12 

testify, please rise to take the oath.  Ms. 13 

Schellin, would you please administer the oath? 14 

  (Witnesses sworn). 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So let's get right 16 

into it.  Do we have any preliminary matters? 17 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Yes, sir. We have a 18 

couple of party status requests and then there 19 

are some expert witnesses that are being 20 

proffered. 21 

  Staff would advise that we have 22 
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received the Affidavit of Maintenance. It was 1 

in order. 2 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you, 3 

Ms. Schellin. 4 

  Commissioners, let's go right into 5 

the party status.  Let's look at Exhibit 15.  6 

This is Tom Des Jardins, Chairman of the Board 7 

of Trustees, Capital Yacht Club.  In his exhibit 8 

he explains he thinks he should be party status. 9 

  Let me open it up for any comments 10 

on his request. 11 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Chairman Hood, I 12 

thought for some reason he wanted it for the 13 

12th.  Yes. I'm getting nods from the Applicant. 14 

 I think that one we should hold on until next 15 

week. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  I'm sorry. 17 

 I'm sorry.  I thought we were to hold on to 18 

this one for this week, but it's next week.  19 

Okay.  All right.  Disregard Exhibit 15, and 20 

let's bring it back next week. 21 

  Let me ask this, Ms. Schellin:  As 22 
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I was reviewing I saw a form 150 Motion/Request. 1 

Apparently this was not -- the filing time was 2 

after, waive 14 day advance filing as a party. 3 

 That's the first request, I believe, correct? 4 

 Seven Seas is asking us to waive the 14 day 5 

advance filing as a party, is that what they 6 

requested 7 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Yes. They did file 8 

for the first hearing and I think they thought 9 

that was the only party status request they had 10 

to request even though the public hearing notice 11 

states four different status.  So, I think that 12 

they filed their first one thinking that was 13 

all they needed to do. 14 

  So, when they needed to file for 15 

tonight they had to file their request for the 16 

late -- 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  All right. 18 

 Commissioners, understanding that issue, I 19 

would be incline of waiving our 14 day rule 20 

because of misunderstanding as the way this 21 

process was proceeding. So, any objection?  22 
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Okay.  So we're waiving the rule to accept this 1 

request, this application for party status. 2 

  Furthermore, let's go into whether 3 

or not we want to grant party status to Seven 4 

Seas Cruising Association in this particular 5 

case, 11-03A.  Open it up for comments. 6 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  We received 7 

something additional on this, right?  Sorry. 8 

I'm just looking at that now, you know for the 9 

first time. 10 

  MR. GLASGOW:  And, Mr. Chairman, 11 

the Applicant would like to address that 12 

depending upon the Commission's deliberations. 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You said the first 14 

one they tried to do was for the 12th of July? 15 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Yes, sir. The Yacht 16 

Club, yes. 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Yes.  18 

Commissioner May is right, we did receive some 19 

additional information which talks about the 20 

constitutionality, the Supreme Court and some 21 

other case law.   22 
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  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I'm just waiting 1 

for you all.  Everybody's ready?  Okay.  You 2 

like to start us off, anybody? 3 

  Okay.  I am not inclined to grant 4 

party status. I think that the issues that are 5 

raised: If I look at 2 where it talks about all 6 

the constitution articles, the section and what 7 

powers, I just don't think they've made a 8 

persuasive case.  I think that they could again 9 

testify in this case, as they've done 10 

previously.  And I just don't see when I look 11 

at 5 and 6, even though I know the way they 12 

answered numbered 2 about the interest that they 13 

had, and I don't see anywhere where they're 14 

uniquely effected. 15 

  I think that their argument is about 16 

what's being provided in this particular 17 

project, and that's just where I stand on this. 18 

 I don't think that the application rises to 19 

the occasion where they're any differently 20 

effected than anyone else.  It's just a matter 21 

of what's being provided by this particular 22 
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Applicant; and that whole issue will be going 1 

up and down.  So, I would not be in favor of 2 

granting party status. 3 

  Anyone else? 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Mr. Chairman, 5 

you know I think it was pretty clear when the 6 

last time we considered this application that 7 

they're talking about issues that are beyond 8 

our domain.  And then what was submitted tonight 9 

actually reenforces that fact and cites the fact 10 

that all of this stuff is a matter of federal 11 

law and not local law. 12 

  I mean, we cannot authorize 13 

something that constricts the navigational 14 

waters; it has to be authorized by the Congress. 15 

 So, as far as we know, that's being done.  16 

Whether it is or isn't, even if we said it was 17 

okay to do it, they wouldn't be able to do it 18 

unless the Congress said they could. So, I just 19 

don't see where our decision making plays a role. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Anybody 21 

else want to comment?  Yes, Commissioner 22 
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Turnbull? 1 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yes, Mr. 2 

Chair, I would agree.  I think we're clearly 3 

covered looking at the Zoning Regulations for 4 

those waterfront property, those PUD and the 5 

impacts on the neighborhood and the city.  And 6 

I think that we have obviously, we're going to 7 

give it all our due diligence in looking at the 8 

impact of these structures on the waterfront, 9 

but strictly from a Zoning Regulation review.  10 

  So, I think Commissioner May is 11 

correctly right:  I mean the waterway are 12 

something beyond our review.  But I think we 13 

have enough to handle just with the property 14 

itself. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Any other 16 

comments? 17 

  Okay.  I would move that we deny-- 18 

Mr. Glasgow, you wanted to make some comments? 19 

  MR. GLASGOW:  No, sir. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You want to 21 

advocate or -- you said after when we finish. 22 
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  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes, sir. Advocate 1 

denial. 2 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, okay.  All 3 

right.  I'm going to move that we deny Seven 4 

Seas Cruising Association party status in this 5 

case, which is 11-03A with the fact that they 6 

will be able to testify as an organization in 7 

opposition. 8 

  Okay.  So it's been moved and -- oh, 9 

I'm sorry.  Can I get a second? 10 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  I second. 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  It's been 12 

moved and properly second.  Any further 13 

discussion? 14 

  All those in favor aye. 15 

  ALL:  Aye. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Not hearing any 17 

opposition, Ms. Schellin, would you record the 18 

vote? 19 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Staff records the 20 

vote four-to-zero-to-one to deny party status 21 

in opposition to the Seven Seas Cruising 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 16 

Association. 1 

  Commissioner Hood moving.  2 

Commissioner Cohen seconding. Commissioners 3 

Turnbull and May in support.  Third Mayoral 4 

Appointee position vacant, not voting. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  6 

Commissioners, our next request is Exhibit 48 7 

was from the Gangplank Slipholders Association. 8 

 Again, we need to have a waiver.  I think this 9 

falls in the same category and they're asking 10 

for a waiver about the time line deadline.  11 

Again, I would say the same that I did for the 12 

previous request is that due to the significance 13 

of the way we're proceeding, I can understand 14 

how that could be misinterpreted on how to file. 15 

So, I would suggest that we by consensus accept 16 

this application for party status.    17 

  Any objection? 18 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  No. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  No 20 

objection. 21 

  Here we have before us the 22 
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application from the GSA, Gangplank Slipholders 1 

Association that requests as a party in 2 

opposition, President Kopp. Let me open it up 3 

for comments. 4 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Mr. Chair, 5 

I would agree with this.  I think as in the 6 

previous, I think they have a vested interest 7 

in the project, and I think they've clearly shown 8 

that. 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Any other comments? 10 

  Okay.  Would somebody like to make 11 

a motion? 12 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Mr. Chair, 13 

I would like to move that we accept the party 14 

status for GPSA, and look for a second. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  It's been 16 

moved and properly seconded.  Any further 17 

discussion? 18 

  All those in favor? 19 

  ALL:  Aye. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Any opposition?  21 

So, staff, would you record the vote? 22 
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  MS. SCHELLIN:  Staff records the 1 

vote four-to-zero-to-one to grant party status 2 

in opposition to the Gangplank Slipholders 3 

Association. 4 

  Commissioner Turnbull moving.  5 

Commissioner Cohen seconding. Commissioners 6 

Hood and May in support.  Third Mayoral 7 

Appointee position vacant, not voting.   8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  I have one 9 

more request I know, but let me see what I did 10 

with it.  Yes.  Okay.  Here it is. 11 

  Okay.  Again, I think this falls in 12 

the same category as previously, I believe. The 13 

request mentioned Mr. Solon, or mentions how 14 

he tried to fax it, was unable to do so with 15 

CTO, and it goes on.  I don't want to read all 16 

that. 17 

  And I would by general consensus say 18 

that we grant also -- 19 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Mr. Chairman, I would 20 

like to comment on that, on Mr. Solon's because 21 

I think that they're -- because of the way that 22 
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the case has been notice, separate parcels, Mr. 1 

Solon's building that he lives in is more than 2 

2,000 feet away from the site that we are dealing 3 

with tonight. He lives within 200 feet of one 4 

of the parcels that's going to be discussed in 5 

a later hearing, but not this parcel.  And I 6 

have plats that depict that.  Because we have 7 

a waterfront, as I the Commission is well aware, 8 

I think it's about three-quarters of a mile long. 9 

And in breaking it up, there have been 10 

discussions previously  that we would be 11 

looking at these separate parcels individually. 12 

 And I think that just living within 200 feet 13 

of any of the parcels anywhere would not give 14 

party status to all of the different hearings 15 

that we're having. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I hadn't really 17 

gotten to that part yet, Mr. Glasgow. 18 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  What I was going to 20 

do first was deal with the 14 waiver issue, like 21 

I did with all the rest.  And also go to my 22 
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colleagues, and we're going to look at his 1 

request.  And then I was going to come to you. 2 

  But since we came to you first, maybe 3 

I should take it in reverse order.  Now let's 4 

deal with the request that didn't really deal 5 

with the 14 days -- let's deal with the 14 days 6 

first. 7 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes, I agree 8 

with that. 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  By general 10 

consensus?  Okay.   11 

  Now let's go to the application 12 

request, and we've heard already from Mr. 13 

Glasgow who has mentioned about the 200 feet 14 

issue on which Mr. Solon said that he -- 15 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  He said 16 

he's under. 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Yes.  He said he's 18 

under 200 feet, but again maybe not to this 19 

parcel.  But anyway -- 20 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Which parcel? 21 

  MR. GLASGOW:  It's the one at the 22 
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far southern part. 1 

  Where's our overall?  It's Parcel 2 

11 and the Waterfront Park. 3 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  That's the last 4 

hearing. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  But when you look 6 

at the application for me, I'm looking at this 7 

application and I'm going to judge on this. 8 

  If you look at 5 and 6, he says -- 9 

well, honestly I couldn't find where 6 is even 10 

written, but he says "Our lovely safe waterway 11 

will be spoiled by pure extension and be made 12 

less safe for boaters."  I don't know to what 13 

magnitude that rises, Mr. Solon, for Mr. Solon 14 

to be a party. And if somebody could point me 15 

to 6, maybe I'll just -- 16 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  I'd just remind 17 

everyone that at Exhibit 53 he did supplement 18 

his party status request, so he did provide some 19 

additional information in Exhibit 53, which you 20 

received this evening. 21 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.   22 
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  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Is that only 1 

page?  Because he only answers one -- I only 2 

have one question answered here. 3 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Exhibit 53 the 4 

supplement? 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes.  Is it only 6 

a one page fax? 7 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yes. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Mr. Solon seems 9 

to be shaking his head indicating there are 10 

additional pages. 11 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  I can go check on 12 

that. 13 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.   14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Again, this was 15 

received today -- oh, no. This was faxed.  Okay. 16 

 All right.  That was the issue, I believe.  17 

He supplemented this. 18 

  I still don't see the uniqueness 19 

even with this submission that we received this 20 

evening. I would not be supporting Mr. Solon's 21 

request for party status.  As he knows and he's 22 
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been coming in here a long time, he knows that 1 

we can hear him when we get to organizations 2 

or persons in opposition. So, I don't think his 3 

application rises to the test, and especially 4 

from what I see here, even with the supplement. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Mr. Chairman, I 6 

would just rather wait and see the rest of the 7 

supplement if there is anything more to it before 8 

we decide. 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I thought we said 10 

this was the only page.  She was just going to 11 

see if it was something additional. 12 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Right. And if 13 

there is something in addition, then I'd like 14 

to see it. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Is there anything 16 

additional?  Okay.   17 

  Believe it or not, we do take our 18 

time even when you don't have power and 19 

everything else to do readings on the weekends. 20 

 So it would be good if we could get these 21 

requests in. 22 
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  I understand what happened in this 1 

case, but we're really taking our time, and while 2 

people may not think so, we take our time and 3 

look through the submissions so we won't have 4 

to waste everybody's time here doing this. 5 

  For the sake of my last statement, 6 

let me just do this. Let's look at the proffered 7 

witnesses right quick.   8 

  Mr. Glasgow, who do you have that 9 

you'd like to proffer? 10 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Mr. Chairman, with 11 

respect to the expert witnesses, let me get my 12 

sheet in front of me so I don't miss anybody. 13 

   CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Let me just say, let 14 

me find out who you're going to proffer you're 15 

first so we have someone who was previously 16 

accepted. 17 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes, yes. 18 

  We have Hilary Bertsch and Omar 19 

Calderon of EE&K Perkins Eastman.  They are 20 

master planners and architects for Parcels 2 21 

and 3A. Their rèsumès should have been on your 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 25 

system. 1 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  I don't 2 

think so. 3 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Hold on. Did you 4 

name the person?  What is the name of the 5 

architect? 6 

  MR. GLASGOW:  There are two people 7 

that I named. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.   9 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Hilary Bertsch, 10 

B-U-R-T-S-C-H and Omar Calderon. 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Well, you 12 

know, sometimes kind of save time doesn't do 13 

well at well.  So, we'll just hold off on this 14 

and let's deal with this. 15 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Okay.   16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Again, the second 17 

part goes back to the same thing that we have 18 

pretty much, my earlier statements about denying 19 

party status for Mr. Solon is what I'm still 20 

saying, even after seeing this second two of 21 

two. 22 
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  Any other comments? 1 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  No, I don't see 2 

anything in the supplemental that makes the case 3 

for party status. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  The only think that 5 

he answered was number 5, and I want to be fair 6 

he says number 6 is N/A, which I think is crucial 7 

to answer.  But he also says also neighbors, 8 

especially senior citizens, have expressed 9 

concern about impeding increases in noise and 10 

air pollution stemming from planned increased 11 

and land and water traffic. 12 

  And I don't see where he's any 13 

uniquely effected than anyone else in this area 14 

for this proposed project. 15 

  So, I would again move to deny Gene 16 

Solon party status as an opponent in 11-03A and 17 

ask for a second. 18 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Second. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  It's been moved and 20 

properly second. 21 

  Any further discussion? 22 
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  All those in favor? 1 

  ALL:  Aye. 2 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Any opposition?   3 

  So, the staff, would you record the 4 

vote? 5 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  The staff records 6 

the vote four-to-zero-to-one to deny party 7 

status in opposition to Gene Solon. 8 

  Commissioner Hood moving. 9 

Commissioner Turnbull seconding.  10 

Commissioners Cohen and May in support of 11 

denial.  Third Mayoral Appointee position 12 

vacant, not voting.   13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  See what 14 

happens when you take things out of order?  You 15 

get all messed up anyway. 16 

  Mr. Glasgow, let's go with the ones 17 

that have been proffered, experts previously 18 

that you know of. Let's start with those.   19 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Start with the 20 

previous ones.  All right. 21 

  We have Robert Schiesel of 22 
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Gorove/Slade Associates here this evening. 1 

  Robert Sloop of Moffatt and Nichol, 2 

maritime engineer. 3 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  We didn't accept 4 

him last time as an expert, did we?   5 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes, sir. 6 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  I think last 7 

Thursday, which was before this was written. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, okay. 9 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  I mean, after this 10 

was written. 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I still thought we 12 

didn't accept him.  Okay.  We may have. Okay. 13 

   Who else? Anyone else? 14 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Those were the two 15 

that were previously that are here tonight that 16 

were previously accepted as experts. 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Any 18 

objections to those that we have already 19 

previously accepted?  Okay.  Thank you. No 20 

objections.  So those two will be accepted as 21 

experts. 22 
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  And let's go tot he ones that we have 1 

not. 2 

  MR. GLASGOW:  All right.  MS. 3 

Hilary Bertsch and Omar Calderon, who are with 4 

the firm of EE&K Perkins Eastman. They're master 5 

planners and architects for Parcels 2 and 3A. 6 

  7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Any 8 

objections, Commissioners?  You have your 9 

rèsumès of you.  No objections?   10 

  Okay.  Both of them will be expert 11 

witnesses. 12 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Thank you. 13 

  And then we also have Mr. Bahram 14 

Kamali of BBG-BBGM Architects. He's the 15 

architect for Parcel 3B, the hotel site. And 16 

Mr. Kamali was accepted as an expert witness 17 

by this Commission probably about two weeks ago, 18 

the case that we had on the hotel on New York 19 

Avenue. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Yes, the 21 

name sounds familiar. So we've already accepted 22 
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him, too, previously. 1 

  Okay.  Any objections, 2 

Commissioners?  Okay.   3 

  I thought that name sounded 4 

familiar.  Okay.  So that's the way we'll move. 5 

Thank you. 6 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Okay.  Thank you. 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Any other 8 

preliminary matters?  Okay.   9 

  Let's go ahead. 10 

  MR. GLASGOW:  We had some matters 11 

that were open at the end of the last hearing, 12 

if the Commission members recall that we were 13 

going to be submitting for the record. So, we 14 

wanted to get some of that dealt with before 15 

we got into the presentation. 16 

  First, we were going to be 17 

submitting the copy of HR-2293 and the Committee 18 

Report. And so that being submitted or has been 19 

submitted for the record.  And the Committee 20 

Report, it says the Committee solicited the 21 

views of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. 22 
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Coast Guard and others. And the Committee was 1 

not aware of any opposition to the proposed 2 

deauthorization of this segment, the Washington 3 

Channel District of Columbia; that's all in the 4 

Committee Report. 5 

  And then you've got the legislation. 6 

  Next, there was question about the 7 

boat relocation plan and the detailed relocation 8 

plan. That is in the booklet in Section 5 of 9 

the Phase 1 plan.  If the Commissioners need 10 

it submitted separately, we can make sure to 11 

do that. 12 

  We had an overall booklet, we had 13 

a booklet that uncovered you know every -- you 14 

know, all the cases, all the different hearings 15 

and in it's in that booklet. 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  What's in that 17 

one? 18 

  MR. GLASGOW:  It's the boat 19 

relocation plan. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Right.  Okay.   21 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Because of the time 22 
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constraints I knew we went through the boat 1 

relocation plan very quickly. But the detailed 2 

relocation plan was in that booklet. 3 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.   4 

  MR. GLASGOW:  And if there's any 5 

question about it, or where it is or whatever, 6 

staff can get back to us and we can make sure 7 

the information is readily available. 8 

  A First Source Agreement, our 9 

executed First Source Agreement should have been 10 

received electronically. 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Glasgow, now 12 

that I'm being educated on this First Source 13 

Agreement, page 11 is not filled out.  You don't 14 

have a plan, that's what I wanted to see.  Page 15 

11 is not filled out, that means you have to 16 

show me a plan. There's no plan.  17 

  MR. GLASGOW:  We will -- 18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Come back with a 19 

plan, because right now it's executed, but 20 

there's no plan. 21 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Mr. Chairman, we will 22 
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supplement the record, but at least my 1 

understanding is until you have the contract, 2 

everybody on board and you're getting ready to 3 

start actually building, that's when you sit 4 

down with them and that part gets done. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Can you bring that 6 

in from DOES, because my research has said when 7 

page 11 is not filled out, there's no plan. 8 

  MR. GLASGOW:  We will get a response 9 

from that with DOES.  Okay.  I hear what you're 10 

saying. Our information is different.  We'll 11 

sort it out with them, get it back to the 12 

Commission. 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And we are doing 14 

some work on this, but I can tell you that we've 15 

been informed on page 11 that if it's not good 16 

a plan, that's why wanted to see it. 17 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Okay.  I agree. 18 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Chairman Hood, if I 19 

may also just remind the Applicant anything 20 

you're bringing to the hearing, you got to file 21 

it through ISIS. 22 
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  This stuff was filed?  Because I 1 

didn't see it, the First Source Agreement, the 2 

law legislation. Today we got the PowerPoint 3 

presentation.  4 

  And so it just makes it difficult 5 

for us to try to figure out what's on line, what 6 

isn't because there's no paper file and I don't 7 

have anything to put this in now.  So, I just 8 

wanted to remind you to please do that. 9 

  MR. GLASGOW:  We thought it had 10 

been. We will -- 11 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Well, don't worry 12 

about it now because you bright it tonight, I 13 

have to take care of it.  So -- but just at other 14 

hearings, just to remind you. 15 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Thank you. 16 

  Next with respect to the view from 17 

Phase 1 through Banneker and the site section 18 

from our Stage 2 presentation, we're going to 19 

be submitting that on July 31st. 20 

  The wood sample is a very large piece 21 

so we're trying to -- we will get something here 22 
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from -- that was a piece of the bench.  It's 1 

a big piece. So we have to figure out how we're 2 

logistically going to either photograph it or 3 

get it here, or produce it in some fashion.  4 

It's a piece of wood that's like that. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Glasgow, you 6 

still work out, don't you? I'm sure you can bring 7 

it in. 8 

  MR. GLASGOW:  It's a big piece of 9 

wood. 10 

  And that concludes what I have as 11 

the preliminary items for the record that we 12 

had from last time. 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Any 14 

follow-up questions in that, Commissioners?  15 

Vice Chair? 16 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Yes.   17 

  Mr. Glasgow, is it possible for you 18 

to have -- and I think Mr. Sloop would be the 19 

person to do this.  We are getting a lot of 20 

feedback, obviously, in the objection about the 21 

channel itself. Is it possible to get more 22 
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information with regard to how the developer 1 

sees this issues and can respond to some of the 2 

concerns that people have had? 3 

  Again, I don't know the distance 4 

between -- for the channel.  I know the Hudson 5 

River. I know that there's a lot of boats and 6 

tall ships and everything. But I'd like to have 7 

some better idea about the validity of their 8 

concerns. Is that possible to get? 9 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes, that's possible 10 

and you'll be seeing not only on the 31st in 11 

rebuttal, but also this evening when we talk 12 

about the District Pier which is where the pier 13 

is for the tall ships, and all that, how that 14 

can be laid out and worked. All of that Mr. Sloop 15 

will be covering this evening. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  I think we 17 

are ready.  Okay.  Mr. Glasgow, you may being. 18 

  MR. GLASGOW:  All right.  Thank 19 

you, sir. 20 

  Good evening, Members of the 21 

Commission.  For the record, my name is Norman 22 
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M. Glasgow, Jr. of the law firm of Holland & 1 

Knight. 2 

  Here with me on behalf of 3 

Hoffman-Struever Waterfront, LLC for the 4 

second-stage application, Carolyn Brown is here 5 

also from Holland & Knight; Shawn Seaman of 6 

Hoffman-Struever Waterfront, LLC.  And also we 7 

have our HSW partners Elinor Bacon of ER Bacon 8 

Development; Jeff Griffis of City Planners, team 9 

members Matt Steenboek at the far end, Bob 10 

Rubaconing and Steve Moore. 11 

  Also we have this evening Mr. Austin 12 

Flajser, who is President of Carr Hospitality, 13 

developers of Parcel 3B; Hilary Bertsch and Omar 14 

Calderon and Doug Smith are here from EE&K 15 

Perkins Eastman and Mr. Kamali. 16 

  And you will be hearing later from 17 

Robert Sloop and if you have transportation 18 

questions from Rob Schiesel. 19 

  We're here this evening to discuss 20 

a portion of the Phase 1 development component 21 

involving the development of Parcel 3 and other 22 
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areas as described in the Office of Planning 1 

report, which you have a copy of which has 2 

several areas that they have recommended for 3 

approval. 4 

  By way of organization of this 5 

presentation, we will be after the two ownership 6 

entities within the project testify, we will 7 

begin discussing in an overview very briefly. 8 

 Hilary Bertsch will go on a quick overview of 9 

the site, then we will have discussion of the 10 

Parcel A building, then Parcel B building, and 11 

then Ms. Bertsch will come back and give a more 12 

detailed explanation of the areas that are 13 

around and surrounding those sites, and how that 14 

is all linked together  with the public spaces. 15 

  And then Mr. Sloop would be 16 

discussing the District Pier and the boats and 17 

the channel and how that operates. 18 

  And in the course of that we will 19 

be discussing we will be discussing the comments 20 

by the Office of Planning. We have adjusted; 21 

we will see this evening Parcel 3A, the roof 22 
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structure.  We have addressed the vent issue 1 

in Parcel 3A. 2 

  And then, once again, we will be 3 

taking that back to the Commission of Fine Arts 4 

on the 19th, and then coming back to the 5 

Commission as part of the July 31st summing up 6 

with respect to those buildings. 7 

  Then if there are no preliminary 8 

questions, and also with Parcel 3B we would also, 9 

there may be some refinements that go back to 10 

the CFA on July 19th and then coming back here 11 

also on July 31st for that building, for the 12 

hotel building.  13 

  And with that, I would like to 14 

proceed with Mr. Shawn Seaman and his testimony. 15 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Good evening.  My name 16 

is Shawn Seaman, residing at 1342 W Street 17 

Northwest. 18 

  Chairman Hood and Zoning Commission 19 

Members, good evening. Thank you for your time 20 

again. 21 

  I'm a principal at PN Hoffman and 22 
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the Project Director for Hoffman-Struever 1 

Waterfront on the Southwest Waterfront 2 

development. 3 

  Tonight, as Chip said, we'll 4 

continue the presentation of the  5 

wharf with a presentation of Parcels 3A, 3B and 6 

the major public space that is one of the vocal 7 

points of the development, it's called District 8 

Pier. And we'll look at that as well as the 9 

related structures that are within the District 10 

Pier and on the end of the pier. 11 

  Joining me this evening for the 12 

presentation will be: 13 

  Hilary Bertsch who has worked at 14 

EE&K Perkins Eastman with Stan on the Master 15 

Plan and the public space and public domain; 16 

  Omar Calderon of Perkins Eastman who 17 

has worked on the architecture for Parcel 2 and 18 

Parcel 3A, the office building; 19 

  Rob Sloop from Moffatt and Nichol 20 

who is our maritime engineer with Moffatt and 21 

Nichol, as I said: 22 
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  Austin Flajser of Carr Hospitality 1 

is here this evening to discuss Parcel 3B, and; 2 

  Bahram Kamali his is architect at 3 

BBG-BBGM. 4 

  We'll begin with Parcel 3A. 5 

  This 235,000 square foot commercial 6 

office building with ground floor retail 7 

represents the only office component within the 8 

first phase of the development. It's an 9 

important driver for daytime use that will 10 

support the retail and restaurants, and really 11 

truly create a neighborhood that has an 18 hour 12 

environment. 13 

  The building is a key component to 14 

the entry sequence to the property, forms 15 

one-half of one side of the District Pier. The 16 

other half is formed by Parcel 3B. 17 

  And just of note, the building is 18 

constrained by the presence of a significant 19 

existing WMATA structure. It's an egress and 20 

ventilation shaft that sits above the yellow 21 

line which cuts through our project underneath 22 
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Parcel 34A. 1 

  Following 3A we'll present Parcel 2 

3B. This is a 278 room luxury hotel with ground 3 

floor retail.  Austin Flajser, who is sitting 4 

to my right, is the President of Carr 5 

Hospitality. He'll introduce the Parcel 3B 6 

project and the design team. 7 

  Carr Hospitality is the selected 8 

vertical developer developing the project as 9 

an intercontinental hotel. Carr is an incredibly 10 

capable and well respected developer owner, as 11 

is illustrated by The Willard Intercontinental 12 

Hotel downtown. 13 

  The Waterfront Intercontinental 14 

will be located at the significant intersection 15 

of the Wharf, that's the grand 60 foot space 16 

that we described in the last presentation and 17 

the District Pier, which is the public space 18 

we'll be talking about this evening.  It truly 19 

is the main and main intersection of the project. 20 

  We'll then conclude with the major 21 

public space that's located between Parcels 2 22 
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and 3.  This expanse expands all the way from 1 

Main Avenue out into the Washington Channel to 2 

the end of the new public pier. It's collectively 3 

known as the District Pier. 4 

  The District Pier is the heart of 5 

Phase 1 and it's also the front door to our 6 

project.  It's a sequence of unique public 7 

spaces that include a waterentry court, the 8 

central pedestrian entrance to the below grade 9 

parking garage and the small café, a bosk of 10 

trees modeled after Paley Park in New York, a 11 

major public gathering space that's similar to 12 

other great urban plazas the world over.  And 13 

on the water side, a 50 foot wide public pier 14 

will provide the foundation for  world class 15 

maritime expositions, the home for a dockmaster 16 

and a flexible space that can provide the home 17 

for major festivals and events. 18 

  On May 17th the Commission of Fine 19 

Arts gave their support for certain elements 20 

of the public space, particularly the light 21 

standards and wood fendering at the wharf's 22 
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edge. They also requested that the buildings 1 

and the public space be designed to be more 2 

related to one another and that specifically 3 

the dockmaster building which you'll see this 4 

evening, could inform the design of the other 5 

structures such as the pavilions that we 6 

presented previously. We will share some of 7 

these new concepts with you this evening 8 

  Before we begin the design 9 

presentation, I'd like to first introduce Austin 10 

Flajser to provide introductory remarks on 11 

behalf of Carr Hospitality. 12 

  Thank you. 13 

  MR. FLAJSER:  Thank you, Shawn. 14 

  Good evening, Chairman Hood and 15 

Members of the Commission.  My name is Austin 16 

Flajser, residing at 6625 Hillendale Road in 17 

Chevy Chase, Maryland.  I'm the President of 18 

Carr Hospitality, a developer of the luxury 19 

hotel for the Southwest Waterfront development 20 

located on Parcel 3B. 21 

  Carr Hospitality is a hospitality 22 
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real estate investment and asset management and 1 

development company founded by the Carr Company 2 

and our Chairman, Oliver T. Carr, Jr. 3 

  Our portfolio consists of over 1,000 4 

keys in and around the Washington, D.C. area, 5 

including the Willard Intercontinental Hotel. 6 

  Since 1966 the Carr Companies have 7 

developed over 11 million square feet of office, 8 

retail, residential and hotel properties and 9 

has been responsible for the ground up 10 

development of over 1100 hotel rooms in the D.C. 11 

area, most recently the $20 million 12 

repositioning of a Radisson to a Crown Plaza 13 

Hotel in Alexandria. 14 

  In addition to the 600,000 square 15 

foot Willard complex, our ground up hotels in 16 

this market include the 269 key Embassy Suites 17 

at the King Street Metro Station, the 415 key 18 

West and now Farmonth, and the 454 key Marriott 19 

Metro Center. 20 

  We're excited to be a part of the 21 

Southwest Waterfront Project as we see it as 22 
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an opportunity to make a significant 1 

contribution to the redevelopment of Southwest. 2 

  The property will be a 12 story and 3 

278 key and 250,000 square foot luxury hotel 4 

currently planned to be operated as an 5 

Intercontinental Hotel.  The flagship brand 6 

will be Intercontinental Hotels Group. 7 

  We see this as an opportunity to have 8 

a luxury waterfront property with waterview 9 

meeting space unlike any other in the city.  10 

We would be in proximity to both corporate and 11 

leisure demand generators on the CBS coupled 12 

with the retail and waterfront programming plan 13 

for the master development.  We make this a very 14 

attractive option for corporate, group and 15 

leisure travelers alike. 16 

  Thank you. 17 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  We'll have to get our 18 

tech person to check it.  It may be that it just 19 

needs batteries.  If you want to give to me, 20 

I'll get batteries while you start on that one. 21 

  MR. BERTSCH:  Hi. My name is Hilary 22 
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Bertsch.  I am an Associate Principal at the 1 

firm of EEP, a Perkins Eastman Company.  And 2 

I've been working on this project through the 3 

Master Plan Development and to the development 4 

of the open space. 5 

  Today I'm going to start with just 6 

a brief overview of where we are in the project 7 

before going on to the project, just remind us 8 

of where we are today. 9 

  So, here is the Phase 1 drawing that 10 

we looked at last week.  Thursday we talked 11 

about Parcel 2 and Transit Pier. Today we're 12 

going to go on marching towards the Waterfront 13 

Park with the discussion of District Pier Parcel 14 

3, which includes the 3A office as well as the 15 

3B hotel. 16 

  The District Pier is the center of 17 

the project in terms of the town square and the 18 

connection back to the upland. So we want to 19 

stress that Thursday we talked about Parcel 2 20 

and the framing of the District Pier on one side. 21 

And today we're going to look at the other side 22 
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and taking shape of how the District Pier come 1 

to form. 2 

  We can't express enough that the 3 

ground level is of primary part to the project 4 

in developing the places.  You can see on this 5 

graphic that there's a lot of red, which is the 6 

retail hoping to frame all these open spaces. 7 

  We are looking at all of the places 8 

uniquely and trying to give them shape and 9 

meaning as we go forward. 10 

  And lastly, I just wanted to remind 11 

us that we're also looking at the project as 12 

it's going to perform in terms of functions, 13 

both in terms of circulation  and loading and 14 

how it's going to perform. 15 

  In these spaces you can see that the 16 

dark red arrows represent the primary 17 

circulation, so the plan and the goal of the 18 

project is really to keep the circulation upland 19 

and away from the wharf with the shared space 20 

of the wharf becoming more occasional use for 21 

convenience.  22 
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  So, you can see on the drawing that 1 

it has service arrows as well as entrances to 2 

parking highlighted. And this kind of becomes 3 

a simple diagram that shows the overall and the 4 

how the project is going to come together. 5 

  As I said, Parcel 3A and 3B we're 6 

going to look at, so you can see here they have 7 

the service as well as the parking entrance that 8 

are all highlighted within that space. 9 

  So, this is just a quick overview 10 

to kind of get us all oriented. Going forward, 11 

I'm going to pass it off to Omar to talk about 12 

Parcel 3A. 13 

  MR. CALDERON:  Hello, 14 

Commissioners.  My name is Omar Calderon.  I'm 15 

an architect with Perkins Eastman Architects. 16 

 I hold the position of associate principal 17 

there, and I'm in charge of the design and care 18 

for Parcel 3A. 19 

  I think, you know we see this 20 

building, this particular structure as part of 21 

a gateway.  And as Hilary said, you know it's 22 
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part of the front door, the vestibule to this 1 

whole district. 2 

  So, as you can see the pink 3 

illustrated retail. So we're trying to activate 4 

and enhance and maximize the ground level uses 5 

around the entire structure and work things 6 

around things like the WMATA shaft that are 7 

necessary for the inner workings of the Metro 8 

system. 9 

  Next. 10 

  Just looking at the internal logic 11 

of the building, I failed to mention that, you 12 

know we also see this building as having a civil 13 

duty, presenting itself as a kind of front door 14 

to the community. 15 

  The blue piece in the middle is the 16 

lobby. And we try to take advantage and leverage 17 

the fact that we have a long frontage on Main 18 

Avenue to create a permanent address for the 19 

building. And as you can see on the left hand 20 

side we have retail facing City Pier, necessary 21 

loading areas that are tucked in in the alley 22 
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spaces adjacent to the building, and then a large 1 

retain tenant space in the upper right hand 2 

corner. 3 

  The white area on the lower right 4 

hand corner, it's also retail. It happens to 5 

be part of the Parcel 3B plan. 6 

  Also, important to point out in here 7 

is that this building also houses some of the 8 

public restroom facilities for the visitors, 9 

which are tucked in on the lower part of the 10 

plan adjacent to the loading. 11 

  Thank you. 12 

  A typical floor plan for the 13 

building, a typical core situation.  It's 14 

really nothing out of the ordinary in terms of 15 

how office buildings are laid out. 16 

  And, of course, the lowered right 17 

hand corner which is the bite, if you will, 18 

that's taken out, that's part of the 3B Parcel. 19 

  And then the roof line.  You'll see 20 

two things tonight.  One is the adjustments 21 

we've made to the design, particularly on the 22 
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roof portions of the building to try to bring 1 

it more in alignment with the scale of the 2 

building and with the scale of the other 3 

buildings.  But also you'll see images that try 4 

to illustrate that pedestrian experience might 5 

be light, how the buildings meet grade and the 6 

animation that's provided by the retailers. 7 

  So, go to the next slide, please. 8 

  So, the building is 130 feet tall. 9 

 And the mechanical penthouse extends beyond 10 

that at a one-to-one setback from the parameter. 11 

  Next slide, please. 12 

  And so this is the image that we 13 

presented previously which shows the mechanical 14 

penthouse being part of the prow, if you will, 15 

of the building.  We, I guess, we thinking about 16 

this space of the building as having a direct 17 

involvement with the public side of District 18 

Pier on the right hand side.  It's a building 19 

that has a different materiality on Main Avenue, 20 

as having a different scale that combined both 21 

the pedestrian and the vehicular scale.  But 22 
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after the comments were received -- next slide 1 

-- we brought it down and we find that we can 2 

actually still have the same design impact that 3 

we were looking for on that slide of the building 4 

as it faces District Pier and still communicate 5 

 to a large degree the use of this building, 6 

which is different than residential. it's an 7 

office use on that side of the building.  Okay. 8 

  9 

  This is the other view we presented 10 

before which shows the extended roof 11 

articulation and the revised version of that. 12 

 And I should point out, this comes in the tails 13 

of having been reviewed by the CFA and seeking 14 

an approval, which we also seek from the 15 

Commissioners here tonight and the suggestion 16 

that was made to the design. 17 

  Again, just to drive the point home 18 

again, this is the previous illustration and 19 

then the subsequent change in the elevation of 20 

the building. 21 

  But really, I think the other 22 
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important thing we wanted to talk about is the 1 

street and the pedestrian experience and how 2 

the buildings meet grade.  And so this is the 3 

elevation along Main Avenue. And as I said, it's 4 

the address to the building and so we have 5 

windows along that part of the building that 6 

are larger in scale. We see the scale of Main 7 

Avenue being both pedestrian but also vehicular 8 

in scale, so we combined that in the form of 9 

these three story height windows that have a 10 

kind of a loft building appearance. 11 

  Next slide. 12 

  Just looking in closely, a  more 13 

detailed view of that elevation you can see how 14 

the retailers can really start articulating the 15 

base of the building and animating the facade 16 

in their own unique way. 17 

  And as you move eastwards towards 18 

District Pier, the facade of the building 19 

changes. The materiality of the building 20 

changes. It changes from masonry to metal. And 21 

primarily the import of that will be will be 22 
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seen when one experiences the building in 1 

District Pier in relationship to the other 2 

buildings across the way.  I think that one of 3 

the planning principles behind District Pier 4 

is that it is an urban room, of sorts. And so 5 

we try to share in the same materiality as some 6 

of the other buildings that are along the way. 7 

So the materiality here changes. The retailers 8 

can enjoy their own individual identify and 9 

unique brand at the lower level. 10 

  This is the elevation before it was 11 

changed with the added penthouse or 12 

architectural embellishment and its revision 13 

to its current state. 14 

  And so likewise, we'd like to take 15 

a closer look at the elevation and District Pier 16 

and show you the added level of texture. 17 

  If we can go to the next slide, 18 

please. 19 

  And the opportunities for retailers 20 

to really to really animate the facade of the 21 

building in a very interesting and textural way. 22 
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  So, along the alley it's a different 1 

story. I think that in trying to be a good 2 

neighbor, as all buildings should do 3 

occasionally, we changed the scale of the 4 

windows.  We still maintained the same kind of 5 

texture, if you will, of the windows but in the 6 

alley where we're adjacent to the hotel, the 7 

size of the windows changes to be more in light 8 

with windows that one might find  either in the 9 

hotel, which is adjacent, or the residential 10 

that's across the street. So, we try to match 11 

the same kind of scale to the windows, at least 12 

in the horizontal dimension. 13 

  Likewise, we tried to pay attention 14 

to the street life, even in the alleys. The 15 

alleys are very important for the public space. 16 

  Can you go to the next slide? 17 

  Just an enlarged view of the alley 18 

and the opportunity there for retail to really 19 

enliven the facade. We're also, as Hilary will 20 

point out later in the presentation, have a 21 

series of landscape elements that allow green 22 
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material plants to climb up and create a 1 

framework to soften and enhance the pedestrian 2 

experience  at grade. 3 

  And this is the other alley.  We're 4 

standing, as if we were standing in the hotel 5 

looking at the building and so that the windows 6 

and the office building try to reflect and play 7 

off the kinds of openings that we will see in 8 

the hotel. And, of course, this is the same 9 

graphic showing the modification to the roof 10 

element. 11 

  Lastly, we have material 12 

selections. We have a board here that gives you 13 

direct visual access, I guess, to the materials 14 

being used.  And how do we -- we missed -- we've 15 

missed a piece. Clearly, we're not going to be 16 

using that type of adhesive in the building.  17 

We're going to try to use a stronger kind. 18 

  So what you see the primary 19 

materials for the building are the masonry 20 

product, which is finishing the wire cut 21 

surface. And the composite metal which is the 22 
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dark composite metal which is to be used in the 1 

window frame molding elements along Main Avenue. 2 

  We also have a darker pewter, if you 3 

will, that's my term color metal for the metal 4 

cladding pieces that are framing District Pier. 5 

  As for the glass, we have two types 6 

of glass. There's a vision glass, which is as 7 

transparent as we can get within the budget. 8 

But also a translucent material for the spandrel 9 

portions of the building. 10 

  And that concludes this part of the 11 

presentation. 12 

  Oh, yes, I'll hand over -- I love 13 

talking, so I'll hand it over to Bahram Kamali. 14 

  MR. KAMALI:  Hi. My name is Bahram 15 

Kamali.  And I'm architect for the 3B, hotel, 16 

Intercontinental Hotel.  And I'm a partner with 17 

BBG-BBGM Architects.   18 

  And I would like to talk about the 19 

building this evening as part of -- go to first 20 

slide. 21 

  The Master Plan is offering a prime 22 
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location for hotel which near the water, and 1 

also we have two plaza on both sides this unique 2 

location for the hotel. 3 

  And next one, please. 4 

  And our concept design for the D.C. 5 

Waterfront hotel is based on the Master Plan 6 

current area and creating a significant 7 

individual building expression and creating a 8 

unique overall experience for the hotel guests. 9 

  The design is conceived to create 10 

a modern expression for the building forcing 11 

the brick.  To achieve this, the primary method 12 

are red brick and zinc metal panels and rest 13 

in large punch windows and opening at double 14 

height.  What we have is we have the brick and 15 

large opening with recessed windows and thick 16 

double height.  17 

  And also, due to the location of the 18 

site, and we have created the glazing of the 19 

corner of the building, and we are working 20 

redesigning this element for the clock towers. 21 

  And also in this facade, as you 22 
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remember previously, we had a sign here; we have 1 

removed the sign based on the comment we had. 2 

  And also, we working on the design 3 

for CFA approval on July 18th, and we are going 4 

to present again here, as Chip said, at the end 5 

of July. 6 

  The design of the building is based 7 

off having a three story base, which have a 8 

pedestrian scale and also break up the brick 9 

on overall massing of the building. And also, 10 

for the massing for the brick, what we have done 11 

we have a punch window with double story and 12 

try to have the residential scale for window. 13 

And also we have the French balconies in ever 14 

other floor to gain the feeling of residential 15 

feeling for the building. 16 

  Next, please. 17 

  And this view shows the entrance of 18 

the building, which is next to plaza. We try 19 

to have the granite tower around them, and also 20 

having the glazing for vertical element and 21 

creating a sense of arrival for the building. 22 
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 And the three story base you see here, and this 1 

is the ballroom on the second floor. We're 2 

projecting the ideas from the facade just 3 

breaking the scale from overall the facade. 4 

  Next, please. 5 

  As you see here, the mid location 6 

of the side also go what we have with -- we have 7 

next to pier and also next to plaza, and also 8 

the main major circulation to hotel is here. 9 

They come in here, and this a drop off areas 10 

and the main entrance. 11 

  The location of the hotel and also 12 

the location and also location of the plaza 13 

create a very nice opportunity to have this area 14 

because the drop off, the car coming here and 15 

go back and go back here, or they can go to 16 

parking. 17 

  And this is the minimum traffic 18 

around this area.  Most of the traffic coming 19 

from this area and going to drop off and go back. 20 

  Next, please. 21 

  And this is the ground floor of the 22 
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hotel that you see. We have entrance with the 1 

front desk and also lobby. In the front we have 2 

the restaurant and one of the comments was that 3 

the relationship of restaurant to outside for 4 

outside areas. What we have is we have a manual 5 

wall here, only these two doors you see on the 6 

plan and the facade is only for exist -- entrance 7 

or exit from the restaurant in the case that 8 

manual wall are all closed. But this area can 9 

be all opened and it can have the relationship 10 

with the inside and outside. 11 

  And also we have a retail in this 12 

area who is coming back to anchor all the 13 

building. 14 

  Okay.  Next slide. 15 

  And this is the typical facade of 16 

the retail area and the pier. 17 

  The next one. 18 

  And the second floor of the hotel 19 

has a ballroom. This ballroom will be unique 20 

in D.C. because of the view to the water. And 21 

also there's a meeting room. 22 
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  And also there was one comment that 1 

you had about the back of the house areas that 2 

is opens to outside. What happened with creating 3 

this facade is the same as other facades of the 4 

building. When you're walking from that area 5 

what you see, you don't see is the back of the 6 

house area. It's like every other part of the 7 

hotel. It is like a meeting room or a ballroom. 8 

 No feelings of the back of the house, but 9 

because of operation, because of how the plan 10 

work out, you have to put it in this location. 11 

 But how we treating the facade, we don't treat 12 

this facade any different from other one. 13 

  Next, please. 14 

  And this is a typical hotel  floor 15 

plan, which is the corridor and also the L shaped 16 

to give maximum advantage of the view.  And also 17 

create the corner suites. 18 

  Next one, please. 19 

  And you see this is a roof plan. And 20 

it shows that all mechanical equipment is there 21 

on the top. All the mechanical equipment, we 22 
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have a screen around them to enclose them to 1 

make sure they're not visible from the outside. 2 

  And this shows the overall material 3 

board and also we have a board that shows all 4 

the material we have which we see the treatment 5 

of the glass.  The tainted glass or colored 6 

vision glass, and also span the glass.  And also 7 

the brick, this color.  We had a piece here.  8 

 We had a big sample, it was quite large and 9 

we couldn't bring them here. 10 

  What's happened, the piece of 11 

granite over -- there's a picture but we have 12 

an actual piece actually because we couldn't 13 

put them in the board.  We tried to put them, 14 

they keep falling apart. 15 

  MR. BERTSCH:  So lastly, but I think 16 

it's important, I'm going to go through the 17 

summary of accompanying open space that goes 18 

with these spaces. 19 

  The first one is the wharf as it 20 

fronts along PARcel 3.  We talked a little bit 21 

about the mod about the wharf last time as a 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 65 

typical element. This time I really want to focus 1 

on what is specific to the plan as it fronts 2 

on Parcel 3. 3 

  Next. 4 

  You can see the two sections. In 5 

front of Parcel 3 is the typical 60 foot section. 6 

At this case, there is a grade change, so going 7 

from Yacht Club Piazze to District Pier it goes 8 

from approximately elevation 13 to elevation 9 

11. With that we have a two foot step condition 10 

fronting on Parcel 3B. We looked at that as an 11 

opportunity to kind of create a public edge where 12 

people could sit and look out in the water it 13 

could become another public element feature. 14 

  Next. 15 

  The materials as we use them are 16 

really the same as we had used throughout the 17 

project that we'd shown on Thursday.  A couple 18 

of things to note is we're still using mostly 19 

the port free pavers that we brought in.  At 20 

this case, as I said, the mixed use zone/ slashed 21 

walk steps is really the area of the steps 22 
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primarily. 1 

  Also, you can see here the trench 2 

drain that's going to mark the division. So what 3 

we've tried to do is separate each of the 4 

different type of uses with the different type 5 

of paving, kind of marking each of the different 6 

uses for clarity of use and performance. 7 

  Next. 8 

  Here are the stairs.  The materials 9 

that we used that we showed were all in the gray 10 

family, but we have tried to introduce a certain 11 

variety of colors  So the grays sometimes are 12 

light or dark so that they can both enhance the 13 

plane of the environment as well as indicate 14 

the different changes of experiences. So here 15 

you can see the steps; there's a dark on the 16 

top and there's a light on the side kind of giving 17 

that read of the change as we go up from the 18 

grade from 11 to 13. 19 

  Next. 20 

  And this is the view pretty much in 21 

front of Parcel 3.  You can see it's not 22 
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different so much than the other views, but you 1 

can see the stairs on the side as well as the 2 

fan or the arc pattern going through the middle 3 

in the shared zone. And the trees with the 4 

typical wharf pole in the middle of the trees 5 

kind of marking down sort of 50 foot intervals 6 

along the wharf. 7 

  Next. 8 

  Next on the other side, kind of the 9 

two major sides of the open spaces on Main 10 

Avenue, in this case as I said, it is going to 11 

follow all the District standards, it's going 12 

to be typical to what you would see in the 13 

District. 14 

  Next. 15 

  In this case, we have managed to save 16 

three of the existing trees.  So it's two rows 17 

of trees. Three here will be the existing trees 18 

in-filled with two additional trees as well as 19 

a second line of trees. 20 

  We also have up in front of the 21 

building you can see the walkway that we're 22 
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adding and the bike zone going down throughout 1 

the zone in front of Parcel 3. 2 

  Okay.   3 

  The third circulation zone we talked 4 

a little bit about today, but it's really 5 

important and unique in the project. When we 6 

first came in, I think, maybe in the Master Plan 7 

zone we had the Wharf zone and the Main Avenue 8 

zone.  We realized that we have to service and 9 

load the project. As a result of that, we knew 10 

that we had to have these corridors.  Instead 11 

of just making them corridors, we decide to make 12 

them really opportunities.  So with that, today 13 

we're going to look at the Pier Mews and the 14 

Avenue Mews as the first two in the series.  15 

We're going to come back with Piazza Mews and 16 

Jazz Alley and going onward. But these two spaces 17 

form kind of the vocabulary. 18 

  On the left you can see the entrance 19 

from District Pier into the Pier Mews. We have 20 

the series of metal rings going down to the 21 

Intercontinental Hotel crossing at the far 22 
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distance. 1 

  Next. 2 

  As I said, the Mews are critical in 3 

terms of circulation and operations for the 4 

project in terms of service and loading and 5 

everything.  So I wanted to remind us that this 6 

is a graphic we saw on Thursday as well. The 7 

red zones indicate the shared zone, so while 8 

the wharf is the 60 feet with the shared zone 9 

only in the middle where you can have cars, the 10 

Mews are going to have to have circulation. So 11 

we have the red zone indicates where there will 12 

be vehicular access but also we have the 13 

pedestrian zone. So, we've made sure that 14 

there's a pedestrian safe zone through all of 15 

these spaces as well as on the wharf proper. 16 

  Next. 17 

  Loading and service.  In this plan 18 

you can see, as we talk to 3A and 3B uniquely, 19 

together you can see we need to have service. 20 

 So we have the loading docks flanked on them 21 

and what we've tried to do is then turn the retail 22 
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around and make the retail extend in as much 1 

as possible on them. 2 

  We also have the space for the 3 

addresses and the drop offs. So. you can see 4 

on Main Avenue there's the drop offs.  5 

  Oh, and I guess one last thing is 6 

the entry to parking is on Parcel 4 in the middle. 7 

So, there's a lot of circulation that's going 8 

to come through these spaces. 9 

  And then we can't forget that we have 10 

to consider trash and how these buildings are 11 

going to be serviced.   12 

  So, you know this is the start of 13 

figuring out all that stuff is, but they're all 14 

going through the Mews and we're making sure 15 

that they function both from a pedestrian 16 

experiential place as well as a  service and 17 

loading and how they need to operate. 18 

  So, specifically here are the Mews 19 

that we're talking about today; Pier Mews and 20 

Avenue Mews.  Pier Mews is between 3A and 3B. 21 

 In this case what we're doing is the metal 22 
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arches.  We have talked a lot about the place 1 

in the environment, and that these are supposed 2 

to be more intimate spaces. And with that, there 3 

is the thought that a little green would be nice 4 

to include in here. So we have done some light 5 

studies and we're trying to see where plants 6 

might grow and what was the best way to shape 7 

these. 8 

  So, if we get up high enough here 9 

going down District Pier we can have some vines 10 

and some color grow on these metal arches coming 11 

across the Pier Mews. 12 

  The other thing that we heard was, 13 

you know, service has to work through here. So 14 

in this case while some previous ones showed 15 

the arches coming down, the detail really is 16 

that the columns at the service drop, the columns 17 

don't come down that they're so that the service 18 

and loading always functions as a priority 19 

operation. 20 

  The other one is the Avenue Mews. 21 

 You can see on this section. That one's probably 22 
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-- we see that one as more of a vehicular entrance 1 

for the project. It's going to have all the 2 

circulation coming in for the entry to the 3 

parking garage. It's a wider section for a Mews. 4 

So that one, as Omar mentioned, we have the green 5 

marching ont he piers of the building. So, a 6 

little softening down at the pedestrian 7 

experience creating a place for people to 8 

travel. 9 

  Next. 10 

  Lastly, here is the view.  It's 11 

probably too far into the avenues to get the 12 

full benefit, but you can see we're really trying 13 

to use the same materials, the same pavers as 14 

at the rest of the project on these Mews.   15 

  The Capital Yacht Club piazza that's 16 

in front of you, we're going to talk about next 17 

time. So we'll save that for the next meeting. 18 

  And lastly, the District Pier.  As 19 

everyone has said, the District Pier is really 20 

in some ways the heart of the project.  Omar 21 

called it the grand room or something.  It's 22 
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the town square. It's the anchor to the project 1 

and the connection upland on 9th Street up to 2 

the project.   3 

  There's a series of spaces, and what 4 

we're going to do is we're going to talk about 5 

it from the land all the way out to the water. 6 

And then I will say that when I get to the 7 

District Pier itself, we're going to have the 8 

benefit of Rob Sloop telling us about the 9 

maritime requirements that helped shape the 10 

pier. 11 

  At the top is the water part entry. 12 

Then we're going to talk about the Pier House 13 

Café, the Civics Commons, which we've really 14 

tried to make a public space, the exhibition 15 

area and the width of the pier and then lastly, 16 

the dockmaster building. 17 

  So, really you know it's a very large 18 

section. And the thought is really that we want 19 

to bring the water all the way up and connect 20 

it to the District as far as we can.  So there's 21 

a lot of different things. It's ironic that you 22 
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see this section gets cut in half because one 1 

is the water side and really is the land side. 2 

 But on the north you can see that the land side 3 

is over the two story parking garage.  We call 4 

it the waterport entry because we're trying to 5 

mark the rigging poles right up to Main Avenue. 6 

  Then we have the entry to the parking 7 

garage that's coming in and trying to make that 8 

a much more public civic experience that you 9 

can enter the parking garage in a positive kind 10 

of experience. 11 

  The groove of trees in the tradition 12 

of Paley Park.  And the Pier House Café. 13 

  I think the other thing to note here 14 

is the rigging poles as we've described them. 15 

And they mark out and they kind of mark the entire 16 

pier all the way  from the top of the dockmaster 17 

building all the way up to the land.  We're just 18 

still trying to shape those a little bit. 19 

  Thanks. 20 

  So, here's the view that we showed 21 

at CFA. And as you know, it's under redesign 22 
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or rethought or refinement I guess is probably 1 

the best word.  In this case what we are looking 2 

at is shortening the height of the rigging poles 3 

a little bit.  And we are looking at what it 4 

would mean to remove the canopy.  So, we're 5 

going to go back to CFA and we'll show you that 6 

again, but that's where we are today. 7 

  So here at the plans. I'm going to 8 

focus on the Pier House Café, because we're going 9 

to blow up in that. But you can see as you enter 10 

in the water feature marking the water.  The 11 

thought was really to bring the water as close 12 

to the land as possible. And then down here is 13 

the Pier House Café. 14 

  Next. 15 

  The thought about this building was 16 

really that we wanted to mark it as kind of a 17 

pier house in the building, but we also wanted 18 

to be as transparent as possible. So we have, 19 

you know the glass extending all the way out 20 

and opening all the way across the building for 21 

as much transparency as possible.  You can see 22 
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the view through the trees. 1 

  We also are showing a water element 2 

marking each side of it, again trying to 3 

reenforce the connection to the water upland 4 

all the way up to Main Avenue. 5 

  You can see on this plan we have 6 

another thing that shows up is the paving.  7 

We're showing the epay wood or the Kebony wood 8 

planking going all the way down the pier.  In 9 

that case, the thought is that regardless of 10 

what the actual toning may be of that space, 11 

that we would have that continuous wood pattern 12 

run all the way through the building to keep 13 

that connection all the way upland. 14 

  The other thing you can see is the 15 

stair and the elevator. Those stairs and 16 

elevators connect and provide public access to 17 

the garage so that their connection is clear 18 

and public.   19 

  And then I also should say that the 20 

darker pink area, I think that's suppose to be 21 

kind of the back of houses so when we have this 22 
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restaurant, we have a little space to actually 1 

do all the things that need to be done hidden 2 

behind the walls of the Pier House., 3 

  Next. 4 

  As I said, this is the roof plan. 5 

I show this to you, but I think at this point 6 

we're looking at reducing or eliminating the 7 

canopy. 8 

  Next. 9 

  And here's the section showing the 10 

stairs and elevators as they connect down and 11 

make that connection through the parking garage. 12 

  Lastly, these are the elevations. 13 

The elevations show the carter rock stone at 14 

the bases. That's another thing that we are 15 

talking about.  We show that both on the rigging 16 

pole bases as well as the Pier House building. 17 

  We choose carter rock because we 18 

felt it was indigenous to the D.C. area and would 19 

anchor the upland portion of the District Pier. 20 

We're stilling looking at that and might refine 21 

it as we advance the rigging polls. 22 
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  So here's the two.  The south 1 

elevation is on the front of the front of the 2 

Civic Commons.  In that case, we're really 3 

looking at making it as open and transparent 4 

with glass as possible, so that's all glass in 5 

the front.  And in the back, as I said, is the 6 

carter rock zone with the water elements 7 

cascading down the sides of the building on 8 

either side. 9 

  So, we've put these materials up 10 

here.  We put three materials up there. One was 11 

the carter rock stone and then two is the wood. 12 

The lighter sample is the epay wood and the other 13 

one is Kebony. We're still trying to figure out 14 

which way we're looking, but those are two wood 15 

samples.   As I said, they go straight through. 16 

  Okay.  Next. 17 

  And then proceeding out, the next 18 

is the Civic Commons. As I said, it's really 19 

suppose to be the town square, the public space. 20 

 You can see the amount of people and activity 21 

that we're proposing happening in the space. 22 
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We're hoping that this can be a really town 1 

square public amenity gathering place for the 2 

District. 3 

  But next I'm going to add to the 4 

District Pier.  So you can see this is looking 5 

from the Pier House, from the Civic Commons out 6 

to the pier with the polls marching out to the 7 

dockmaster building. 8 

  In terms of finishes and the way the 9 

pier is actually functioning, what we're doing 10 

is a very similar edge that we did from the wharf. 11 

 So, this pier is going to have boats tie up 12 

right along side it, but we're talking about 13 

putting the wood fendering edge with the light 14 

detail at the sides. We're talking about having 15 

the rigging polls continue to  mark all the way 16 

out to the dockmaster building. We're talking 17 

about continuing the wood all the way to the 18 

end. And then probably softening up the 19 

materials to make sure that we can function in 20 

terms of tie-ups and things along the pier as 21 

we get out along the pier. 22 
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  As I said, here are the rigging 1 

polls. This is showing a 50 foot poll. It's 2 

showing the carter rock base, both of which we're 3 

looking at with the suggestions of CFA. 4 

  The District Pier, one of its 5 

functions besides the maritime requires, is also 6 

that it's going to be programmed as an event 7 

space as well.  This pier shows how it might 8 

be laid out for summer activities.  The thought 9 

is that we can make this space used year round 10 

with alls sort of a variety of activities. 11 

  And lastly, the dockmaster 12 

building. So the dockmaster building forms the 13 

terminus as the end of the District Pier. The 14 

thought is that it has steps all the way 15 

cantoning of the epay wood, all the way up into 16 

a public space. At the bottom is the dockmaster's 17 

office as well as support spaces and storage 18 

tucked underneath the facility. 19 

  You can see the section. There's the 20 

stairs with the upper space. We've also placed 21 

a deck on the top to really provide a viewing 22 
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spot.  You see the wood. 1 

  The thought is that this building 2 

both forms a terminus of the District Pier. It 3 

also takes the materials and kinds of ties them 4 

up into a public event, a public amenity. 5 

  The stairs are really going to 6 

continue in that same wood material so that it 7 

provides a place where people can sit and enjoy 8 

the District Pier, providing seating and event 9 

space programming. 10 

  And then here's the two things. So 11 

the steps are on the left and the deck is on 12 

the right.   13 

  And then I think is that it?  Oh, 14 

lastly the materials. 15 

  And so I said, we're looking at a 16 

standing sea metal roof, wood cladding 17 

continuing up from the pier, glass fronting as 18 

much as possible on the way out kind of giving 19 

it a transparency and a lightness on the second 20 

story and then the wood cladding and epay wood 21 

marching up on the sides. 22 
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  So, with that I'm going to pass it 1 

off to Rob, who is sitting at the table  to talk 2 

about the maritime requirements. 3 

  MR. SLOOP:  Good evening.  My name 4 

is Rob Sloop. I'm a maritime engineer with 5 

Moffatt and Nichol.  My address is 133 Venetia 6 

Drive, Long Beach, California. 7 

  District Pier is the waterside 8 

gateway to the District and will provide 9 

permanent and transient berthing for the 10 

flagships of foreign countries, tall ships, 11 

military vessels, antique and historic ships 12 

and other large display vessels. 13 

  The District Pier is 456 feet long, 14 

55 feet wide at an elevation of eight feet to 15 

allow for boarding of vessels with different 16 

size freeboards. 17 

  There's a safety and channel 18 

maintenance buffer of 40 feet between the end 19 

of the pier and the edge of the federal channel. 20 

The District Pier has timber fendering around 21 

its entire parameter. 22 
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  The District Pier has a dockmaster 1 

building located in the offshore end of the pier. 2 

 This building support the maritime commercial 3 

activities by providing a security checkpoint, 4 

ticketing, passenger staging and a restroom 5 

area.  It's function is similar to the combined 6 

functions of an airport conning tower, a 7 

communication center, a security checkpoint and 8 

boarding gates. 9 

  The dockmaster's office will be 10 

located in the offshore end of the building 11 

outfitted with large windows to allow a clear 12 

view of the channel, the marinas and all pier 13 

activities.  This will allow the dockmaster to 14 

assist in the coordination of the response to 15 

fire, police and Homeland Security emergencies. 16 

The building will also provide a security 17 

checkpoint and screening protocols at a 18 

controlled access point from the land to the 19 

water as required by the Marine Transportation 20 

Security after 2002. 21 

  Next. 22 
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  I'd like to present some of the 1 

considerations for the length and the size of 2 

the pier that we went through. 3 

  First of all, we need the pier at 4 

the length and the size that it is, first, to 5 

accommodate the larger vessels. I'll talk to 6 

you in detail about how we came up with this, 7 

but the idea is to attract the tall ships, to 8 

attract the military ships and to have a 9 

destination as we've talked about before. 10 

  11 

  Second is the ease and safety of 12 

berthing operations. These are big vessels so 13 

the longer pier allows a greater clearance 14 

between the berthed vessels. This increased 15 

clearance is beneficial to the berthing 16 

operations for large vessels because auxiliary 17 

tugboat support won't be available.  This 18 

provides the captains with increased area to 19 

maneuver in and out of the berths. 20 

  In addition to the larger 21 

maneuvering area, the increased clearance 22 
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decreases the likelihood of crossing berth 1 

lines. This provides a safer and easier berthing 2 

process and can prevent multiple lines on a 3 

single bollard.  The size of the pier directly 4 

relates to the space available for the ships' 5 

crews to safety handle, recover and secure the 6 

ships' berthing. 7 

  The next point is the increased 8 

viability for the dockmaster.  The current 9 

layout provides a dockmaster with sufficient 10 

distance from shore and elevation for easy 11 

observation of the channel. The line of sight 12 

facilitates the observation and security of both 13 

the vessels passing through the channel and 14 

vessels in their berths.  The viability 15 

available to the dockmaster provides a safer 16 

and more secure water front channel. 17 

  Finally, the public access.  The 18 

general public also benefits from a larger pier. 19 

 The longer pier provides a better view of the 20 

local water front whether they're looking 21 

towards the water, East Potomac Park or back 22 
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towards the wharf itself. From this distance 1 

the public will be able to see the Washington 2 

Monument, Jefferson Memorial and Capitol Hill. 3 

  The decreased distance over the 4 

water also increases the square footage of the 5 

pier, meaning that the pier will be less crowded 6 

during events and other high occupancy times. 7 

Did I do that backwards. Increased distance.  8 

This provides a safety environment and will make 9 

the average visitor feel more secure, increasing 10 

the tourist route of the pier.   11 

  In the case of an upwind emergency, 12 

national disaster or terrorist attack on the 13 

upland, a longer and larger pier would provide 14 

more distance from the land and a larger staging 15 

area for rescue and evacuation purposes. 16 

  Let's go -- these are a list of the 17 

tall ships that has come to the area.  I believe 18 

the first nine have come since 2011.  19 

Unfortunately, you'll see we've also listed 20 

where they've had to berth and the choices are 21 

either the T-Dock or the Police Pier. 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 87 

  At the Police Pier, they have almost 1 

no viability because of the building in the way. 2 

 And the way -- and if you want to get to the 3 

Canteen, I think you have to get there by going 4 

through the kitchen.  So, it's not exactly the 5 

right setup. 6 

  The other thing that we want to do 7 

is that we do want to attract these large events. 8 

 The OpSail, the Tall Ships of America. 9 

  The OpSail event that just came 10 

through started in Norfolk and went to Baltimore 11 

and went to Boston and then to New York. It was 12 

over 40 tall ships and military vessels. 13 

  And so we took a look at who we might 14 

be able to attract. And on this really quickly, 15 

the LOA is link beams, the width of the boat 16 

and the draft is the depth.  So filtered out 17 

all the boats there for the criteria to get up 18 

the Potomac in terms of air draft and water 19 

draft.  And you can see the average historic 20 

ship is 141 feet. The average military ship is 21 

406. And the average of all the vessels was 229. 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 88 

  So, next slide. 1 

  With the 456 foot pier, we've taken 2 

several different ways that we could lay out 3 

these ships in a safe berth. And this is a look 4 

at how we would do  five representative historic 5 

ships that actually have come to the wharf area. 6 

  Next is how we'd lay out military 7 

ships. 8 

  And then the last is how we would 9 

lay a combination of the two. 10 

  MR. SEAMAN:  And I think just to 11 

respond to Commissioner Cohen's request for a 12 

little bit more information regarding 13 

navigational safety, we did have some slides  14 

prepared that we'd like to share with you if 15 

you'd like to see them as far as the width of 16 

the channel. 17 

  We feel like with Rob's help and 18 

Moffatt and Nichol's expertise they are a world 19 

renown maritime engineer. They've led us through 20 

this process for the last four or five years, 21 

and we've spent a lot of time thinking about 22 
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the length and depths and widths of the piers 1 

and the structures that protrude out into the 2 

channel.  It was a very well reasoned 3 

application to the Corps of Engineer for our 4 

water site permits.  And it was with no short 5 

amount of deliberation that we requested the 6 

channel authorization with the help of Ms. 7 

Norton's office and her good guidance. 8 

  So, it hasn't been with a lot of 9 

thought and rational. And so I wanted Rob to 10 

go through a few of these slides. 11 

  MR. SLOOP:  Okay.  Can you hear me? 12 

  Do you remember the transition plan? 13 

 This is going to be a little like this, but 14 

hopefully not so quick. 15 

  I wanted to show you exactly what 16 

is and what isn't happening out here. 17 

  First of all, this black shows you 18 

the 200 foot federal navigation as it will stand 19 

when the President signs the legislation. You 20 

can see the black is the overlying piers and 21 

then the white is, obviously, what's existing. 22 
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  This line indicates a 40 foot 1 

setback. 2 

  This line indicates a 75 foot 3 

setback. 4 

  Throughout our nine meetings with 5 

the Army Corps we've negotiated a variable 6 

setback for the different types of structures 7 

here that actually increases the distance out 8 

there. And can we focus? 9 

  The next one. 10 

  I want to focus in on this area.  11 

Here we've actually got a 600 foot turning 12 

radius. I'd like to point out that we've got 13 

our distance of navigable water here. It just 14 

doesn't include the channel, it's all the water. 15 

 So it ranges from 330 to about 400 feet.  16 

  I'd like to point out, that's a 40 17 

foot boat.  That's a 85 foot cruise boat.  Go 18 

ahead. 19 

  So this is a perspective view.  This 20 

is about how far out the docks are going to go. 21 

  Next. 22 
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  Okay.  Sorry. This is missing some 1 

of the things. 2 

  This is the Houston Shipping 3 

Channel. These are 600 foot long boats. This 4 

is a 275 foot wide channel.   5 

  This is Dana Point that we discussed 6 

earlier that was quoted. This has four times 7 

the boats and 160 feet of clearance, half of 8 

our distance.   9 

  This is the River Seine.  This has 10 

400 feet of clearance. 11 

  Sorry, Houston Ship Channel. 12 

  This is Long Beach Marina.  This has 13 

1200 boats -- and sorry, this is wrong, too.  14 

200 feet of clearance. 15 

  Then Copenhagen, 265 feet. 16 

  And that's it.  I think we just 17 

wanted to put that in perspective for you in 18 

terms of the actual navigation space that we 19 

have and then what you might see in other ports, 20 

urban ports around the world. 21 

  MR. GLASGOW:  And, Mr. Chairman, 22 
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that concludes the Applicant's direct 1 

presentation. We will be submitting additional 2 

information on that through rebuttal, but we 3 

wanted to get that into the record sooner rather 4 

than later so that the Commission members could 5 

have a clear understanding of where we were on 6 

that navigation channel and what the facts were. 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  And let me 8 

just ask this, I think I may have some more after 9 

my colleagues.  But so that presentation Mr. 10 

Sloop just gave us was in the comments that we 11 

were receiving from like some of those who 12 

applied for party status?  That was all saying 13 

is that showing us the other way of how we meet 14 

some of those thresholds for some of those 15 

anchorage concerns? 16 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes, sir. 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  All right. 18 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes, we did that.  19 

And also we wanted to make sure that you 20 

understood how we were going to be using the 21 

District Pier and what we saw with respect to 22 
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the tall ships and other things that could be 1 

accommodated there. 2 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Good.  As I 3 

say, I may have some follow-up questions, but 4 

I'm glad you did that because I did have some 5 

questions on that. 6 

  Okay.  Let's open it up.  7 

Commissioners?  Commissioner Turnbull? 8 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Thank you, 9 

Mr. Chair. 10 

  Thank you very much for your 11 

presentation. 12 

  I think some of my comments sort of 13 

carry on from the last presentation.  I'm still 14 

concerned just an overview of the lighting on 15 

the piers and by the maritime area.  I think 16 

you sort of discussed how you're looking at the 17 

rigging, the lighting and I think that's still 18 

an overall issue of a hierarchy; I mentioned 19 

that before that there ought to be a theme 20 

running through that somehow ties everything. 21 

 Not only -- I mean, you've got a conundrum, 22 
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as I said before, with lighting trying to accent 1 

certain features but you've also got a basic 2 

ability to light the pavement so that people 3 

get a feel for where they're going. And somehow 4 

I thought some of the lighting still looked like 5 

its own feature:  In other words, it's lighting 6 

for itself and not really as functional or as 7 

purposeful as what it might be able to be in 8 

the setting.  Still trying to create a maritime. 9 

  I mean, the comments about the 10 

rigging, lightning might come down lower. And 11 

I think you're still thinking about that.  So, 12 

I'd like you to continue on with that. I think 13 

that still needs to be worked out. 14 

  Well, it's kind of ironic because 15 

looking at you've already addressed some of the 16 

issues that CFA had committed upon.  And so 17 

those were mine. I was very concerned on the 18 

off-spilling about that architectural 19 

embellishment where the penthouse became almost 20 

seeming twice that since that it was.  I mean, 21 

that wouldn't haven't flown.  I mean, CFA's were 22 
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very appropriate.  So I'm glad to see that 1 

you've done that, made a change. 2 

  I'm concerned, and maybe you can 3 

tell me, is the penthouse now, is it brick?  4 

It looks brick or it's reddish brown, I couldn't 5 

tell if it was brick or not. 6 

  MR. CALDERON:  It is brick.  It is 7 

shown as brick, right. 8 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  It is brick 9 

on all sides, then? 10 

  MR. CALDERON:  Yes. 11 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Now the 12 

parking to the hotel is actually in the next 13 

Parcel. Did I get that, that you actually go 14 

into a Parcel 4 to go underground? Isn't that 15 

the entrance? 16 

  MR. SEAMAN:  The parking garage 17 

entrance is underneath -- 18 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yes. 19 

  MR. SEAMAN:  -- underneath the 20 

Parcel 4 building. 21 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yes. 22 
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  MR. SEAMAN:  The parking for the 1 

hotel actually sits under the hotel footprint 2 

proper.  There's a 100 spaces for the hotel on 3 

the PT level. 4 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  5 

Well, is that other entrance going to be 6 

coordinated at the same time? How are you working 7 

that out phasing?  Is that integral to being 8 

built at this time? 9 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Those are integral and 10 

are built at the same time? 11 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  They are? 12 

  MR. SEAMAN:  That's all part of the 13 

single below grade structure. 14 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  What's 15 

what I thought.  Okay.  Just wanted to be sure. 16 

  I guess the one that sort of troubled 17 

me on the hotel, and I think CFA has also pointed 18 

out, is the clock. It sort of looks like a 1950s 19 

Bulova clock from your headboard that somebody 20 

stuck up there.  Pick a different make or 21 

company if you want, but it just looks like a 22 
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dated  issue. I mean, something that just looks 1 

tacked on. It just doesn't look integral to the 2 

rest of the project. I mean, it just looks -- 3 

from my standpoint it looks funny; I'm sorry. 4 

 But it doesn't look right, it doesn't look 5 

balanced with what you're trying to do. 6 

  I'm glad you got rid of the signage, 7 

the large signage.  But I think -- it something, 8 

it just looks strange with the clock on it. But 9 

just my colleague may comment on that.  10 

  Getting back to the hotel, I'm still 11 

on that mule yet. I'm still -- it looks after 12 

looking at the one perspective rendering, and 13 

I think CFA may have commented, it looks within 14 

the Pier House out there, the trees, it looks 15 

confused.  And I'm not sure.  I know we're 16 

trying to create an intimate space going on and 17 

still have people out there with cars pulling 18 

up.  I think it still looks a little chaotic. 19 

 It looks like it's -- I'm not sure that it really 20 

works as well as what you hope it will. 21 

  There's something just troubling 22 
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about whether the granite pavers are things -- 1 

and depending on how you either highlight or 2 

change the pavers to try to delineate the 3 

materials around there, it just looks like it 4 

could be a little troublesome accessing getting 5 

to the hotel and getting back.  Just a thought. 6 

I'm just thinking about -- I mean, I like the 7 

idea of the closeness, the compactness and how 8 

you're trying to create an intimate area.  But 9 

with a hotel and taxis, and whatever, pulling 10 

up it just looks a little chaotic. 11 

  I mean, maybe not chaotic. You've 12 

got the overhang for the hotel. But there's just 13 

something about it that looks like it might be 14 

a little difficult to read as an entrance to 15 

the hotel, especially with the building at the 16 

pier, is it going to be a little bit awkward 17 

for people getting in and out? 18 

  I mean, you want the hotel to be a 19 

destination.  It's going to be an important 20 

hotel. So I'm just concerned about that whole 21 

-- the presence of the entry of that plaza there. 22 
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  Let me go to my notes.   1 

  Well, I guess a lot of my comments 2 

you've already addressed in some of the changes. 3 

 So, let me just go back some. 4 

  On Main Avenue by the WMATA problem, 5 

the issue there, what happens? I'm looking at 6 

that elevation and I was confused as to what 7 

really happens. I see the storefronts and then 8 

there's the office entry, and then there's like 9 

a break.  And I think even CFA had a comment 10 

about raising it up. It looks like open, and 11 

I'm really confused about what's really 12 

happening at that point by the WMATA. 13 

  MR. SEAMAN:  There's a major 14 

exhaust shaft that comes up. 15 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Right. 16 

  MR. SEAMAN:  The design move is to 17 

actually take the exhaust shaft up to the second 18 

level and then exhaust out above the grade. So 19 

we're looking at the treatment of the ground 20 

floor.  And one of the comments that came back 21 

from CFA was to remove -- we had decorative 22 
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louvers down there -- 1 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Right. 2 

  MR. SEAMAN:  that weren't actually 3 

exhaust louvers.  And it was to remove the 4 

louvers down there and make it a little more 5 

pedestrian friendly. 6 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  So 7 

there's still work in progress on what's 8 

happening out there? 9 

  MR. SEAMAN:  It's a small 10 

refinement. We're just trying to make it a little 11 

bit more pedestrian friendly.   12 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yes. 13 

  MR. SEAMAN:  It's definitely not 14 

exhaust coming out there, but it is a blank wall. 15 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yes.  16 

Okay.   17 

  Will we be seeing that back on the 18 

31st? 19 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes, that'll be 20 

coming back on the 31st. 21 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  You 22 
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know, I think the architecture is going the right 1 

way.  I think it would be nice to have a few 2 

more clearer drawings. Some of them are still 3 

a little artsy, but I'd like to see some of the 4 

brick work is actually laying out along there. 5 

 I mean, I feel real comfort that it's working 6 

well, but I'd like to see just a little more 7 

clearer maybe some blow ups of some certain areas 8 

that might highlight some things.  But I think 9 

the way overall that it's going. 10 

  Mr. Chair, I'll pass on right now 11 

and still go over my notes. 12 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  All right.  Vice 13 

Chair? 14 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Thank you, 15 

Mr. Chairman. 16 

  Commissioner Turnbull, when I 17 

turned 16 I got as a gift a Bulova watch   So 18 

I actually look the Bulova watch look. 19 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  I have 20 

nothing against Bulova.  But it just reminds 21 

me of a certain headboard, a clock that I've 22 
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seen on a headboard that is very -- 1 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Well -- 2 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Which is 3 

kind of nice in its own way, but I don't know 4 

if it's good on a building. 5 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  I actually 6 

like it.  It reminds me a lot of the Italian 7 

campaniles, you know. So, I find it to be artsy 8 

and fun. We just disagree on that one thing. 9 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Then we can 10 

do that. 11 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Yes.  And 12 

if it's cut off, I think it just makes a 13 

horizontal building with without that extra 14 

look. So, I am fond of that. 15 

  Questions that I have.  One of the 16 

latter drawings it looked like the elevators 17 

coming up were blocking the actual pool. And 18 

so I don't know which one it is, because they're 19 

not numbered, but it looked like it was blocking 20 

that outdoor fountain. And there were trees -- 21 

let's see.  Because I'd like you to comment on 22 
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that. 1 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Commissioner Cohen, 2 

do you have a sheet number? 3 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  No. I'm 4 

looking at the handout to my -- no, it wasn't 5 

that one. Let me see what I can find. 6 

  It's the one that has -- all right. 7 

I'll find it. Let me just confirm a few things. 8 

  On the District Pier itself there 9 

will be no cars?  Because this is my thing:  10 

I don't like cars around me, surrounding me. 11 

  MR. SEAMAN:  But we're calling the 12 

entire stretch from Main Avenue to the end of 13 

the pier District Pier. But on the pier proper 14 

the section that's out in the water -- 15 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Right. 16 

Right. 17 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Yes, there's no 18 

private vehicles. It would only be for events 19 

and loading and unloading, that sort of thing. 20 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Okay.  21 

And then on the two Mews, one will just be 22 
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pedestrians, is that correct? And then the wider 1 

one will have cars? Again, I'm sorry. 2 

  MR. SEAMAN:  No. The two Mews that 3 

were presented this evening are both vehicular 4 

and service Mews. 5 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  How wide 6 

are they?  You know, how do you envision people 7 

sharing and walking and looking at the retail 8 

and then, you know, having that car next to you? 9 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Hilary, what's the 10 

width? 11 

  MR. BERTSCH:  I think it's 36 feet. 12 

Is that right?  Is that right? I think it's 36 13 

feet is the Pier Mews.  So the 24 feet is for 14 

the driving and then we have about eight feet 15 

on the pedestrian connection side. 16 

  MR. SEAMAN:  We'll check the 17 

dimensions.  They are the loading and surface 18 

entries for the buildings and it was 19 

purposefully design actually put the back of 20 

house on the Mews so that they're not facing 21 

Main Avenue or the main public spaces. 22 
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  It was our intent to try to improve 1 

the quality of the space and provide an alternate 2 

pedestrian path. I mean, it's not the primary 3 

pedestrian path for the project, no doubt, but 4 

a pedestrian could go down there.  It's not 5 

unlike Post Alley in Seattle which is behind 6 

Pike Place Market. It's a loading and service 7 

alley, but it also has restaurants, cafès that 8 

pop-up incidentally on it. 9 

  So it's not our primary retail 10 

space. We are encouraging the retailers to turn 11 

the corner a little bit and actually provide 12 

some visual interest down there. And as Hilary 13 

mentioned t provide plantings and to make it 14 

a little bit green so it's not just your typical 15 

back housing. 16 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Yes, I 17 

appreciate that.  I know that you have to have 18 

cars make deliveries, including you know people 19 

who are going to the hotel. I'm just concerned 20 

about what's separating them, the cars from the 21 

people if they choose to walk down the Mews?  22 
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But actually the Mews looked beautiful. 1 

  MR. SEAMAN:  I think, Hilary, 2 

correct me if I'm wrong, but the -- 3 

  MR. BERTSCH:  There's a couple of 4 

different things. One is there is a change of 5 

materials so that we can use that. 6 

  There's also a bollard program that 7 

we are trying to put bollards where there's 8 

significant changes in movements to keep the 9 

pedestrians safe. 10 

  And also those metal arches that you 11 

see going down the Pier Mews, those are set out 12 

so that they actually offset and frame the 13 

pedestrian environment against Parcel 3A. 14 

  MR. SEAMAN:  In the top right image 15 

on the screen you'll see that the vertical 16 

columns are actually separating the pedestrian 17 

path, which is the left and the vehicular path 18 

which is on the right.  So there is a small 19 

pedestrian ADA accessible path on the left side 20 

adjacent to 3A. 21 

  And in fact, on 3A I'm not sure of 22 
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Omar presented this, but there are actually 1 

public restrooms for the entire project for the 2 

District Pier that are in 3A that are off of 3 

that accessible panel. 4 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  The 5 

rigging polls, they're meant to be decorative 6 

and have lights.  But I would think that they 7 

would attract, you know a lot of lightening 8 

during storms. 9 

  MR. BERTSCH:  The intent isn't that 10 

they're just decorative. They also perform the 11 

functions of holding all the services for the 12 

piers.  You know, they have the water, the 13 

electricity and all that stuff  for programming 14 

events. They also provide much like staging or 15 

rigging opportunities to attach things for 16 

events in terms of signage and things like that 17 

as well. 18 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  All right. 19 

I'm going to go look through the plan that I 20 

was referring to, but I'll defer back to 21 

Commissioner May. 22 
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  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Thanks. 1 

  You know, this is a very difficult 2 

project to evaluate, even broken up into pieces 3 

like this.  There's so much going on and there's 4 

so much that's still unsettled, it makes it a 5 

very difficult task. 6 

  One of the consistent problems I 7 

have with it, frankly, and I mentioned this 8 

before but I'm going to say it again, is that 9 

a lot of the drawings that we're seeing are just 10 

unclear. They're fuzzy.  And it just makes it 11 

hard to see the kind of detail that we're 12 

accustomed to seeing.   13 

  Now. you know just to give you an 14 

example, page 1.29 in the submission that we 15 

received, I'm not totally certain where this 16 

sample was taken from because it's not very well 17 

labeled. It just says "Details and materials." 18 

 It looks like the Martin Luther King Library 19 

is, you know, perched to a suburban brick office 20 

building. I mean, that's what the detailing 21 

looks like to me.  And it's unclear. 22 
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  I mean is that exterior metal 1 

channel that we're seeing there which seems very 2 

tightly spaces, is that actually the glass box 3 

portion of the office building? 4 

  MR. CALDERON:  That is correct.  5 

And I think that we didn't use that in our 6 

presentation because we had the same 7 

reservations you do, it's not very clear. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  Well, 9 

then do us a favor:  Don't even give us something 10 

like this. I mean, give us something that's 11 

really representative of what the project looks 12 

like. 13 

  MR. CALDERON:  Understood. 14 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  This is just -- 15 

and frankly, I wouldn't mind seeing replacement 16 

drawings for all the fuzzy ones.  And in the 17 

future cases that we're going to be hearing on 18 

the 12th  and after, I'd like to see better 19 

drawings.  So if there's time to improve the 20 

quality of the drawings, I'd like to see that. 21 

  I mean it just doesn't do me any good 22 
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to take something that was made for a resolution 1 

for print like this and then blow it up like 2 

that. Okay?  And that clearly what has happened. 3 

  Let me just give you another example 4 

of this just so you understand the kind of things 5 

I have a problem with.  I mean, page 1.14 where 6 

it was supposed to be looking at the WMATA shaft. 7 

 And I can't really tell what's going on there, 8 

it's so fuzzy. It's just -- it's worthless.   9 

  I know that you have two different 10 

architects working on this. But it would be 11 

helpful to see complete elevations of the 3A 12 

and 3B on the northwest side where they come 13 

together with that arch in between.  I don't 14 

think I've seen one that shows the full 15 

architectural detail of both buildings 16 

side-by-side.  I don't know if I saw one on the 17 

southeast side or not. It's hard to remember. 18 

  The portal to the Mews on the 19 

southeast side, I mean it is treated as if it's 20 

just a gap in the building. And there's nothing 21 

that indicates that that's a passage.  Are you 22 
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trying not to have people go through that or 1 

pedestrians?  This is from the southeast side 2 

going into the Mews where you're going under 3 

the hotel building.  There's really nothing 4 

about that facade.  It's just like it's a hole. 5 

 There's nothing to indicate that that's a 6 

portal.   7 

  I don't know why it was designed that 8 

way.  It seems to me that it ought to indicate 9 

that there's some sort of portal, which it ought 10 

to be welcoming in some way. And frankly, I mean 11 

when you look at it you don't even have the 12 

openings of the windows lining up with the 13 

opening of the portal, so it doesn't look like 14 

it makes sense architecturally.  It just seems 15 

poorly done. 16 

  Are you confident that whatever 17 

you're going to plant on the trellis between 18 

it, that that's going to grow given the amount 19 

of sunlight that you're not going to get in that 20 

location? 21 

  MR. BERTSCH:  We did so sunlight 22 
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studies to see that and not me, but the landscape 1 

architecture of Nelson Byrd Woltz is the one 2 

that is picking the plants. And they feel 3 

confident that that is going to work. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  Sorry if 5 

I'm kind of bouncing all over the place, but 6 

it's hard to keep all these comments organized. 7 

  The roof relief on both structures, 8 

first of all, I'm really glad that the mechanical 9 

room that was pretending to be an architectural 10 

embellishment but was clearly not, I'm glad 11 

that's gone away. I think the relief that's being 12 

requested is not very well considered at this 13 

moment. I think it's making for a worse building 14 

than it needs to be. 15 

  My point is that while it's easy to 16 

understand that with the amount stuff that you 17 

need to put on the roof that it's not going to 18 

all fit given the relatively narrow profile of 19 

the buildings that you're dealing with.  But 20 

pushing all of it to the interior courtyard space 21 

is not necessarily the best strategy for dealing 22 
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with it.  You'll wind up, you know the 3A 1 

building suffers because the 3B building's 2 

mechanical space is pushed all the way to the 3 

north.  And I think that if you can pull that 4 

off, at least part of the way, and narrow the 5 

mechanical building so you get some kind of 6 

setback, even if you can't get 18.6, if you can 7 

six or eight or ten all the way around, I think 8 

it would be a better building all the way around. 9 

  You know, it's especially bad when 10 

you're dealing with these tights constrained 11 

spaces.  I mean, the major purpose of having 12 

a setback, obviously, is to make it look like 13 

the building is not as tall as it really is with 14 

a mechanical space on it.  But it does have an 15 

impact on light and air, and especially when 16 

you're dealing with courtyards. 17 

  At the entrance to the office 18 

building for 3A there isn't anything that really 19 

indicates that that's the entrance to the office 20 

buildings other than it being , presumably, some 21 

signage on the yawning or something like that, 22 
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right?  There's nothing in the articulation of 1 

the facade that indicates that that's the entry 2 

to the office, does it? 3 

  MR. CALDERON:  There's the canopy. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  A canopy.  5 

Okay.  But there's a canopy for the retail, too, 6 

right? 7 

  MR. CALDERON:  There's a canopy for 8 

the retail on the District Pier side. 9 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Oh, but not on 10 

that side?  So all we've got is an entrance?  11 

Okay.  So that's a little bit better.  Again, 12 

it's hard to see with the elevations that I have. 13 

  What is that sort of pocket of space 14 

that's next to the entry and then the space on 15 

the side that's labeled FCC; what is that?  If 16 

you look at it in plan -- 17 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Fire department 18 

connection, I believe. 19 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  So why is 20 

there a pocket of open space there?   21 

  MR. CALDERON:  There's a door that 22 
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leads out of the WMATA exhaust shaft -- 1 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Right, but 2 

that's not at the full depth of it. 3 

  MR. CALDERON:  Right. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  So I'm wondering 5 

why you have a -- I mean, it looks like it's 6 

a 10 or 14 foot deep recess on that facade. 7 

  MR. CALDERON:  Right. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  You know what's 9 

driving that? 10 

  MR. CALDERON:  I think the geniuses 11 

of it was providing a little bit of relief in 12 

access out of the WMATA shaft and it started 13 

a line dimensionally architecturally to some 14 

other elements in the facade. 15 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I see. So it's 16 

nodding up at the recess at the fourth level 17 

or something like that -- 18 

  MR. CALDERON:  Correctly. 19 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  So I'm just a 20 

little bit concerned about that because right 21 

next to the entrance to your office building 22 
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you're basically creating an unsafe space, 1 

right? I mean, you all know about defensible 2 

space and things like that, but it seems like 3 

it's a curious thing to have sort of a tiny dead 4 

end alley right next to the entrance. 5 

  MR. SEAMAN:  I believe it's within 6 

the exhaust, so it's actually behind the solid 7 

wall or the louvers, 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  It doesn't seem 9 

to indicate that in a plan.  So if i'm 10 

misunderstanding it -- 11 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Okay.  That's not the 12 

intent. The egress and the exhaust are supposed 13 

to be in one sort of seamless shaft to come out. 14 

 The egress gets out at the first floor, the 15 

exhaust continues up and then out at the second 16 

floor. So if that's what we've got shown on the 17 

plans, the intent was certainly not to provide 18 

a -- 19 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I mean, this is 20 

next to the shaft. This is not where the shaft 21 

is itself is what I'm thinking about. 22 
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  Anyway, I mean you see what the issue 1 

is. 2 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Understood, yes. 3 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 4 

  Okay.  In the courtyard space, the 5 

hotel wall for the wing of the hotel, the 6 

L-shaped wing that joins up with the rest of 7 

the 3A building, right at the corner there is 8 

a vary large blank wall and then that joins up 9 

I think with the mechanical space above. I know 10 

that that's fronting on service space or 11 

stairway or something like that, but it is a 12 

very large section of light brick wall, and I 13 

think you ought to take a look at that. I don't 14 

know if there's an opportunity to put windows 15 

in there into the service space or some other 16 

treatment, but it just seems like it's a lot 17 

of brick. 18 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Could the 19 

Commissioner clarify where -- 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I think it's the 21 

other gentleman's building, which is the 3B 22 
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building, and it's right where the L is formed. 1 

 And he's nodding his head like he knew what 2 

I was talking about. 3 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Excuse me, 4 

Commissioner May. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 6 

  MR. GLASGOW:  We want to make sure 7 

that we understand you. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Sure. 9 

  MR. GLASGOW:  And we want to make 10 

sure that we're looking at the right thing. 11 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  So it's 12 

hard for me find it in a -- and we don't have 13 

an elevation of that. Oh, here we go, we do have 14 

an elevation.  2.2.7.  It's a section 15 

elevation. 16 

  It's a blank brick.  I mean, it's 17 

a minor -- 18 

  MR. SEAMAN:  The office building? 19 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes, but not to 20 

the people in the office building and not to 21 

the people in the hotel. I mean, I guess from 22 
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the hotel you can't really see it.  But, you 1 

know people walking down the Mews are going to 2 

be able to see it, people who are looking at 3 

the building are going to see it.   4 

  MR. SEAMAN:  I think that's 5 

actually drawn incorrectly. It's the profile 6 

of the office building adjacent. 7 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  No, I'm not 8 

talking about that portion. I'm talking about 9 

to the right of the windows in that elevation. 10 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Oh, yes.  East wall. 11 

 Okay.   Okay.  That's just one of my pet 12 

peeves. 13 

  MR. CALDERON:  Okay.   14 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Large space of 15 

blank wall. 16 

  MR. GLASGOW:  We understand. 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  So who is the 18 

dockmaster?  I mean, is there a dockmaster now? 19 

  MR. SLOOP:  There is a harbor master 20 

that D.C. Police.  And the dockmaster is meant 21 

to supplement that program.  The dockmaster 22 
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would be both for the same entity that would 1 

manage the rest of the facility, but they would 2 

have their own boats, their own program.  They 3 

would be the ones that would be programming the 4 

space, they'd be the ones that would be leasing 5 

out the transient slips, they'd be -- the 6 

gangplank management and all those guys would 7 

be in there. So they're a water neighborhood 8 

watch kind of -- 9 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  All right.  I 10 

guess that sort of helps. 11 

  Let me just say that the dockmaster 12 

has got some excellent office space. 13 

  MR. SLOOP:  I think there are 14 

several people in line for that position. 15 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes.  I mean, 16 

I'm just across the water from there, and I've 17 

got nice office space. I  mean nice view, not 18 

a nice office building.  But that's a really 19 

nice spot and it seems like it's a really big 20 

spot, and I didn't quite understand. I mean, 21 

how much space do you really need and is that 22 
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building any bigger than it needs to be? 1 

  MR. SLOOP:  Well, there's multi 2 

functions within the building. It's meant to 3 

be the dockmaster space.  You know, so it'll 4 

be assuming there 24/7.  It is like a conning 5 

tower.  There will be continuously maintained 6 

people on the radio for safety purposes.   7 

  Kind of nighttime patrol. It will 8 

have a nighttime water patrol. 9 

  But it's also meant to be kind of 10 

welcoming and a hosting station for, you know 11 

imagine a ship of state has come from some 12 

country and the District Mayor is coming down, 13 

and they unload in there.  And there's a little 14 

gathering area, maybe a little ceremony, a 15 

little welcoming area. 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  So in other 17 

circumstances like this is the dockmaster space 18 

typically elevated like that? 19 

  MR. SLOOP:  Actually, it's 20 

typically in the lighthouse. 21 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  And so 22 
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the dockmaster in this circumstance is going 1 

to be employed by -- 2 

  MR. SLOOP:  The project 3 

association. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Oh, the project 5 

association? 6 

  MR. SLOOP:  Yes. 7 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  All 8 

right. 9 

  And on the plan it shows that there's 10 

retail below and then I heard also that it would 11 

be a restaurant below. Is it retail, is it 12 

restaurant or is it both, or-- 13 

  MR. SEAMAN:  It's neither actually. 14 

  The dockmaster program has -- the 15 

second floor is actually a flexible space that 16 

could be used for, you know as Rob mentioned, 17 

greeting folks, having -- 18 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  The ground 19 

floor? 20 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Second floor with the 21 

elevated view and then the steps down. 22 
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  I think it's shown in error on here 1 

as retail. It's not meant for retail. In fact, 2 

the -- 3 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  So how many 4 

floors is there? 5 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Two. 6 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  It's two. 7 

  MR. SEAMAN:  It's two. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  So upper level 9 

is what? 10 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Upper level is just an 11 

open function space. 12 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Open function 13 

space?  Oh, I thought that the dockmaster was 14 

going to be in the upper space so that he or 15 

she could survey all around him because usually 16 

he's in the lighthouse, right? 17 

  MR. SLOOP:  That's correct. He's 18 

already going to be above the water at plus -- 19 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Eight feet. 20 

  MR. SLOOP:  Plus eight at that 21 

point. 22 
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  MR. SEAMAN:  We thought putting the 1 

dockmaster at the end at the elevation actually 2 

precluded the public from having a very 3 

significant view out from the end of the pier. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  So I'm 5 

beginning to question the need for a two story 6 

building here.  I mean if it doesn't really need 7 

to be here. 8 

  I mean, one of the things I'm 9 

concerned about is -- I mean, yes, it's a nice 10 

idea but it's also very close to the park there. 11 

 And so I'm not saying it shouldn't be there, 12 

I'm just getting a little nervous about this. 13 

 I mean at one point it seemed like it was really 14 

necessary, that the dockmaster was going to be 15 

on the second floor surveying over everything 16 

that's there, but now you're telling me it's 17 

just a party room.  And I'm not so sure that 18 

that's what we want to do there. 19 

  I think it would be helpful to have 20 

a little bit more information about exactly how 21 

that building will be used. 22 
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  But there's definitely not going to 1 

be a restaurant there, right? 2 

  MR. SEAMAN:  No. 3 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  All 4 

right. 5 

  We have the letter from the 6 

Commission of Fine Arts. I agree with all the 7 

various criticisms of building 3B having to do 8 

with the clock tower and the other architectural 9 

embellishment that theoretically marks the 10 

entry to the building.  I agree with all of those 11 

criticisms and I look forward to seeing how that 12 

evolves in response to those criticisms. 13 

  I do also agree with their interest 14 

in the architecture of the dockmaster's 15 

building.  I think that that's a god example, 16 

you know the issue of size and appropriate of 17 

size. I think the architecture of it is simple 18 

and appropriate and I think it gives good clues 19 

as to how the rest of the public space might 20 

be designed. 21 

  I'm not fond of the very large posts, 22 
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the rigging -- whatever they're called, rigging 1 

towers.  I understand the approximate need for 2 

them for certain circumstances.  I'm not really 3 

fond of having lots of large  banners flying 4 

across there all the time, so maybe that's part 5 

of the concern. 6 

  I think that bases are too big and 7 

heavy.  And the sort of uplighting of those 8 

things.  I think that it really needs to be a 9 

relatively subdued lighting scheme. And I just 10 

don't see the need for these massive towers. 11 

  The Office of Planning had several 12 

concerns that were in their report, and I'm not 13 

sure that they were -- I saw something in their 14 

presentation that said something about OP 15 

comments.  But I don't feel like you addressed 16 

some of the particular ones that I had seen. 17 

  Something about a second floor 18 

bridge to Parcel 4. Is that in the project or 19 

out of the project? 20 

  MR. SEAMAN:  It's out. 21 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  And the 22 
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treatment of the hotel restaurant and closure, 1 

I know that you addressed that a little bit and 2 

you referred to a specific manufacturer's 3 

product, right, NanaWall? 4 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Right. 5 

  MR. KAMALI:  NanaWall there 6 

because. 7 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  This basically 8 

a folding wall, right? 9 

  MR. KAMALI:  A folding wall that an 10 

be also opened. 11 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  Now a 12 

couple of questions if I understand what you 13 

meant there, but I'm not sure that everybody 14 

did. 15 

  The paving the Mews, I think we got 16 

a little bit more information on that. I'm not 17 

so concerned about that. 18 

  The block house portion of the 9th 19 

Avenue -- sorry, the 9th Street building.  So 20 

the architecture of that building itself and 21 

the concerns that the Office of Planning had 22 
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about that large heavy objects within that 1 

avenue. 2 

  MR. BERTSCH:  Well, I tried to 3 

address it in the concept that the stairs and 4 

elevators were there and they're most of the 5 

width, and there's just a back house kind of 6 

need for that facility as well that's going to 7 

be tucked in behind there as well. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Did you look at 9 

alternative materials? I mean, doing something 10 

that was glassier, lighter or --  11 

  MR. BERTSCH:  As I said, the bases 12 

of the rigging polls we're kind of looking into 13 

now.  So we'll look at that as part of the bases 14 

of the rigging polls as well. 15 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  And then 16 

just so I understand, that area where the canopy 17 

is and right next to the stairs and elevators 18 

and such, I mean, there are going to be trucks 19 

driving under that to get to the alley, right, 20 

to the Pier Mews? 21 

  MR. BERTSCH:  The canopy extending 22 
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over the District Pier we're looking at 1 

removing.  Down the Pier Mews there are those 2 

archways that are up above what the trucks need 3 

for clearances. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Okay.  I mean, 5 

what I'm just concerned about is that having 6 

a cover over that and having the rest of that 7 

treatment the way it was, it sort of -- 8 

  MR. BERTSCH:  There was a conflict? 9 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  -- implied that 10 

it was really a people place and not a truck 11 

place.  I mean, I'm not as concerned about the 12 

issue of vehicles and people in the same space, 13 

but I am concerned about -- I was less concerned 14 

about that particular circumstance. 15 

  And I guess that's about it for me. 16 

 Thank you. 17 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  All right. 18 

The drawing happens to be the Pier House ground 19 

floor plan.  And, again, it isn't numbered but 20 

I had a question about -- or maybe I don't 21 

understand just the drawing and the 22 
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representation of the elevators next to the 1 

watercourt. 2 

  MR. BERTSCH:  Next to the 3 

watercourt there's just a stair down. 4 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  That's a 5 

stair? 6 

  MR. BERTSCH:  So there's a water 7 

feature in the square in front of it -- 8 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Right. 9 

  MR. BERTSCH:  -- that's going to be 10 

a water element shooting fountains up it and 11 

then the water it kind of looking to cascade 12 

down to the first level of garage with the stairs 13 

marching down to it. 14 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Okay.  So 15 

that it's not blocking? 16 

  MR. BERTSCH:  No. 17 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Okay.   18 

  MR. SEAMAN:  The stair is an open 19 

stair. It doesn't continue up past the first 20 

floor. 21 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  One other 22 
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question:  Where does the slip come from, what 1 

part of the world? 2 

  MR. BERTSCH:  I think in part that's 3 

why we're looking at the Kebony.  The Kebony, 4 

it's a common -- it's Southern Pine or something 5 

very common and what it is the pressurization 6 

treatment and a result it gets the same hardness 7 

as the epay wood, which is kind of tropical wood 8 

and has some issues to it. 9 

  So, that is why we are moving towards 10 

looking at the Kebony. 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Commissioner 12 

Turnbull? 13 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Thanks, 14 

Mr. Chair. 15 

  I just wanted to go back and pick 16 

it up Commissioner May's comments about the 17 

dockmaster building. I think we're going to need 18 

to have that resolved.  I think there's some 19 

questions about the drawings you show retail 20 

but there's not retail if the dockmaster is not 21 

up there.  I think there's still some issues 22 
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that need to be solved. Sounds like there's some 1 

question on the operational ability of that 2 

area. 3 

  Again, reiterating the 4 

impressionistic drawings. On one level they're 5 

okay, but on another level for us to really 6 

understand what the building's going to look 7 

like, we need better drawings. 8 

  The only other thing is that on 9 

drawing page 2.6.3 the dockmaster perspective 10 

view in the book that we have.  A minor little 11 

-- you have people out in the water, and it's 12 

just cute.  I don't know if it's just -- 13 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I saw that, too, 14 

but I was going to let that one go. 15 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  I know. I 16 

know. But I thought I'd just bring it up. It's 17 

been a long a night and I just wanted to point 18 

that out to you guys. 19 

  MR. SLOOP  Thank you.  That's the 20 

dockmaster. 21 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  That's the 22 
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dockmaster?  Well, hey, if he can do that, I'll 1 

take that job. 2 

  MR. SLOOP:  I told you he's 3 

specially qualified. I told you the list was 4 

long, indeed. 5 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  He walks on 6 

water.   7 

  MR. SLOOP:  Essentially the one who 8 

walks on water. Yes, sir. 9 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Help me 11 

refresh my  memory, Mr. Glasgow. I thought that 12 

at the last hearing that I asked that we comment 13 

-- or maybe we're going to do it on the 31st 14 

-- that we comment on some of the issues and 15 

concerns raised by Chairman Litsky of ANC 6D. 16 

Didn't I ask for that? 17 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Well, they have their 18 

meeting coming up, and we're continuing to work 19 

with him. 20 

  He's got testimony this evening. 21 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Well, I understand. 22 
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But I asked -- his previous letter I asked for 1 

comment. I asked you all to respond  to that 2 

and I'm trying to remember that I asked for on 3 

the 31st. 4 

  MR. GLASGOW:  I thought we were 5 

going to be able to do that after they had their 6 

next meeting. 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  And you all 8 

are going to respond?  I just wanted to make 9 

sure that that's something that's coming in.  10 

Okay. 11 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes.  That's 12 

correct. Because if possible -- 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I don't know 14 

whether I asked for it or I dreamed about it. 15 

 Because you know when you're down here a lot, 16 

you dream about stuff.  Okay.   17 

  MR. GLASGOW:  No, you asked for it. 18 

And I think we think that after July 9th would 19 

be the best time. 20 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  That's good.  21 

Okay.  Thank you. 22 
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  I don't want to contradict myself,b 1 

ut I was reading -- and I do want to ask those 2 

questions. And, Mr. Sloop, I'm glad that you 3 

went into it in your presentation about the 4 

anchorage and some of the things that were 5 

proposed. 6 

  One of the things that one of the 7 

people who asked for party status mentioned is 8 

he says during the boating season -- and I'm 9 

going to ask it the way they have it here, and 10 

it's not necessary to go through your whole 11 

presentation. But it says "During the boating 12 

season are the upper north and west reaches of 13 

the Washington Channel are occupied by 12 to 14 

15 anchored vessels that were approximately 40 15 

to 60 feet in length.  These vessels are 16 

predominately from outside the District of 17 

Columbia and are often visiting from other 18 

countries.  Visiting boaters have a positive 19 

impact on the community as they participate and 20 

tour, shop" and it goes on and on. 21 

  I don't know if you had a chance to 22 
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even read this, but the presentation you gave 1 

gave me the impression that while we raised these 2 

concerns, those boaters and those who come from 3 

across the country, or the world, or whatever 4 

would be able to still utilize the channel.  5 

Is that kind of what your presentation was? 6 

  MR. SLOOP:  That's absolutely 7 

correct.  The anchorage in that channel is 8 

controlled 100 percent by the D.C. Harbor 9 

Master, and he's the one who will allow anchoring 10 

in that channel based on whether crowds, and 11 

those types of things. 12 

  One of the reasons that we were kind 13 

of excited to see that -- could you dim the lights 14 

a little?  We were rather excited to see that 15 

boat anchor in this is to give you a perspective 16 

of just how much space there really is.  And 17 

it should be noted that the area for anchorage 18 

that is outside of the Federal Navigation 19 

Channel remains absolutely unchanged.  So the 20 

area between the Federal Navigation Channel and 21 

the East Potomac Park is exactly the same as 22 
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it is today. 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you. 2 

  MR. SLOOP:  And can I also add just 3 

to maybe put this in perspective, the D.C. Harbor 4 

Master has given us a letter of support for this 5 

plan. And his records indicate that last year 6 

in 2011 exactly 90 people registered and 7 

anchored during the entire year.  And that 8 

includes the -- 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So basically it's 10 

such an interesting design, there's pretty much 11 

no change, we'll still be able to use the 12 

facility or those boats or ships coming in, 13 

they'll still be able to do the same thing they 14 

have been doing? 15 

  MR. SLOOP:  And we actually think 16 

it's been enhanced.  Because we have now a 17 

transient boater facility where those people 18 

can go on their dinghies and go in that's 19 

dedicated to them. 20 

  We will have a, like I said, the 21 

dockmaster's program to watch out and make sure 22 
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they're not dragging anchor. And we plan to offer 1 

mobile pump out service so that is an 2 

environmental standard that prevents some folks 3 

from not taking the time to go and pump out their 4 

holding tanks. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  And Mr. 6 

Schiesel, I'm going to ask a question about the 7 

loading between Parcel 3A and Parcel 3B. 8 

  When I look at sheet 4.7 and I look 9 

at how the loading is going to work, if I look 10 

at sheet 4.7 and it talks about off of Pier Mews, 11 

it looks to me like there's a lot of confusion 12 

there. How is that going to be managed, other 13 

than tell me that everyone's not going to show 14 

up at the same time? 15 

  MR. SCHIESEL:  All loading and 16 

deliveries for these buildings are going to have 17 

to be scheduled beforehand and coordinated when 18 

they arrive and depart.  And building 19 

management will also be responsible for making 20 

sure the trucks come in and through and where 21 

they need to. 22 
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  I mean, these drawings show several 1 

maneuvers overlayed on the same. It's not 2 

intended to show, you know eight trucks at the 3 

same time. It's more where the trucks begin and 4 

their turning maneuvers showing that they can 5 

make all the turns necessary throughout the Mews 6 

and the shared spaced.  In other words, get into 7 

the docks and out of the docks. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  So we have 9 

a contingency plan, though, if they do show up 10 

all at the same time, but we're trying to prevent 11 

that.  Is that a fair assessment? 12 

  MR. SCHIESEL:  Yes, we're trying to 13 

prevent that? 14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I knew that was 15 

going to be asked.  But I'm saying we have 16 

something in place that if everybody does show 17 

up at the same time -- because here's the thing. 18 

 I hear a lot of this and then when I go out 19 

and I think about you transportation guys when 20 

I'm sitting in traffic and I see things not 21 

exactly working, like you're saying around here, 22 
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so I know there has to be some other type of 1 

way. I'm sure there should be some kind of plan, 2 

I'd just like to know what the plan is. 3 

  MR. FLAJSER:  If I could interject? 4 

 The hotel will have a full time dock master 5 

as well, so that will be a managed facility at 6 

the hotel and the hotel will have a majority 7 

of the deliveries. 8 

  We try to schedule it off-peak, as 9 

best we can and the majority of trucks want have 10 

come in bright and early and get out of the way. 11 

  We don't have residential back 12 

there, so that's something that we think we'll 13 

be able to do. 14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So what happens -- 15 

so what is the contingency plan if it does 16 

happen; that's all I want to know?  Are they 17 

going to knock me over while I'm riding my 18 

bicycle?  I mean, where are they going to stand 19 

and wait to be able to get into the loading dock. 20 

 That's the plan I'm looking for. Where are they 21 

going to be? 22 
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  MR. FLAJSER:  We could have them 1 

queuing up coming down the line, coming down 2 

the Mew there. But in reality for us we're not 3 

going to have a big onslaught of trucks because 4 

typically they're regular deliveries like your 5 

food deliveries which are regular.  The only 6 

time you have irregulars is when you're setting 7 

up for a specific event, and that's something 8 

that we know well ahead of time and schedule. 9 

So -- 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So you would not 11 

object to that being a condition that this 12 

problem won't exist? 13 

  MR. FLAJSER:  I'm sorry? 14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  That what I'm 15 

looking at here, this problem won't exist with 16 

all the trucks, even though I understand what 17 

Mr. Schiesel is saying about the queuing and 18 

driving?  So you don't have that as far as being 19 

a condition? 20 

  MR. FLAJSER:  I don't. 21 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  All right. 22 
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 I didn't say I was going to make one, I was 1 

just seeing how sure you were yourself. 2 

  The other thing is I have to agree 3 

with Commissioner Turnbull. I kind of like -- 4 

and I was almost scared to say this after I hear 5 

Commissioner May.  But I kind of like the way 6 

the architecture is going. I'm not going to get 7 

into the clock issue or anything like that, but 8 

I do kind of like the way that this is looking. 9 

  Let me just ask this:  The wood that 10 

we have up here at the dias, not the wood that 11 

we were talking about, the big piece that you 12 

have to bring in? 13 

  MR. GLASGOW:  No. We're trying to 14 

sort that out as how we can get that 15 

representation to you for the 31st. Because 16 

that's the piece that you were talking about 17 

that forms the barrier between landside and 18 

waterside. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Right. Right.  And 20 

it's going to be heavily travelled, obviously? 21 

 Right. 22 
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  MR. GLASGOW:  The piece, the way 1 

that I understand it, was we had a piece that 2 

was used as a barrier between landside and 3 

waterside. And I thought you wanted to have some 4 

type of representation of what that was, that 5 

piece that's like 2 feet-by-2 feet.  That's the 6 

huge log bench. 7 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  No, I thought I 8 

asked for something else.   9 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Oh, well okay.  10 

That's not how we understand. 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.   12 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Do you want the 13 

piece-- 14 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Do you 15 

want the type of wood or do you want the size? 16 

 The actual representation -- 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  No, no, no.  I 18 

didn't want  -- no, I don't want the actual size. 19 

 No. I wanted to know the piece of wood that 20 

I think was heavily travelled. 21 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Oh, that you're going 22 
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to be walking on? 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Right, that's what 2 

I was looking for. 3 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Okay.  That's the -- 4 

  MR. BERTSCH:  Walking on is the 5 

stuff that we have here, the Kebony. 6 

  MR. GLASGOW:  It's up there. 7 

  MR. BERTSCH:  That is there. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Is this it? 9 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes. 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  I thought 11 

that was it.  I was wondering what this other 12 

big piece is -- you're talking on sitting on 13 

the -- no, I didn't want to see that. 14 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Right. Good. All 15 

right.  We can get that off the list. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  For me you can take 17 

that off the list. Maybe somebody else, because 18 

I was told if I sit up here, somebody may push 19 

me over. 20 

  Okay.  That's really all I have.  21 

Any other questions? I think that's all I have. 22 
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  Chairperson Litsky -- okay. 1 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Mike 2 

Brestin has a taxi service to the wharf.  Are 3 

you planning on that as well from anywhere, even 4 

the airport? 5 

  MR. SLOOP:  Yes. As a matter of 6 

fact, we're very excited about.  That's all 7 

occurring out the Transit Pier, and that's one 8 

of the reasons that we had that low floating 9 

dock and the different ways to get up there.  10 

We're working directly with the river taxi 11 

people to try to figure out how to best 12 

accommodate them.  And, you know, of course the 13 

dream would always be to have Georgetown, the 14 

airport, the Pentagon, Alexandria, National 15 

Harbor, The Yards, you know have a whole system 16 

like that.  But there needs to be a certain 17 

volume and a certain critical mass of waterfront 18 

structure and people using the water to create 19 

that tipping point. 20 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Okay.  21 

Because you did discuss selling tickets at  the 22 
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dock master's place.  1 

  MR. SLOOP:  That's correct. 2 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  So that's where it 3 

would be located, right there? 4 

  MR. SLOOP:  Right. So I mean 5 

ultimately it would be great if that turned into 6 

a regular commuter ferry service at some point 7 

or, you know water taxi. So, that's all part 8 

of the whole critical mass. 9 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  So where 10 

else would you sell tickets to, though, from 11 

the dock master? 12 

  MR. SLOOP:  Actually from the 13 

Transit Office. That's the purpose of it. 14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Any other 15 

questions? 16 

  Okay.  Let's do cross-examination. 17 

Chairman Litsky, do you have any cross? 18 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  My 19 

drawings on 2.3 Parcel 3B perspective for the 20 

wharf, and by 2.5.0 District Pier Watercourt 21 

both show signage for the District Pier and for 22 
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the Intercontinental Hotel, and yet I understand 1 

that those signs are going to no longer be here. 2 

Is that so. Clarification. 3 

  MR. SEAMAN:  The District Pier sign 4 

was the second page reference that Mr. Litsky 5 

referenced is one of the issues that the 6 

Commission for the Fine Arts brought up in our 7 

last presentation. And I believe the direction 8 

that we're headed right now is to remove the 9 

canopy structure and remove the signage that 10 

indicates District Pier. 11 

  And I'll let Mr. Flajser talk about 12 

the Intercontinental sign. 13 

  MR. FLAJSER:  The Intercontinental 14 

sign as well as been removed since the last 15 

iteration of these drawings.  So the intention 16 

is that they will not be there. 17 

  ANC COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  Thanks. 18 

  No more questions. 19 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Back on the 20 

signage. There was one in the revision to the 21 

office building on the Main Avenue view looking 22 
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at the building.  There's on that rendering this 1 

one in your PowerPoint, there's still the 2 

signage and maybe that's coming up in the next 3 

the W Sport big signage. Is that also considered 4 

to be reviewed? 5 

  MR. SEAMAN:  That's part of the 6 

Parcel 4b? 7 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  That's 8 

what I thought. 9 

  MR. SEAMAN:  That's not a 4A 10 

submission. 11 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  That's -- 12 

so we're going to be talking about that later 13 

then? 14 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Yes, sir. 15 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  16 

Thank you. 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you, 18 

Commissioner Turnbull.  And thank you, Chairman 19 

Litsky. 20 

  GPSA, any cross-examination?   21 

  I think you had a suit on the other 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 149 

night.  You took --  1 

  MR KOPP:  I was wondering if anybody 2 

-- 3 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Good man.  Thank 4 

you. 5 

  MR. KOPP:  Yes. Just a couple of 6 

quick questions. 7 

  Yes, sorry. My name is Jason Kopp, 8 

I'm the President of the Gangplank Slipholders 9 

Association.  I live at 600 Water Street 10 

Southwest at Gangplank Marina. 11 

  A question of clarification.  We 12 

just wanted to understand a little bit better 13 

the management roles when we're talking about 14 

dockmaster and harbor master. And what we heard 15 

from the Applicant was that the dockmaster might 16 

be leasing slips, perform patrols and in an area 17 

that's kind of between Gangplank which extends 18 

throughout the site and Capital Yacht Club in 19 

the middle. So, we were just trying to get 20 

clarification on what the differences between 21 

the dockmaster and the harbor master and their 22 
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roles. 1 

  MR. SLOOP:  Well, the harbor master 2 

is the actual authority. They're the only ones 3 

that would have -- well, between them and the 4 

Coast Guard and the Navy and those folks, those 5 

are the only ones that would have authority to 6 

pull someone over or to, I guess, arrest anybody. 7 

But the dockmaster is one of the guys that would 8 

supplement that; to be an extra set of eyes and 9 

eyes. They would have something that would be 10 

going around if there were people who super rowdy 11 

over in the anchorage, for instance, a 12 

dockmaster would probably be the first one that 13 

would get that call. They would be able to assist 14 

in anyway.  And they would function in terms 15 

of leasing slips and things as an the Gangplank 16 

management does now, but their role would be 17 

also extended to managing other commercial 18 

operations and scheduling and coordination at 19 

the Transit Pier, as well as doing the bookings 20 

and organization and helping the ships come in 21 

at District Pier. 22 
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  MR. KOPP:  So I guess just a 1 

follow-up to that would be then would their be 2 

Gangplank management located in the section of 3 

Gangplank Marina where a majority -- 4 

  MR. SLOOP:  Where the Gangplank 5 

people are?  Yes. Oh, yes. We do envision 6 

there's -- 7 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Rob, let me just answer 8 

this. 9 

  I think there's two separate 10 

management functions.  One is the dockmaster 11 

that presides in the dockmaster building that 12 

will be responsible for the common areas; the 13 

District Pier, the Transit Pier, the transit 14 

moorings and the transit anchorages at the north 15 

end of the of the site. 16 

  There's also a Gangplank Management 17 

Office that functions just as the Gangplank 18 

Management Office does today that's responsible 19 

for the 300 or so slips in the Gangplank Marina. 20 

 So, there may be some cross functions, but the 21 

intent is there's a dockmaster specifically for 22 
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those sort of transient functions and then 1 

there's a Gangplank Management entity that it's 2 

charge of Gangplank Marina. 3 

  MR. KOPP:  That was helpful. Thank 4 

you. 5 

  And then one last question since 6 

there's mention made of the boat movement plan. 7 

We just wanted to ask the Applicant if the 8 

movement plan identifies specific impacts to 9 

live aboards or specific impacts to the sample 10 

items listed in the stage-one PUD such as 11 

parking, mail access to the marine, and perhaps 12 

like any slip costs or -- excuse me, any costs 13 

to slip holders associated with boat movements? 14 

  MR. SEAMAN:  I think there's not a 15 

landside component at this point as far as mail 16 

delivery and parking. We can certainly add that. 17 

The intent is to continue the services and the 18 

infrastructure as we had represented, both 19 

landside and waterside. 20 

  And as far as the movement of the 21 

boats, we haven't actually address that but we'd 22 
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be happy to in a future version. 1 

  MR. KOPP:  Okay.  And we'd 2 

appreciate that because we think it's important 3 

to overall quality of life, and that's one of 4 

the things that we have to finalize before the 5 

completion of the Zoning order. 6 

  Those are the only questions that 7 

we have for now. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you. 9 

  Let's move right along with the -- 10 

let's go to the Office of Planning. And I think 11 

as mentioned last time, unless there are 12 

questions, DDOT will just stand on the record? 13 

 Okay.   14 

  Mr. Jesick? 15 

  MR. JESICK:  Thank you, Mr. 16 

Chairman and Members of the Commission. 17 

  The Office of Planning supports the 18 

overall design direction for the project, 19 

especially the open spaces, and we recommend 20 

approval of all elements of all elements under 21 

consideration at this evening's public hearing. 22 
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  As the Commission noted, we did have 1 

a few leftover concerns. We're glad to see that 2 

the Applicant has revisited the rooftop 3 

structures and the WMATA vent, and we look 4 

forward to looking at the final designs for those 5 

elements. 6 

  We also did have a concern about the 7 

visibility through the 9th Street Plaza.  We 8 

love the café there, it provides a lot of 9 

animation for that space.  We were hoping to 10 

maybe have a little more visible porosity for 11 

views to the water from kind of up in the 12 

neighborhood down through the 9th Street 13 

corridor. 14 

  Something new that we heard this 15 

evening regarded control access at the end of 16 

the District Pier. I may have misheard that, 17 

but we just wanted to be sure that the public 18 

would have full access out to the very end of 19 

the pier under most scenarios. 20 

  But overall, we do support the 21 

design of the project. And I'd be happy to take 22 
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any questions. 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Mr. 2 

Zimbabwe, did you just want to tell us you're 3 

going to stay on the record or -- 4 

  MR. ZIMBABWE:  Yes. DDOT stands on 5 

the record of our testimony last Thursday, I 6 

guess, the 28th of June and our written report 7 

as well. 8 

  We're happy to answer any questions. 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you 10 

both very much. 11 

  Commissioners, any questions of 12 

either the Office of Planning of DDOT? 13 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  No. 14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Commissioner 15 

Turnbull? 16 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yes, I just 17 

had one thing.  You were worried about the 18 

building on 9th Street. You worried about the 19 

size and the transparency 20 

  MR. JESICK:  Yes, I'd say both.  21 

You know maybe it could be solved by just somehow 22 
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having more transparent materials. We just felt 1 

line the stone structures maybe blocked too much 2 

of the visibility from the from, I guess you 3 

could say the upland side down towards the water. 4 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  I think 5 

Commissioner May had touched on some of that 6 

also.  So I think we're in consensus with you 7 

on that.  8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Any other 9 

questions? 10 

  Do we have any cross-examination 11 

from the Applicant for the Office of Planning 12 

or DDOT? 13 

  MR. GLASGOW:  No 14 

cross-examination, but I think Mr. Seaman can 15 

help clarify one item that was brought up by 16 

OP. 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Why don't we do that 18 

now?   19 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Sure. On the issue of 20 

the controlled access, when Mr. Sloop had 21 

mentioned that it, it's purely for the emergency 22 
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situation. So if for some reason if there was 1 

a terrorist attack or an emergency situation, 2 

you could cordon off the end of the pier and 3 

use that for secured access for first responders 4 

and emergency vehicles. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  All right. Any 6 

cross of Office of Planning of DDT? 7 

  MR. GLASGOW:  No, sir. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Does the ANC 9 

have any cross?   10 

  And Gangplank, okay, any 11 

cross-examination of Office of Planning or DDOT? 12 

  MR. KOPP:  We just had one question 13 

for you.  We're wondering if the District has 14 

anybody that can review the water plan for like 15 

comment?  The main reason we had that question 16 

is that we can better inform our membership of 17 

what comments may have been provided on it. 18 

  MR. JESICK:  We did request 19 

comments  from the harbor master and our usual 20 

contact at MPD as well.  MPD did respond saying 21 

they had no concerns within the project, but 22 
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we did not hear directly from the harbor master, 1 

but he did not respond to our request for 2 

comments. 3 

  MR. KOPP:  Okay.  So I guess in 4 

follow-up, that that would be the only 5 

equivalent for the D.C. Government There's no 6 

way to get a point-by-point with you or anything 7 

or anything of that sort? 8 

  MR. JESICK:  Can you elaborate on 9 

that a little further, a point-by-point review 10 

of -- 11 

  MR. KOPP:  Well, we're just curious 12 

if, for example, where to our membership, yes, 13 

you know the Harbor Patrol says they support 14 

here is why. If there's any additional detail 15 

from any D.C. Government official that we could 16 

provide? 17 

  MR. JESICK:  You know, I would reach 18 

out to the harbor master again and tell them 19 

that the residents of the area are requesting 20 

further review. But I don't know that I can 21 

guarantee a response. 22 
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  MR. KOPP:  Okay.  Thank you. 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Let's see 2 

where we have. Do we have any other evidence 3 

to be discussed, or any other government 4 

reports?  Okay.   5 

  Let's go to ANC 6D. Chairman Litsky, 6 

if you can come forward. 7 

  You might want to clear the area 8 

because after this we'll go through our 9 

witnesses. 10 

  ANC CHAIRMAN LITSKY:  Good 11 

afternoon, Commissioner. My name is Andy Litsky, 12 

and I live at 423 N Street Southwest. 13 

  I'll be delivering testimony on 14 

behalf of ANC 6D, where I serve as Chairman. 15 

  I'm also the Single Member District 16 

Commissioner representing the Landside 17 

Residential Waterfront Complex that is directly 18 

adjacent to this community as well as the 94 19 

Live Aboard Residents whose names are located 20 

at the Gangplank Marina, the only residents 21 

actually living with the boundaries of the PUD 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 160 

itself. 1 

  As you know, on June 11th ANC 6D 2 

passed a resolution in opposition to the 3 

second-stage PUD. Those concerns were, by in 4 

large, operational in nature and the comments 5 

that I bring forward this evening are as a result 6 

of a series of negotiation sessions that four 7 

of the Commissioners who comprise that group 8 

held over a period of months with the Applicant 9 

as well as subsequent discussions held with the 10 

entire ANC. They were broadly addressed in our 11 

resolution which we had submitted to the Zoning 12 

Commission. 13 

  What is and remains a challenge, 14 

certainly for me, is how to address with any 15 

full assurance that any plan that we're 16 

referring to at anyone particular time in this 17 

proceeding is accurate at the moment. Witness 18 

my two questions about the signage.  We have 19 

an enormous amount of information before us. 20 

Certainly from the ANC we have no staff, there 21 

are just seven of us and we're trying to wade 22 
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through all this information.  So there have 1 

been many iterations over these drawings over 2 

a period of time thanks to frequent review of 3 

various entities. And so I just would hope that 4 

I'll be provided going forward any information 5 

from -- certainly from CFA that would reflect 6 

our comment going forward, too.  Because it 7 

helps to focus us and we have a limited amount 8 

of time to do this as well. 9 

  On Parcel 3A, ANC 6D appreciated 10 

originally in the drawings that were submitted 11 

to us on May 17th the angles of the glass portion 12 

of that building as had been proposed to the 13 

U.S. Commission on Fine Arts.  It's not way 14 

anymore, unfortunately. 15 

  We appreciate the dark color of the 16 

brick presented, and it's certainly more 17 

preferable on this site than the yellow that 18 

had been proposed earlier. This perspective from 19 

Main Avenue of the glass portion now simply 20 

however create a sheer building cliff and facing 21 

the neighborhood that we'd been  hoping that 22 
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we could possibly avoid. 1 

  On this parcel it seems like there's 2 

to many cooks have, you know, spoiled the broth. 3 

  ANC 6D has been excited by the 4 

prospect of the graduate school to be located 5 

on the site.  We hope that they'll remain a part 6 

of this project as originally announced.  And 7 

we appreciate the fact that this is going to 8 

be an office facility, because we do agree that 9 

we want to keep this site as animated as we 10 

possibly can as many years during the day as 11 

we can. 12 

  WE would like to see more animated 13 

retail streetscape facing Main Avenue, and 14 

perhaps as your Commissioners have pointed out, 15 

it's the matter in which the drawings were 16 

produced that gives us the lack of that feeling 17 

of animation. But the ground level retail 18 

pictured in 1.1.2 and 1.1.3 seems fairly stayed. 19 

  We see no reason to have any signage 20 

for the gym.  I'm not going to talk about that 21 

now because now I realize that the signage for 22 
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the gym, as Commissioner Turnbull pointed out, 1 

it not in this parcel, but it's in Parcel 4.  2 

But we'll have a problem with that next time. 3 

  The District Pier is really one of 4 

the more exciting and vibrant aspects of the 5 

entire project.  The notion that we are going 6 

to have a brand new major civic commons and 7 

gathering space right on the southwest 8 

waterfront is an enormous plus for the community 9 

and for the city at large. 10 

  ANC 6D is similarly pleased that the 11 

tall ships will again have a hospitable place 12 

to dock at Washington's Waterfront.  But this 13 

is by no means a deep water port. While we're 14 

not concerned about the length of the piers, 15 

we want to make sure that since this is not a 16 

harbor, that we're going to be able to have these 17 

really tall ships utilize this facility because 18 

of the depth of the Washington Channel. Whether 19 

this at some point needs to be dredged to 20 

maximize that vision is a question for others 21 

to address, certainly not for me. 22 
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  ANC 6D had no issue with the signage 1 

of the District Pier.   We wish it hadn't been 2 

taken out, actually, and we like the overhang 3 

but it's gone.   4 

  For the Pier House.  The Pier House 5 

is another great positive addition to the 6 

project. We appreciate that OP had asked for 7 

a re-examination of the Block House that 8 

contained the space so that more glass will be 9 

added to ensure a greater sense of openness, 10 

views from Main Avenue to the water.  And better 11 

enable people watching and other views. 12 

  And while we appreciate that the 13 

height of the ceiling had been lowered, the roof 14 

had been lowered, we hope that CFA hadn't sliced 15 

it back too much so it will prevent the interior 16 

space from being high enough to allow the 17 

interior tree placement to soar as it had 18 

originally been intended. 19 

  The addition of what appears to be 20 

a green roof -- it is a green roof is a 21 

significant plus, if indeed that's the fact.  22 
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I forgot to put that in my cross. I'll clarify 1 

that later on. 2 

  Parcel 3D. ANC 6D is pleased that 3 

this parcel is going to be developed as a luxury 4 

hotel, our second such welcome amenity to the 5 

neighborhood, along with the Mandarin. 6 

  We appreciate the clock tower. And 7 

we wish it were, perhaps, a little bit higher 8 

and on three sides, at least.  But we are 9 

wondering how the clock is going to lighted in 10 

the evening and we're waiting to hear that plan. 11 

  Additionally, since it is a clock 12 

it is only to be facing the water, I wonder how 13 

far away from the building's edge you're going 14 

to have to stand to accurately see what time 15 

it is. I think you may have to be out on the 16 

piers in order to see that, indeed. 17 

  Again, I read about the sign. We're 18 

pleased that the sign is gone.  Very pleased 19 

that the sign is gone. It didn't need to be there. 20 

 That is the sign for the hotel itself. 21 

  Generally just to put it on the 22 
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record, we're opposed to such signage especially 1 

when signage is lighted because it competes with 2 

views from across the channel. And, frankly the 3 

stars of the Washington nighttime are -- the 4 

Washington Monument and the Jefferson, and 5 

they're the ones that really should be the ones 6 

that take precedence. 7 

  For the rigging poles, there has 8 

been much discussion of the of the height and 9 

construction of these poles.  And ANC 6D 10 

appreciates that the Applicant intends to have 11 

these and reasonably activate the space for 12 

special events attaching sound and lighting and 13 

decorations required.  To us that makes sense. 14 

 They seem an ideal blend of form and function, 15 

and we see no aesthetic reason to alter then, 16 

except to note Commissioner May's concern about 17 

the lighting projecting from them.  Lighting 18 

access needs to be subdued and we hope that that 19 

will be amended as well. 20 

  For the Mews, the Mews are among the 21 

more pleasing aspects of development. They 22 
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provide greater opportunity for a mixture of 1 

space, lighting and landscape elements than any 2 

other place at the wharf. It's here that we hope 3 

that you're going to record the Applicant's 4 

significant flexibility to be as creative as 5 

possible. 6 

  The one caution that we continue to 7 

raise is that signage be flush if its lighted 8 

and no so heavily lighted themselves that they 9 

distract from the experience of negotiating 10 

these wonderful interior spaces. 11 

  On the paving.  The paving panels 12 

need to be better presented, that's to use. I 13 

think ANC 6D is still a bit unclear about the 14 

precise kinds of pavers that are going to be 15 

placed in which portions of the project, and 16 

especially within the Mews.  While it's 17 

seasonable to have different types of pavings 18 

that physically and visually differentiates one 19 

function from another; shared, mixed use, 20 

parking and promenade, we want to point out that 21 

pedestrians will have to be crossing different 22 
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paving surfaces through the project. So while 1 

the promenade will remain predominately flat 2 

and easy on the feet, crossing the mixture may 3 

provide pedestrian challenges if they're 4 

wearing high heels and pushing baby carriages, 5 

using walkers or wheelchairs.  So some 6 

consideration might be given to have the 7 

pedestrian pavers run from the promenade to the 8 

entryways of some of those establishments that 9 

face the Washington Channel just to make access 10 

a little easier. 11 

  On the lighting.  ANC 6D 12 

appreciates the comments of the Commissioners 13 

that the lighting throughout the development, 14 

let it be more subdued and functional.  Even 15 

with the more active aspects of the development, 16 

we see no reason to draw attention to draw 17 

attention to the buildings themselves or provide 18 

lighting for lighting's sake.  Thank you for 19 

bring that up.  And that's just integral to any 20 

kind of special event, of course. 21 

  In every respect, this is a 22 
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waterfront, and it's the waterfront that ought 1 

to be the real star here.  Aside from the 2 

teardrop and 20 lighting fixtures that are 3 

standard throughout the District which we'll 4 

assume will be placed on Main Avenue, we still 5 

have no level of comfort for the precise kinds 6 

of lighting that will be incorporate on the 7 

promenade side.  And it's here that 8 

sophisticated lighting design will make all the 9 

difference in the world, and we hope that the 10 

Applicant is going to concentrate on that, as 11 

you've asked them to do. 12 

  Our next ANC meeting. Our next ANC 13 

meeting is going to be held on July 9th. We've 14 

been in contact with the Applicant, they've been 15 

in contact with us.  We've been represented with 16 

a list of items that we will be discussing over 17 

the course of the next week.  And we hope to 18 

provide this Commission an other assessment 19 

about this project when we return for the third 20 

hearing on the PUD on July 12th. 21 

  That concludes my testimony.  I 22 
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thank you for the opportunity to testify this 1 

evening. 2 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you, Chairman 3 

Litsky. 4 

  I just wanted to comment.  I think 5 

you bring up a good point. to some degree it's 6 

not your words these are mine, just some degree 7 

of a moving target.  And things do change as 8 

we go along.  And I'm going to insist, actually 9 

on every piece of testimony I'm going to be 10 

asking the Applicant to respond.  Because I 11 

think the ANC works hard. It's a nonpaid 12 

position.  And I just think that these are 13 

things that the community and ANC, which we're 14 

supposed to give great weight, should be 15 

answered. 16 

  And I'm just trying to figure out, 17 

I think because of the way things are going with 18 

CFA and others, I think there needs to be some 19 

time allotted towards the end for the ANC to 20 

be able to respond to something that's more 21 

nailed down. Because the way I see it now, just 22 
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like sign change you mentioned and -- so at some 1 

point in time I just want you to know from my 2 

standpoint we're going to allot a time. I'm not 3 

sure how we're going to do. Mr. Glasgow and I 4 

and my colleagues, we'll work that out.  But 5 

I think we want you to be commenting on something 6 

that's nailed down as possible as opposed to 7 

a moving target. 8 

  So, I just wanted to put that comment 9 

out there.   10 

  Commissioners, any questions of the 11 

Chair? 12 

  Okay.  Any cross-examination?  Any 13 

cross-examination. 14 

  Okay.  Thank you very much. We 15 

appreciate it. 16 

  Okay.  We have to call for persons 17 

in support first.  Okay.  I have three names: 18 

 Dan Waldrop, would you come forward?  You 19 

wanted to testify in support? 20 

  Bob Crass?  Craft?  Okay.  It's 21 

early tonight.   22 
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  Richard Westbrook?  Richard 1 

Westbrook, come forward. 2 

  Is there anyone else who like to 3 

testify in support?  Okay.  Okay.  Whenever 4 

you're ready, you may being.   5 

  MR. WALDROP:   I have nothing 6 

prepared or planned. 7 

  I hate to say it out loud, because 8 

Commissioner May said before that he didn't want 9 

to hear Capital Yacht Club said again.  But I 10 

represent Capital Yacht Club, and the Commodore 11 

to Membership to represent -- 12 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I'm sorry.  13 

What did you say I didn't want? 14 

  MR. WALDROP:  Last week you said you 15 

didn't want to hear Capital Yacht Club mentioned 16 

again. 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Oh. 18 

  MR. WALDROP:  It was early on. 19 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Oh, sorry about 20 

that. 21 

  MR. WALDROP:  But anyway, I really 22 
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just threw my name in the hat because you see 1 

all the oppositions and we have a group of the 2 

membership, we have the Board of Trustees that 3 

work with Hoffman.  And they voted -- excuse 4 

me, I'm very nervous.  But they voted us to -- 5 

and I represent the Board of Trustees -- the 6 

Board of Directors.  And the Board of Trustees, 7 

the whole plan together and brought forth the 8 

membership and we voted to support Hoffman. And 9 

that's basically the reason I put support. 10 

  So, that's it. That's all I got. 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Hold your 12 

seat. We may have some questions for you. 13 

  Mr. Westbrook? 14 

  MR. WESTBROOK:  Thank you. 15 

  I'm Richard Westbrook. I reside at 16 

505 9th Street Southwest.  Testified last 17 

Thursday about certain things, and I left you 18 

a copy of my comments to the City Council when 19 

these plans were looked at and finally given 20 

a small area plan requirement. 21 

  What I've presented to you tonight 22 
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is what is in the Comprehensive Plan for the 1 

Southwest Waterfront. And I think I'll just read 2 

the first two items. 3 

  Revitalize and redevelop the 4 

Southwest Waterfront along Main Avenue as a 5 

major destination and service ares for the 6 

currently 20 million visitors that should be 7 

added to each year to the nation's Capitol City 8 

with consideration of the following in 9 

consultation with effective residents and 10 

businesses, and with local federal and other 11 

interested stakeholders. 12 

  This was approved by the City 13 

Council December 15 in 1998 and voted original 14 

February 19, 1999. 15 

  I think you all have to find that 16 

it is not inconsistent with the Comprehensive 17 

Plan.  So this is what is in the Comprehensive 18 

Plan as far as I know. They didn't rescind it 19 

the last time. 20 

  If you see that Item 7 which I talked 21 

about last Thursday "Construct a boardwalk type 22 
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of connection between existing lower promenade 1 

and proposed terminal facility on East Potomac 2 

Park, the boardwalk incorporating a pedestrian 3 

bridge across the channel near 14th Street would 4 

link the fish wharf the Festival Marketplace." 5 

 That was at that time was what we were thinking 6 

about, a little different here. this current 7 

proposal. 8 

  We also had some consideration of 9 

how to get people to and from this facility as 10 

well.  And in that first item under C "Indicate 11 

with attractive and informative signage safe, 12 

pleasant and convenient pedestrian connections 13 

between existing tourist attractions along 14th 14 

Street Southwest and those of the National Mall 15 

and the Southwest Waterfront." 16 

  Case in point is that first 17 

photograph, I think you all have one original, 18 

and this is a Xerox copy which shows the Banneker 19 

Overlook.  This has been a continuous problem 20 

of how to connect the Southwest Waterfront with 21 

the rest of the Mall area. So this whole area 22 
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now is under consideration about redevelopment 1 

and so on.  And we've always had this problem 2 

of getting people from the Overlook down to the 3 

waterfront and across Main Avenue without 4 

getting run over by automobiles and buses, and 5 

so on. And so this is a continuous problem. 6 

  There have been three or four major 7 

proposals to do this.   And s far back as when 8 

we were considering the International Trade and 9 

Cultural Center, which was not built here but 10 

was built in the Ronald Reagan Building uptown. 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Mr. Wesbrook, I'm 12 

going to need you to wrap-up. 13 

  MR. WESTBROOK:  Yes. That's what I 14 

got. 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.   16 

  MR. WESTBROOK:  That's what I want 17 

consideration for. 18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Great. 19 

  Okay.  Commissioners, any 20 

questions of this panel?   21 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  No. I just want 22 
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to be sure -- I'm sorry, I didn't get your name? 1 

  MR. WALDROP:  Dan Waldrop. 2 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Mr. Waldrop, 3 

that I was going to hear from the Capital Yacht 4 

Club. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Now I did confused, 6 

Mr. Waldrop. You said that you were here in 7 

support.  The Yacht Club is here in support. 8 

  MR. WALDROP:  Correct. 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  But you said 10 

something about opposition, too.  So I was just 11 

trying to -- 12 

  MR. WALDROP:  I just put down in 13 

support of.  And I'm not opposed to anything. 14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.   15 

  MR. WALDROP:  We're here in support 16 

of. And everybody wants its cake and eat it too. 17 

 I'm here in support of. 18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Okay.  19 

Great.  All right.  20 

  Any cross-examination from the 21 

Applicant? 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 178 

  ANC have any cross? 1 

  Gangplank, any cross? 2 

  Okay.  Well thank you both. We 3 

appreciate it. 4 

  Gangplank. I asked. I like Gangplank 5 

a little better, maybe I should have said GPSA. 6 

  Okay.  Let's go to opposition:  Mr. 7 

Sullivan, Philip Johnson, Scott Berg, 8 

Christopher Snow, Quentin Borges Silva. Robert 9 

Doty, C. Barconi.  CC representative C. 10 

Barconi.   11 

  You know what?  I forgot about you. 12 

 I just got through mentioning Gangplank and 13 

then forgot about Mr. -- well, okay. 14 

  Well everybody can hold their seat. 15 

 Let me see if I can get this straight.  Barconi. 16 

 Oh, okay.  Oh, but he didn't say whether he 17 

was going to -- okay.   Thank you very much. 18 

  Let me see, who else?  Oh, you 19 

testifying?  Commissioner McBee. 20 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  It's on the list, 21 

too. 22 
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  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Yes.  We don't have 1 

enough seats.  But we're going to go to the party 2 

in opposition first, so if everybody else can 3 

just make themselves comfortable. 4 

  Okay.  Gangplank?  Okay.   5 

  MR. KOPP:  Good evening, Chairman 6 

Hood and Commissioners. 7 

  We just wanted to come here this 8 

evening to let you know that we're still in 9 

discussions wi the Office of Planning pending 10 

issues, and we're very grateful to the Applicant 11 

for their time and effort that they're putting 12 

into working with us on these issues.  And we 13 

plan to report back any progress at a later time. 14 

  We also just want to take a brief 15 

moment to thank the Zoning Commissioners for 16 

your continued willingness to allow us time to 17 

allow work to address these unresolved issues 18 

from the Stage 1 PUD.  And we also want to thank 19 

the ANC for their continued support in this 20 

process. 21 

  That's all. Thank you. 22 
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  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Great.  1 

Thank you. 2 

  And any questions for the party in 3 

opposition? 4 

  Does the Applicant have any cross? 5 

  ANC have any cross? 6 

  Okay.  Thank you very much. We 7 

appreciate it. 8 

  Okay.  Let's go back to our list 9 

here. 10 

  I'll tell you what? Instead of me 11 

going and doing all that, we'll start to my left, 12 

your right and we'll begin with Commissioner 13 

McBee. 14 

  ANC COMMISSIONER McBEE:   15 

  Thank you.  My name is Ron McBee, 16 

I'm the Single Member District Commission for 17 

the ANC for 6D03. I reside at 827 3rd Street 18 

Southwest. 19 

  I do have a couple of items this 20 

evening.  One of the items that I have is looking 21 

through some of the cross sections, and I was 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 181 

looking for the utilities for where those 1 

utility line are.  And I believe, if I'm not 2 

correct, I read somewhere where they're going 3 

to be under Main Avenue.  I have a question about 4 

those utility lines running under Main Avenue 5 

because I think as we look for public 6 

transportation they may impact the impediments 7 

of putting light rail in. And if it we still 8 

have an idea to put light rail that would be 9 

coming to M Street and Main Avenue.  So, I would 10 

like to see that that those utilities be put 11 

on private property. 12 

  Also, sharing with Ms. Cohen, is the 13 

aggressive vehicles on the wharf.  This has 14 

always been an issue for a number of people in 15 

our community of how that plan will work.   16 

  I think the bollards could be used 17 

as a way that we see here in our District, to 18 

limit the request to certain requests so that 19 

the bollards could be lowered and be raised. 20 

  I fear that with the retail elements 21 

that we will have here that with the delivery 22 
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of trucks, that we will have trucks coming 24/7 1 

to our area.  I see that with our Safeway store 2 

down on 1st Street where we do our best to limit 3 

those, but at the time they are -- they miss 4 

their deadline for their delivery. The Safeway 5 

closes at 11:00 in the morning for delivery.  6 

And so some of the people who come, they're still 7 

on the clock, they're wanting to make their 8 

delivery.  They were held up somewhere.  So, 9 

it is an issue that I see that we will have people 10 

backed up. 11 

  One of the things also is the lay 12 

by that we have that we have on Main Avenue for 13 

delivery.  I'm sure that we don't want to have 14 

beer truck out there, so those lay bys that are 15 

going to be Main Avenue for delivery should be 16 

limited in some way.  I'm not sure how that's 17 

going to be done. 18 

  Another question here I have as much 19 

discussion from the community as been having, 20 

we've got it up in our ANC testimony about the 21 

pavers.  A lot of people, we have a rather 22 
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elderly community, but we also have a lot of 1 

young types.  And young people as well as 2 

special needs community.  And those pavers do 3 

pose an issue, and I think Commissioner Litsky 4 

pointed out particularly for people with high 5 

heels, also with walkers and particularly making 6 

egress across the walk. Not so much the pier, 7 

but the walk there. 8 

  The other part that we haven't seen 9 

yet is much about how ADA is going to be addressed 10 

here with some of the changes in elevation. 11 

    So, let me just sum up real quickly. 12 

Is that last item is the carter rock stone at 13 

the bottom of the rigging post, to me that's 14 

very heavy, very -- it stops people from having 15 

views, and I just think it's overly weighty.  16 

   17 

  So thank you very much.  I apologize 18 

for taking more time than allocated. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  No problem. 20 

 Thank you.  Next. 21 

  So everybody can take that -- 22 
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everybody can take a few seconds. I think how 1 

many seconds was that.  Fifteen seconds. 2 

  ANC COMMISSIONER McBEE:  Yes, I 3 

tried to make it quick. 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Everything 5 

can take 15 seconds over, including you, Mr. 6 

Snow.  I gave Mr. Wesbrook a minute. I didn't 7 

know anybody was counting. 8 

  So go right ahead. I'll give you a 9 

minute, since you asked for it. Go right ahead. 10 

  MR. SNOW:  Good evening, Mr. 11 

Chairman and Commissioners. 12 

  My name is Christopher Snow.  I've 13 

been a D.C. resident for 15 years and a boat 14 

owner for more than five years. 15 

  I've considered the Washington 16 

Channel a critical extension of East Potomac 17 

Park and the reason that so many residents come 18 

down to picnic, to fish and to look at the boat. 19 

  Although I'm currently a slipholder 20 

at the Capital Yacht Club, even before I owned 21 

a boat my family spent countless evenings at 22 
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East Potomac Park enjoying the cool air and the 1 

view of anchored boats from around the country 2 

and the world. 3 

  In the last five years I've spent 4 

many evenings, weekends and occasionally whole 5 

weeks anchored in the Channel enjoying the 6 

natural environment and the views of the 7 

monuments at East Potomac Park teaching my 8 

children to kayak and sail and just appreciating 9 

a unique resource in the midst of our great city. 10 

  I support landside development in 11 

this application entirely and the idea of 12 

greater use of the waterfront by D.C. residents 13 

and visitors.  However, none of this requires 14 

that the piers be extended 200 feet or that the 15 

historic safe anchorage be eliminated.  It's 16 

a question of reasonable scale, a redesigned 17 

seawall, a reaction pier, a transit pier, even 18 

a reasonably sized District Pier would all fit 19 

just as well into the existing dock area or into 20 

a much small extension.  There's no need to take 21 

half of the existing open water for these 22 
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purposes. 1 

  Last week the Applicant described 2 

the existing uses of the Channel as merely a 3 

parking lot for boats, yet the Applicant wants 4 

to add over 100 slips to this parking lot.  In 5 

fact, that was just Gangplank, that's in 6 

addition to some additional slips at the other 7 

marinas.   8 

  A much smaller extension of the 9 

docks could accommodate the existing number of 10 

slips at the Capital Yacht Club and the Gangplank 11 

while still making room for most the proposed 12 

new uses.   13 

  There's room for compromise. For 14 

example, the existing safe anchorage is north 15 

of the bend in the Channel, basically between 16 

7th Street and the Fish Market. If these areas 17 

of open waters were preserved in essentially 18 

their current size, there would be room for 19 

anchored tourism and for safe use of small use 20 

for a recreational pier while still allowing 21 

gangplank docks and commercial activity on Pier 22 
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4 to be extended further into the less protected 1 

part of the Channel. 2 

  Changing the shape of the Gangplank 3 

Marina while retaining at least the current 4 

number of slips could provide all the space 5 

required for new piers. At the same time reducing 6 

the proposed size of the recreational pier, the 7 

District Pier, the Transit Pier and the new 8 

marine off the Fish Market would leave a larger 9 

turning base and, therefore a greater safety 10 

margin for visiting ships and commercial 11 

vessels, cruises, Capital Yacht charters and 12 

the Transit Pier. 13 

  As it stands, the proposed water 14 

plan is a privatizing of a public resource to 15 

provide revenue generating docks so we can 16 

operate as partners at costs to D.C. residents 17 

and all future visitors to our nation's Capital. 18 

Please do not allow it to proceed until the 19 

developers have submitted a water plan that has 20 

less impact on this historic public space. 21 

  Thank you. 22 
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  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you. 1 

  Next? 2 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Good evening, 3 

Chairman Hood and the Commissioners. Thank you 4 

for indulging in my continued presence here at 5 

these hearings. 6 

  My name is Phil Johnson, and I live 7 

at 411 Walnut Street, Green Cove Spring, 8 

Florida. 9 

  Last week I took the opportunity to 10 

file as party status, and I was told that there 11 

are basically two reasons why -- or possibly 12 

three -- Seven Seas Cruising Association could 13 

not register as a party. 14 

  And the first was that the project 15 

was not in the Channel. 16 

  The second was that the Federal 17 

Channel was not under D.C. control. 18 

  And the last was that the Seven Seas 19 

Cruising Association was not in the District 20 

of Columbia. 21 

  As part of the presentation given 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 189 

last week the Market Pier was presented. And 1 

by all the maps that I see and charts I see, 2 

that was in the Army Corps of Engineer's channel. 3 

  Unless the intent, and I believe 4 

there is an intent to listen to the public, and 5 

I thank the Commission for allowing me this time 6 

to speak, to revisit this issues, you can either 7 

have it in the Channel or discuss it as an issue, 8 

as it's own issue of control -- or not control, 9 

but planning for the Channel. And I can't see 10 

where, you know the separate issues cannot be 11 

addressed together.  I'm here tonight to 12 

discuss these issues. 13 

  The areas of concern are public use 14 

areas and are historically used by our members 15 

of the Association.  The District of Columbia 16 

was designed as a national capitol and changes 17 

to its design should probably have national 18 

input. 19 

  The changes that the developer or 20 

the Applicant has provided require some sea 21 

crunching, he calls it Tetras.  This Tetras of 22 
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moving slips around provide immediate impact 1 

to the anchors that are there out there, because 2 

it's going to move them around. Now he will say 3 

that the Harbor Master is going to control where 4 

the vessels anchor. To my knowledge, the 5 

Applicant's submission to the Army Corps shows 6 

a mooring field which is inexecutable and it 7 

doesn't show the anchorage. And if they are, 8 

I'd like the Commission to ask the Applicant 9 

to show where they are and how he plans to 10 

sequence that with all the rest of the moves, 11 

because the extension of the Channel is in fact 12 

 immediate. 13 

  A couple of corrections from the 14 

information that was provided last week. 15 

  It was said that the anchorage is 16 

free.  Well, it is when it's used, but generally 17 

speaking the vessels that use that anchorage 18 

that come ashore pay about $17 for access to 19 

the docks and services including pump out in 20 

the water. 21 

  They spend most of their days 22 
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ashore, and they do spend money and see the 1 

sights in town. 2 

  The boats that generally use these 3 

anchorages generally do not rely on air 4 

conditioning and they take wind from the bow, 5 

which means that they like to be moored out into 6 

the wind to allow the wind to be captured by 7 

the scoops and things that keep the vessel 8 

liveable in the summer months.  Their systems 9 

are set up so that they can live off the grids. 10 

They don't require power. 11 

  Cruisers, as a general rule, feel 12 

safer at anchor in an urban environment than 13 

being tied to dock and subject to the issues 14 

ashore. 15 

  The last is that catamarans have 16 

very large beams and many marines do not have 17 

slips which are going to accommodate them.  Now, 18 

I'm not sure that in the diagrams that I've seen 19 

from the Applicant that he has slips of 20 

sufficient bean to accommodate some of the 21 

larger cruising catamarans that exist today. 22 
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  That concluded my remarks. 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you very 2 

much. 3 

  Mr. Solon? 4 

  MR. SOLON:  Commissioners, I am 5 

Washington homeowner Gene Solon was impressed 6 

at how hard you worked last Thursday to do the 7 

right thing for a developer, community and city. 8 

Mr. Hood's revelation about his 9 

southwest/southeast traffic experience was 10 

telling, and I agree with his conclusion that 11 

biking isn't anywhere near as effective a cure 12 

for roadway traffic congestion and parking as 13 

 Gorove/Slade and DDOT crack it up to be. 14 

  As a proper solution to traffic 15 

problems generated by high density development, 16 

let them ride bikes sounds too much to me like 17 

let them make a cake. 18 

  I thank the ANC 6D Commissioner 19 

Shockley for her courageous expression of 20 

opposition to proposed Phase 2 of the 21 

development project, including its proposed 22 
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Parcel 3 and other pier extension. But the oath 1 

we witnesses took obligates me to tell her and 2 

everyone else the truth, the whole truth and 3 

nothing but the truth which is that all of us 4 

must finally accept the reality that faced with 5 

the failure of other means, the only remaining 6 

means for the reduction of harmful traffic 7 

congestion is, yes, project density restraint. 8 

  As I made clear in conversation with 9 

Ms. Shockley while we sat at the ANC office 10 

months ago, I believe that the project's 11 

building height's profile line should slope more 12 

decidedly downward from the Parcel 1 and 2 areas 13 

southward toward Pier 4. 14 

  The D.C. company has a plan and the 15 

Anacostia Waterfront Initiative clearly 16 

emphasized the need for all of us to take water 17 

bodies and water view sheds seriously. Proposed 18 

pier extensions, channel constriction and slip 19 

numbers increase would make the Washington 20 

Channel a skinny creek and people at Harbor 21 

Square, the Mandarin Hotel and the Banneker 22 
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Overlook will be up the creek when they find 1 

that their views would be not of water, but of 2 

the tops of boats.  Views,   pier extension, 3 

Channel constriction, waterway traffic patterns 4 

and waterway safety are all tightly 5 

interconnected subjects, and this Commission 6 

should not neglect to address any of them. 7 

  Evidence I and others possess shows 8 

that HMC representatives Glasgow and Seaman and 9 

ANC 6D Chairman Litsky were incorrect in 10 

claiming that HR-2297 states that Washington 11 

Channel piers should be extended. 12 

  When Mr. Hood invited parties to ask 13 

us questions on this, Mr. Glasgow declined, and 14 

so did Mr. Litsky despite my silent gestures 15 

of encouragement to ANC 6D and others to question 16 

us. Did they not have proof of the validity of 17 

their claims? 18 

  Note:  ANC 6D has still not answered 19 

the June 22nd questions I emailed it about the 20 

geniuses of this June 21st statement to this 21 

Commission on HR-2297 contents. 22 
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  Earlier today, Councilmembers Cheh 1 

and Evans held a joint public meeting on the 2 

Sustainable D.C. Act of 2012. As you know, Mayor 3 

Gray's Sustainable D.C. Program aims to make 4 

our nation's capital an environmentally 5 

healthful place. As a participate in the series 6 

of Sustainable D.C. Workshop sessions leading 7 

up to the crafting of legislation and 8 

regulations, I advocated for mandatory 9 

coordination and timely focus upon the 10 

environmental impact of development projects. 11 

 I intend to send forward a copy of my full 12 

testimony for review by Ms. Jay and Mr. Emens, 13 

et al.  Let us all support Mayor's Gray 14 

Sustainable D.C. Program and avoid doing 15 

anything to embarrass  him. 16 

  Commissioners, impressive amounts 17 

of private profit and public revenue can be 18 

accumulated without overreaching for every iota 19 

of land, water and sky.  Human restraint and 20 

success are compatible. 21 

  Case 11-03A processes and plan can 22 
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be refined so as to satisfy everyone.  I cannot 1 

in good conscious support any part of the 2 

stage-two plans now, but I'm wiling to support 3 

an HMW waterfront redevelopment project as soon 4 

as I'm assured of its future humanness. 5 

  Thank you. 6 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you. 7 

  And let the record reflect he went 8 

over a minute and 15.  Mr. Wesbrook only went 9 

over a minute. 10 

  Next? 11 

  MR. BERG:  Chairman Hood, Vice 12 

Chairman Cohen, the Commission, I'm Scott Berg 13 

a Florida resident full time cruiser, sailor, 14 

kayaker, sailboard racer and fisherman. 15 

  And I believe that the redevelopment 16 

of the Washington Waterfront and maintaining 17 

the existing wide navigational Channel and 18 

recreational harbor are not mutually exclusive. 19 

 The city's efforts to significantly expand 20 

access to local waterways are to be applauded, 21 

as are the developer's commitments of 22 
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significant investments to enhance both 1 

residents and visitors' experience at The Wharf, 2 

originally known to be called.  Urban 3 

waterfronts are always an attraction and a new 4 

wharf with its restaurants, shops, hotels and 5 

markets will be a huge landside draw, and that 6 

is why I oppose the waterside development as 7 

it is now presented. 8 

  There simply must be a way to improve 9 

shoreside facilities and provide greater access 10 

to the water for all without encouraging on the 11 

very things that appeal to most people who visit 12 

the waterfront. 13 

  I first sailed to Washington Harbor 14 

and anchored in 1983, and dropping our anchor 15 

in the Channel for the first time we drew in 16 

an array of vessels showing flags from all over 17 

the world. It was a stunning realization of a 18 

wonderful close-in resource we never knew.  19 

Meeting and talking with these visiting cruisers 20 

changed my feelings about our local waterways. 21 

 Until then, although I look ashore at five miles 22 
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away in Arlington, Virginia, and I see I'd seen 1 

it all my life, I'm embarrassed to say it hadn't 2 

occurred tome that Washington, D.C. was as much 3 

a part of the world cruising destination as St. 4 

Katherine Docks in London or the Siene Banks 5 

in Paris. 6 

  Further the protective nature of the 7 

Washington Channel and Harbor presented small 8 

boat sailing, canoeing, kayaking and most 9 

recently dragging boat racing all within the 10 

view of the Washington Monument and Jefferson 11 

Memorial. 12 

  The sailors who came here, ranging 13 

from a young Swedish couple abroad a 27 foot 14 

sailboat to circumnavigators on sail and power 15 

boats exceeding 60 feet in length spoke of the 16 

anchorage as a treasure. Many came because other 17 

sailors had told them it was a 100 mile detour 18 

off the Bay that was not to be missed. They gladly 19 

share their experiences and serve as cultural 20 

ambassadors.  Washington, in returns, offers 21 

shops, restaurant, theaters, museums and now 22 
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baseball games all within walking distance of 1 

the Washington Harbor. 2 

  While admittedly far fewer 3 

travelers come by boat than by car, bus or train, 4 

they're a unique brand of visitors and I believe 5 

they should be encouraged and cherished. The 6 

vocal opposition of the world cruising community 7 

speaks volumes to me of the great value many 8 

place upon the harbor and anchorage here. It 9 

makes the Washington Waterfront what it is. 10 

  If you displace the protected 11 

anchorage at the western end of the Channel, 12 

I submit that it will be a significant loss to 13 

the character of the Waterfront. What is the 14 

point of coming to the water to see if all that 15 

can be seen is row and after of dock boats with 16 

none bobbing at anchor in the harbor?  I remain 17 

convinced that a modification of the piers, 18 

docks and mooring facilities can be made that 19 

would permit extensive redevelopment of the 20 

shoreside while maintaining the nautical nature 21 

of our unique anchorage at the top of the 22 
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Channel. 1 

  Okay.  Thank you. 2 

  Next. 3 

  MR. DOTY:  Good evening.  My name 4 

is Robert Doty, and my address is one South Front 5 

Street, Florida. 6 

  I came 700 miles to be here, and I 7 

came here like so many people before me and after 8 

me to visit D.C. to see what it's about.  To 9 

go to your museums, visit the restaurants, eat 10 

there. And unlike them, I came by boat. I just 11 

arrived last week. And I've heard so many stories 12 

about my little anchorage that I've heard so 13 

much about over the years.  This anchorage is 14 

important for a number of reasons. 15 

  We had 80 mile an hour winds here 16 

on Saturday night, and with my 40 foot sailboat 17 

it held in that anchorage. It's a good anchorage. 18 

And it's important to have that confidence that 19 

your boat is going to be safe. 20 

  It's also important to have to have 21 

enough depth to get to your anchorage. And it's 22 
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well known that this particular location is 1 

cherished.  It is well known within our 2 

community all over the United States to come 3 

here and to anchor. 4 

  When I heard that this would 5 

potentially be threatened, I wanted to come and 6 

let you know my thoughts.  I'm an outsider. I 7 

won't be voting you on or off the Commission, 8 

but I am a soul passing through.  And we do talk 9 

to each other. I maintain a website that's been 10 

visited about 32 million people to get my 11 

opinions and hear my advice on sailing.  And 12 

I talk about places that I go to, that I've been 13 

over the last 15 years.  And I've seen too many 14 

instances of wonderful anchorages, protected 15 

anchorages, being made smaller and smaller and 16 

pushed out and taken away.  And when I see that, 17 

it just -- it tears me apart. It's part of our 18 

history. 19 

  People have been anchoring here for 20 

100 years.  And I'd like to see that protected 21 

and continue to be offered for future 22 
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generations. 1 

  That's all I really have to say.  2 

Just keep us in mind. 3 

  Someone mentioned that we spent $17 4 

a day.  My bar tab has been more than that 5 

everyday since I've been here.  So, we do spend 6 

money. We do talk to each other.  We live closer 7 

to the environment than a lot of people do, and 8 

we're real careful. We think that we're good 9 

stewards and we would like for you to continue 10 

to be the good hosts that you have been. 11 

  Thank you. 12 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you. 13 

  Next. 14 

  MR. SILVA:  My name is Quentin 15 

Borges Silva.  I live at 5050 Mulberry Run Road 16 

in Mulberry, Maryland.  I also have a boat here 17 

in the Channel, had a boat here in D.C. waters 18 

since 2006.  And the amount of time I have spent 19 

anchored out in the Channel can be measured in 20 

months. 21 

  So, I actually appreciate the 22 
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comment that you made to the experts earlier 1 

that sometimes when you're stuck in traffic you 2 

have to kind of wonder, you know what the experts 3 

are thinking. Why didn't they maybe resolve the 4 

problem that you're experiencing out in real 5 

life. 6 

  When I heard Mr. Sloop say that 7 

anchoring would be no problem at all and you 8 

can see that 40 foot boat in the middle of that 9 

huge Channel, there's tons of space for 10 

everybody to occupy the soon to be much smaller 11 

space, I'm not an expert but I do have an awful 12 

lot of experience out in that Channel.  And I 13 

can tell you when the wind comes up, when a 1000 14 

ton Spirit Ship goes by or maybe a 1,000 ton 15 

Spirit Ship and a paddle-wheeler at the same 16 

time, a little breeze comes along and all of 17 

a sudden all that space vanishes.  That's not 18 

something you can see in a still photograph.  19 

You have to actually be on the water to 20 

experience it. 21 

  And just a couple of days ago I went 22 
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to the no wake zone out in front of Alexandria. 1 

And this idea of having a water taxi stand at 2 

the dead end of the channel is not well thought 3 

out, I think.  Water taxis make money by 4 

shuttling as many people as they can in a short 5 

period of time, in a day. If they can get one 6 

more trip in by going just a little faster, it 7 

effects their bottom and it goes away, there's 8 

an incentive to go faster.  9 

  It's a no wake zone. If you can be 10 

a taxi stand at the end of the no wake zone, 11 

they will come barreling through just like they 12 

are doing right now in Georgetown, like they 13 

do in the Channel right here where the Harbor 14 

Master really doesn't enforce the no wake zone 15 

at all.  16 

  But also out in Alexandria when I 17 

was out there, a two foot wake coming off of 18 

a water taxi that just left the dock down there, 19 

that's what's going to happen out there in that 20 

anchorage if you put a water taxi stand at the 21 

wrong end of the no wake zone. I'd recommend 22 
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definitely putting that elsewhere. 1 

  Shrinking the Channel up to half its 2 

current size, there is no way that boats would 3 

be able to anchor out there.  It's just not going 4 

to happen. Perhaps you need to experience it 5 

yourself. Go out there and just watch the traffic 6 

come and go for a day. I encourage you to do 7 

that before you sign-off on these plans. 8 

  That's all I have to say. 9 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you 10 

all very much. 11 

  Any questions up here, 12 

Commissioners? 13 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Yes. 14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Vice Chair? 15 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  I would 16 

just like for one person to answer this question: 17 

 Safe anchorage, it seems to me that what you're 18 

defining is that you need is that you need wider 19 

width so that the passing boats do not in anyway 20 

effect the movement of your boat and that -- 21 

well, I'm really not a boater, obviously. But 22 
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I just wanted to understand what does "safe 1 

anchorage" mean to you? 2 

  MR. BERG:  I think I'll take that. 3 

I'm Scott. 4 

  Traditionally when you anchor a 5 

vessel you have what's called scope; that's the 6 

ratio of the depth of the water to the length 7 

of the chain. And five-to-one is normal. 8 

Washington Channel averages 20 feet deep at high 9 

tide up to about 26 feet. It's about 17 feet 10 

at low tide and about a three to four tidal range, 11 

and you assume the high tide. So, at 20 feet 12 

you'd be having a 100 to 120 feet of road out. 13 

  If your boat's 50 feet long, then 14 

a safe anchorage would be an anchorage in which 15 

you would be anchored, you'd have 120 feet of 16 

a chain plus the length of your boat which would 17 

swing in a 360 degree circle.  And that's what 18 

we have now. 19 

  And in that circle now we can still 20 

have the Spirit Ships come down one side of the 21 

anchorage and come back on the other.   22 
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 Some folks talking about the Channel, and 1 

I've been talking about the harbor because there 2 

is a channel that goes through that, but the 3 

way it's actually used it's a large harbor with 4 

boats coming and out and a large number of boats 5 

that anchor in the center, basically. They come 6 

in one side and go out the other. 7 

  So, I use the word "harbor" which 8 

I think more accurately represents it.   9 

  And we're talking about reducing the 10 

Channel, yes but we're actually reducing the 11 

size of the harbor down to a point that most 12 

of us believe there's not a safe swinging area. 13 

  And I think one experience, come out 14 

on Wednesday afternoon, the 4th of July, there 15 

will be 100 boats anchored in the Washington 16 

Channel for the 4th of July.  It's something 17 

to see if you've not seen it. It's really quite 18 

something. 19 

  Is that an accurate answer that 20 

you're looking for?  21 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Yes.  22 
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Let's say, July 4, 2014, how many boats will 1 

be able to be anchored there? 2 

  MR. BERG:  It is the belief of many 3 

cruising sailors from what we've heard from the 4 

Harbor Master's Office, none. That they would 5 

not permit those to anchor in that area.  There 6 

will be a very limited anchorage because there's 7 

already been testimony, as I understand it, from 8 

the cruise ships that are saying that they can't 9 

have boats anchored there and go back and forth. 10 

And I know that testimony came from the cruise 11 

ships that are anchored more on the far side 12 

of the anchorage. 13 

  So, it's my belief that there may 14 

be as few as none, and if I didn't believe it, 15 

we wouldn't be here. It' a long trip from  16 

Florida. 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Any other 18 

questions? 19 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  I just have 20 

one. 21 

  Mr. McBee, you talked about your 22 
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concern for the pavers.   1 

  ANC COMMISSIONER McBEE:  Yes. 2 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  I mean, 3 

you're looking at something like the station, 4 

Union Station, the Belgian pavers -- 5 

  ANC COMMISSIONER McBEE:  Yes.  I 6 

think what we looked at is the pavers look to 7 

be -- or the pictures were sort of uneven and 8 

some of them even sculpted a little bit.  So, 9 

you know the Belgian pavers? 10 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yes. 11 

  ANC COMMISSIONER McBEE:  And so the 12 

concern is about that surface and -- 13 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  You don't 14 

want a repeat of Union Station? 15 

  ANC COMMISSIONER McBEE:  Correct. 16 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.   17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  And I would 18 

agree.  That is something that we need to peruse 19 

a little bit more with the Applicant. 20 

  Let me just ask this question:  Mr. 21 

Sloop, and I've heard you, Mr. Johnson, allude 22 
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to the $17 and above tab.  Have you all had 1 

discussions with the -- I'm just curious. Have 2 

you all had discussions about the anchorage and 3 

all of this with Mr. Sloop and the Applicant's 4 

expert? 5 

  MR. SLOOP:  I mean, we've submitted 6 

inputs to the Army Corps of Engineers and to 7 

you. There was only one opportunity, and that's 8 

where I welcomed the public comments.  We've 9 

had an opportunity to provide that information 10 

to the Army Corps. Unfortunately, it was a 11 

one-way pass. 12 

  The outreach that the developer or 13 

the Applicant has provided has been in the form 14 

of meetings in which we've been, in my particular 15 

case, we were providing services to police and 16 

fire department supporters at Capital Yacht 17 

Club. And so that wasn't -- he lists that as 18 

an opportunity where he was available to take 19 

comment, but many of us were actually performing 20 

services in support of our firemen and our 21 

policemen. 22 
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  So, I don't think that there really 1 

has been an outreach.  And I've indicated that 2 

in my previous correspondence with the 3 

Commission and to the U.S. Army Corps of 4 

Engineers. 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  You know, there's 6 

only so much in our purview, but I just don't 7 

see this Applicant or the city as a whole, 8 

especially under this Administration, trying 9 

not to have people coming in.   And I think 10 

that's what it's about; getting people to come 11 

to the city.  So I'm really having a problem. 12 

  I'm not an expert on the water.  I 13 

can swim just very little. 14 

  So, I'm just concerned about this 15 

whole discussion. And I don't think how much 16 

of my purview I can just ask the Applicant to 17 

have a conversation. Because the District of 18 

Columbia is not about not having people come 19 

to the city, whether you walk or you ride a bike, 20 

or if you come by water.  I don't think, unless 21 

I'm missing something and I'm not the expert 22 
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up here on the waterways. 1 

  So, I would like to see that 2 

discussion had, and it goes back to a question 3 

somebody said earlier about who is the 4 

governmental expert. I forgot who asked that 5 

question. Okay.  Maybe it was Gangplank who 6 

asked that question. Now they got me wondering, 7 

who is the expert?  You know, I don't know how 8 

much it is in our purview, but I would like to 9 

see that discovered a little more. Because at 10 

the end of the day we are making a decision. 11 

And I don't want to make a decision and be 12 

watching Channel 5, I say this a lot about 13 

different cases, and something happens in the 14 

Channel that I had something to do with. I don't 15 

want to see that. 16 

  Yes? 17 

  MR. SLOOP:  Yes, sir. I think you're 18 

absolutely correct about the District ability 19 

to answer this maritime situation.   20 

  I speak in several states and work 21 

with those state municipals regarding anchoring 22 
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issues. I'm actually very active in the Florida 1 

anchoring and mooring programs. And I work 2 

closely with the Florida Wildlife Commission 3 

to deal with the municipalities and the rules 4 

that they're making regarding anchoring and 5 

mooring. 6 

  And we find often that 7 

municipalities or districts  don't have those 8 

resources and need to either, you know, buy them 9 

or not rent them, but contract for them.  And 10 

whoever does that, you know you need to have 11 

the feedback. 12 

  The Applicant has said that this 13 

Channel is wide enough. Well, who from the 14 

government side has said that this is actually 15 

wide enough from the District.  Because you 16 

start talking about standards that exist for 17 

channels. And I know there are narrow channels. 18 

 I took a tanker up the Calcasieu River, which 19 

has a channel of 250 feet, and that was a 27,000 20 

dead weight ton tanker.  There are narrow 21 

channels. But when yo go into the planning mode 22 
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you have the opportunity to make the decision 1 

right, the proper engineering to support it 2 

should be there.  And it should be verifiable. 3 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And I will tell you 4 

that I do want the record to be -- I want 5 

confident level in the record for as far as we 6 

can go on this. And I'm saying it because Mr. 7 

Glasgow's taking good notes he will either 8 

refute it or either he will come forward with 9 

it.  But I assume anytime I will be looking for 10 

it. 11 

  Any other questions up her? 12 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Mr. 13 

Chairman -- 14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Commissioner 15 

Turnbull? 16 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  -- are you 17 

looking for a mooring plan from the Applicant? 18 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I guess giving me 19 

the plan I don't know will help. 20 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Or 21 

something that can be looked at that can be 22 
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discussed? 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Something where 2 

people can have a discussion and somebody can 3 

say "Hey, look, this will work." 4 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.   5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  And it goes back to 6 

Mr. Kopp's question then:  Who on the government 7 

side can authenticate or say that this a valid 8 

plan?  I don't know enough. I'm sorry.  I don't. 9 

 But moving forward at the end of the day for 10 

me surrounded by the Zoning issue for me because 11 

I'm going to approve a plan, and the oath we 12 

take says to protect the residents of the 13 

District of Columbia and all involved. And 14 

that's the oath we take, so that's a part of 15 

it.  If something happens after it and we didn't 16 

do good, that's just one Commissioner's 17 

perspective. 18 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  But, Mr. 19 

Chairman, one of the things that I had presumed 20 

that might give less comfort is I think for 21 

anything that's done in the Channel or harbor 22 
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has to be approved by the Army Corps.  I mean, 1 

there has to be permanence.  So I think that 2 

in some ways they will be looking at this 3 

precisely and providing their feedback at that 4 

time.  So, that's kind of the conflict that'll 5 

enable me to sleep. 6 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Well, but 7 

one of the issues that I think the Chair is 8 

getting at is what they come back and say there's 9 

no mooring in the channel?  Is that -- I mean, 10 

it's going beyond our body of being able to look 11 

at it, but at the same point it is an impact 12 

that the Chair is trying to point out from the 13 

standpoint of the city. 14 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Well, I 15 

get that except I'm just trying to suggest that 16 

they need to go back to the drawing boar and 17 

revisit this project. But I'm just hoping that 18 

he can sleep at night by, you know deferring, 19 

there is going to be an Army Corps of Engineer 20 

review of all this. 21 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Well, maybe with 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 217 

something like that -- I don't really know which 1 

way to go.  But right now I'm a little uneasy 2 

with all the testimony I've heard.  And I know 3 

certain this is not in our jurisdiction but in 4 

a way to me it is because I don't want to have 5 

to rehash and have another hearing. And I guess 6 

someone needs to say, and I know there's a 7 

permitting process and then there's some things 8 

coming in on line later, but at some point in 9 

time I feel a little uneasy about some of the 10 

testimony I'm hearing. 11 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  It is 12 

appropriate -- let me ask the Office of Planning, 13 

have you ever talked to the Army Corps of 14 

Engineers. I mean, can you get a read from them? 15 

Can you request it? 16 

  MS. STEINGASSER:  We can certain 17 

request it.  I think what the Army Corps will 18 

look at is whether the boats are safe. How the 19 

water is used I think is the policy question 20 

that we'll need to look into a little bit more. 21 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  I think 22 
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that will be helpful. 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  All right. 2 

Okay.  That's all I have. 3 

  Mr. Solon, okay go ahead, Mr. Solon. 4 

I'm going to let you take right over. 5 

  MR. SOLON:  As you guys can tell, 6 

I'm from New York, as is Commissioner Cohen.  7 

  Because you mentioned it on a 8 

Thursday, you let it out, I think the District 9 

of Columbia, safety is an issue but I think the 10 

District of Columbia can do a lot better than 11 

New York City did. D.C. I don't think wants to 12 

replicate what the waterfront in New York like. 13 

  Some of those slides were 14 

combinations of the extension of the pier plan. 15 

 It's a trench.  There were other cities in 16 

Texas. San Antonio, that has a waterfront, a 17 

beautiful waterfront.  And the California, Dana 18 

Point side show a boat parking for Pete's sake. 19 

 That's not what I think -- I think the District 20 

of Columbia can do a lot better than that. 21 

  Thank you. 22 
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  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Thank you. 1 

  And, Mr. Solon, let me just add to 2 

this. The reason we kind of went over a minute 3 

for some and some didn't; some were very nice, 4 

is because there's not a lot of people on the 5 

witness list.  When there's a lot of people on 6 

the witness list, I'm just saying for everyone, 7 

the reason why we do this.  When there's a lot 8 

of people, three minutes, we get looks up here, 9 

people in the audience.  So, I just want to make 10 

sure, but we try to be fair because you come 11 

and everyone sits in the audience, may wait for 12 

their time and we want to be always respectful 13 

for that and hear you out as much as possible, 14 

and being fair. Because, I just want to say that. 15 

  Do we have a cross-examination from 16 

the Applicant?  Okay.   17 

  ANC, do you have any cross?  18 

  Okay.  Well, thank you all very 19 

much. We appreciate it. 20 

  Now I have two more people on my 21 

list, Benisse Lester and Michael McDonald.  Is 22 
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there anybody else who like to testify in 1 

opposition, a single person?  Okay.   2 

  All right. We will begin 3 

with Benisse Lester and 4 

we'll end up with Mr. 5 

McDonald. 6 

  MS. LESTER:  Well, good evening. 7 

And, again, thank you for waiting and for your 8 

time. I appreciate it. 9 

  My name is Benisse Lester. I live 10 

at 560 N Street Southwest. I'm a D.C. resident, 11 

and homeowner and taxpayer and former New 12 

Yorker. 13 

  And I just wanted to make a few 14 

comments. I would say that there had been talk 15 

about Battery Park City and so forth, which is 16 

somewhat reviled in New York as something you 17 

don't want to do at a waterfront to include a 18 

waterfront with the density and the blocking 19 

and so forth.  I would share some of what had 20 

been said, but what I think that I'm seeing up 21 

there is an improvement of what I've seen 22 
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previously. 1 

  But what I would ask here, I'm an 2 

artist. I'm also a physician and I've worked 3 

in safety for sometime now. And I would ask that 4 

the developer do more with the aesthetics. 5 

  I see no curves here. I see no color 6 

here.  You know, you can do mosaics.  You can 7 

do more of a unified vision rather than something 8 

of a hodgepodge here. 9 

  There are waterfronts that have the 10 

openness like Boston Harbor has, or Philadelphia 11 

Harbor.  Philadelphia is a beautiful example. 12 

They have mosaics, they have open areas, they 13 

have lot of development and lots to retain. But 14 

they offset it and they did in an aesthetic way 15 

that gives balance to the various stakeholders 16 

  I would say I'd heard that there was 17 

a desire to convey the urban environment out 18 

to the waterfront.  I think, as has been said, 19 

we can do better. 20 

  I think it's important to have more 21 

balance of the open spaces, the green spaces 22 
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and the big blocky structures. To my eye looking 1 

at this it looks like the DOT building down on 2 

New Jersey Avenue, which is a big blocky 3 

building, one after another.  What I hear 4 

described as 12 stories with a large penthouse 5 

on top, well 130 feet plus a large penthouse 6 

that's not exactly 12 stories. 7 

  I would ask to emphasize the green 8 

piece of it. And please protect the trees. I 9 

heard, you know I hope I didn't hear correctly, 10 

but I heard that three of the trees would be 11 

protected. If these are the 100 year old trees, 12 

you know you can't grow those overnight. 13 

  And also, I would just ask here 14 

please this is a wonderful natural resource, 15 

it's a wonderful treasure. Please protect it 16 

for everybody. When you put up with the prime 17 

spaces there, please try to maintain them so 18 

that they're not just for private use and great 19 

from the inside but not great from the outside 20 

for the community. 21 

  Maybe consider what's done in New 22 
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York sometimes is we have the ground floor might 1 

be used for a museum or for public use functions, 2 

and then the upper floors are used for the 3 

private so that that it's a public/private 4 

sharing. 5 

  And I would just ask from a safety 6 

standpoint that the city bear in mind the hard 7 

lesson that New Orleans had when the Army Corps 8 

of Engineers made its recommendations which were 9 

not heeded by the city, and then we all know 10 

what happened with Katrina. So, we have to be 11 

careful from a safety point. These are hard 12 

decisions that you plan not just for the blue 13 

skies, but the hard times and when things go 14 

wrong also.  And please, heed the Army Corps 15 

of Engineers and be careful. 16 

  From a safety standpoint if 17 

something goes wrong, you have to look at 18 

yourself in the mirror.  You'll feel terrible, 19 

you'll all feel terrible. 20 

  Thank you very much. 21 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you. 22 
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  Next. 1 

  MR. McDONALD.  My name Mike 2 

McDonald. I'm a Doctor of Public Health. I have 3 

a background in helping communities. 4 

  The support the landside 5 

development. I think there are many features 6 

that are quite well thought through. 7 

Unfortunately, the waterside is very poorly 8 

thought through.   9 

  The person who testified is not a 10 

local person. This is someone from the West 11 

Coast. The West Coast has very different 12 

navigational issues. And the harbors that he 13 

showed, essentially, are kind of the worst case 14 

scenarios. They were harbors that people are 15 

not going to cruise to. 16 

  This is the nation's capital.  17 

There's actually been a harbor here for hundreds 18 

of years. And we have a responsibility in this 19 

generation to protect the historic value of this 20 

harbor, and this plan does not. 21 

  The Commodore and the Capital Yacht 22 
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Club did represent that the Capital Yacht Club 1 

is supportive of the landside development, but 2 

he didn't mention that actually the Club has 3 

voted to share the concern that the 4 

defederalization of the Channel which would so 5 

impact the harbor is a problem. 6 

  So, there are several things that 7 

I would like you to consider.  The way that the 8 

moorings are being represented, they're not 9 

going to say there are no moorings.  They're 10 

going to say there are moorings, but the moorings 11 

are not functional.  Mr. Sloop did present to 12 

a body of boaters and the boaters very strongly 13 

said it would not work, and it has not been 14 

modified. 15 

  The small sailboats -- I have a large 16 

sailboat and I have a small sailboat and other 17 

vessels. The small sailboats in this new plan 18 

will not be able to navigate this area at all. 19 

It's not feasible because it will be so narrow 20 

that with certain types of wind, you just can't 21 

make it down the Channel.  So I think we have 22 
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got some very serious problems. 1 

  In terms of Homeland Security it was 2 

also represented that this is an asset to 3 

Homeland Security.  It is certainly not.  4 

You're narrowing a very important Channel to 5 

the point where it's not functional.  If you 6 

have any serious problem in the nation's capital 7 

and people can't get across the bridges, people 8 

are going to try to get out of this harbor. And 9 

if you narrow it significantly, you've got a 10 

big problem because you've also got boats coming 11 

up.  So, I would like you to think very carefully 12 

about the Homeland Security issues. 13 

  You also have Helicopter 1.  This 14 

is the nation's flight pattern right over the 15 

federal channel. Right now there aren't many 16 

boats there, but there would be a solid mass 17 

of docked boats where the President's helicopter 18 

flies over. So, do we really want Helicopter 19 

1 to be flying over so many people? 20 

  I think we need to very seriously 21 

question the current development on the 22 
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waterside. 1 

  Thank you. 2 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Thank you.  Any 3 

questions?  Okay.   4 

  Does the Applicant have any cross? 5 

  The Chairperson have any cross? 6 

  Do you have any cross? 7 

  Okay.  Thank you all very much. 8 

Appreciate it. 9 

  Mr. Glasgow?  I'm trying to 10 

remember, are we doing rebuttal and closing or 11 

are we waiting to do that, too? 12 

  MR. GLASGOW:  We can go with the 13 

pleasure of the Chair as to whether or not you 14 

want to do rebuttal this evening or save it for 15 

July 31st. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  What did we do with 17 

the other -- 18 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  July 31st, after the 19 

limited scope hearing. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. I mean, in 21 

that case we have a lot more unresolved 22 
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architectural issues.  I mean we have less this 1 

time, although there are significant -- I mean 2 

the 3D building is likely to change 3 

significantly after further -- 4 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Why don't we just 5 

do that. The 31st isn't going to be long.  Is 6 

this all we have on the 31st? 7 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 8 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Can we do it 9 

on the 31st, can we put it all together? 10 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes, we can put it all 11 

together at that because we're going to continue 12 

to have testimony every hearing bringing up the 13 

same issues about the water. I just as soon just 14 

cover it all at once, because we think we can 15 

address all of those issues. 16 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Let's do 17 

that. 18 

  Okay.  So let's see if there's 19 

anything we need from this particular case?  20 

Anybody ask for anything?  I can't remember? 21 

  MS. SCHELLIN:   I do have a list if 22 
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you want to go down the list? 1 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Do we need to do 2 

that, Mr. Glasgow, so you all can synchronize 3 

and make sure 4 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes, I would prefer 5 

to do that -- 6 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.   7 

  MR. GLASGOW:  -- so that we're best 8 

able to -- 9 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Make sure. Yes. 10 

  MR. GLASGOW:  -- respond to the 11 

12th, yes. 12 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Make sure I have the 13 

right thing, too. 14 

  Starting with Commissioner 15 

Turnbull, but asks that you continue to look 16 

at the lighting.  17 

  He was not happy with the clock on 18 

top, however Commissioner Cohen liked the clock 19 

and I'm not sure where Commissioner May was at. 20 

 I thought he was going to be the tie breaker, 21 

but I didn't quite hear it. 22 
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  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I think we're 1 

going to have to wait and see what they do with 2 

the clock as a result of their review with the 3 

Commission of Fine Arts. 4 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Okay. 5 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Can I ask for one 6 

point of clarification with Commissioner 7 

Turnbull.  There was something -- and 8 

Commissioner Turnbull later supported part of 9 

the lighting, so I want to make sure we're not 10 

getting in that -- 11 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I think they 12 

liked the wharf lighting, those light fixtures 13 

along the wharf they seemed to appreciate how--14 

  MR. GLASGOW:  By the -- and all 15 

that, over at that area. 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. 17 

  MR. GLASGOW:   And I just wanted to 18 

make sure that wasn't the lighting that you were 19 

talking about separate lighting from that. 20 

  MR. SEAMAN:  Yes. They were the 21 

lantern lights that were on the wharf? 22 



 

 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 
 
 231 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yes.  Yes. 1 

I guess I'm just concerned that the overall 2 

impact of the lighting, you know I went back. 3 

I was talking about a hierarchy. I'm looking 4 

at Pennsylvania Avenue how it's dated, but it 5 

had a very a very -- and you looked at the 6 

intersections, you looked at the lighting the 7 

streets and then you had some very low, the eight 8 

foot lighting that just highlights the grounds, 9 

kind of like roundish -- there was a whole 10 

thought plan on how you light a street like that. 11 

 That I think you need here. 12 

  I think you need a hierarchy of how 13 

you're lighting major intersections, the 14 

grounds, the paving, the architecture. I don't 15 

see a unified -- I mean even with Commissioner 16 

May, we're talking about the rigging, the 17 

uplighting. We're looking at getting more LEED 18 

sensitive here. 19 

  You've got to -- as I said before, 20 

I used the word "conundrum."  You got a 21 

difficult thing trying to do lighting with 22 
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architectural features and elements that you 1 

want to highlight, but you also need to have 2 

a sensitive lighting that we think is going to 3 

be a balance in this area.  I think we've talked 4 

about having a sensitive lighting for this whole 5 

community. 6 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Okay.  I appreciate 7 

that. I think that helps clarify for us. And 8 

we'll get back.  I just wanted to make sure 9 

wasn't some inconsistency that we were trying 10 

to resolve. 11 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yes. 12 

  MR. GLASGOW:  I shouldn't say 13 

"inconsistency.  Different views -- 14 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Right. 15 

  MR. GLASGOW:  -- that were mutually 16 

exclusive. But I think we're okay. 17 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  18 

Does that help? 19 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes. 20 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  The next item I have 21 

for Commissioner Turnbull is the entrance to 22 
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the hotel seems awkward.  He was concerned about 1 

the plaza area there. 2 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Well, I 3 

think you've got a lot going on.  You have the 4 

tree, you have the seating, you have the Yacht 5 

Club up there. I think you're trying to 6 

turnaround cars.  It's, again, we think someone 7 

mentioned talking about paving.  Is there going 8 

to be some kind of a demarkation in the paving 9 

that helps clarify where people walk and you 10 

turn?  I think it gets down to the whole of the 11 

architecture of the landscape planting and how 12 

that really works. And I think that's probably 13 

what we need to see is how you're going to 14 

coordinate that and to show landscaping wise 15 

it may be better how we integrate that better. 16 

  You know, it's a wonderful idea.  17 

I think but that you got a mix of uses; people, 18 

cars, buildings, people out there sitting. And 19 

right now I don't see the plan as full as I'd 20 

like to see that would explain to me what's going 21 

on.  22 
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  MS. SCHELLIN:  Okay.  Commissioner 1 

Turnbull said he'd like to see clearer drawings 2 

to show some of the brick work. 3 

  Commissioner Cohen brought up -- 4 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  The 5 

materials.  As I think Commissioner May got on 6 

it too that as you get -- you show a picture, 7 

but it's kind of fuzzy, you really can't see 8 

what's going on.  I think we need some clearer 9 

drawings that show what really happens on some 10 

of the facades. 11 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Can I put that as 12 

details also? 13 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yes. Yes. 14 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Details for the 15 

drawings? 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  And from my 17 

point of view if you start out by just looking 18 

at everything that's fuzzy and replace it with 19 

something that's clear, that will help a lot. 20 

  There are some areas where we're not 21 

seeing -- you know the drawings aren't really 22 
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good at showing at showing the materiality.  1 

And so, I mean a more careful look of that I 2 

think would also be helpful. 3 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Right. 4 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Commissioner Cohen 5 

was concerned about the cars and pedestrian mix 6 

and the Mews. The Applicant advised that they 7 

would provide the dimensions of that area. 8 

  Commissioner May, as he just said, 9 

a lot of the drawings were fuzzy.  You would 10 

like to have clearer drawings provided. 11 

  He also asked for complete 12 

elevations of 3A and 3B on the north side. 13 

  The portal to the Mews is treated 14 

as a gap in the building, the southeast side. 15 

Nothing to indicate it's a portal. 16 

  The roof relief on both structures 17 

is not very well considered. It seems to be 18 

pushing everything to the interior area.  And 19 

he doesn't think that's a good idea.  Getting 20 

some setback all around would be better. 21 

  He was concerned about the ten to 22 
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15 foot recess on the facade where the WMATA 1 

shaft it located.  Thinks it creates an unsafe 2 

space. 3 

  The blank brick wall where the 4 

service space is where the L is formed, page 5 

2.2.7, I believe you wanted an elevation of that? 6 

  7 

  He questions the need for a two story 8 

building where the dockmaster would be located. 9 

Would be helpful to have more information on 10 

the building's use. 11 

  Not fond of the rigging towers. The 12 

bases are too big and heavy. Doesn't see need 13 

for the massive towers. He doesn't feel all of 14 

OP's comments were addressed.  I don't know if 15 

that ended up being addressed tonight.  The rest 16 

of them were not. 17 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I think they 18 

were. 19 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  They were?  Okay.   20 

  Back to Commissioner Turnbull,  The 21 

dockmaster building he feels that there are 22 
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quite a few issues that are related to it that 1 

needs to be resolved. 2 

  And page 2.6.3 the dockmaster 3 

perspective, did you want to see something more 4 

with that? 5 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  No, I just 6 

think it got back to we had questions, I think 7 

Commissioner May, about an operational issue. 8 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Okay.   9 

  COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  What's 10 

really happening there. What does that building 11 

really want to be then?  Is it just public space? 12 

 What's happening? What does the dockmaster -- 13 

you know, I think I was mirroring some of 14 

Commissioner May's comments. 15 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Okay.  OP will 16 

contact the harbor master to see if can provide 17 

further response. 18 

  Commissioner Hood would like to see 19 

the Applicant talk with Seven Seas and others 20 

regarding their concerns on the water and the 21 

Channel. And Commissioner Turnbull said 22 
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somebody that includes the mooring plan. 1 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Mr. 2 

Schellin, we've also asked OP to contact the 3 

Corps of Engineers.  We also asked for greater 4 

detail on the entire Channel and, you know the 5 

presentation that was provide or any additional 6 

information on the Channel harbor. 7 

  And then I'm going to ask the 8 

Applicant to double side everything because I 9 

do worry about trees and their survival. 10 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  I think that 11 

covers it.  Anything else?  Okay.  We're all 12 

set? 13 

  VICE CHAIRPERSON COHEN:  Yes. 14 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Let me ask, when we 15 

do deliberations, we have two more parts of this 16 

case. 17 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Yes. We have a 18 

hearing on the 12th and on the 23rd. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Let me ask the 20 

Commissioner -- that's when we're going to 21 

wrap-up the 31st. Do the Commissioners feel like 22 
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we need to have this along with another regularly 1 

scheduled meeting to deliberate or do we think 2 

it's going to be enough that we could probably 3 

do it by -- or do we want to wait? 4 

  I'm just trying to think ahead so 5 

we can start getting some dates. 6 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I mean, I think 7 

maybe it's a little too early to decide.  8 

Because there's going to be some significant 9 

evolution of the design still. And so I'm not 10 

sure. 11 

  I mean I'd hate to schedule a special 12 

meeting for it and then just look at it and say 13 

"You know what?  We're not ready to make a 14 

decision about this." 15 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  I don't want us to 16 

schedule anything.  I just want us to start 17 

thinking about that. 18 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes. Yes. 19 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Because sometimes 20 

with all these issues and cases, I don't know 21 

whether I'm hearing waterfront or another case. 22 
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  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I think it's 1 

worth thinking about, though. 2 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.   3 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I'd like to keep 4 

our options open 5 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  It's 6 

something we can think about. 7 

  Okay.  Anything else, 8 

Commissioners? 9 

  Ms. Schellin, anything else? 10 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Nothing. 11 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  We will -- 12 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Mr. Chairman -- 13 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Oh, I'm sorry. 14 

  MR. GLASGOW:  I just wanted to make 15 

sure that on a number of these items would be 16 

things that are coming back, you know on the 17 

31st.  I wanted to make sure there wasn't an 18 

expectation like tonight, there were eight or 19 

nine things that were out there and I just ticked 20 

them off and said, okay, here's where we're at. 21 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  Does 22 
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anybody need anything before the 31st? 1 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I would hope 2 

that the drawings that we see in the 12th are 3 

going to be of better quality than what we saw 4 

here. I mean, maybe they are already. I don't 5 

know.   6 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  They are. You've 7 

already received them, as a matter of fact. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Yes, I know I've 9 

received -- 10 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  A copy. 11 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  I mean, I 12 

haven't looked at them to know if they're any 13 

better quality. 14 

  MS. SCHELLIN:  Well I don't know 15 

about that. 16 

  COMMISSIONER MAY:  Well, that's the 17 

issue. If they're not better quality, you might 18 

want to have some better quality images by the 19 

time we get here. 20 

  MR. GLASGOW:  Yes.  Understood on 21 

that one. 22 
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  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  All right.  1 

Anything else? 2 

  MR. GLASGOW:  No, sir. 3 

  CHAIRMAN HOOD:  Okay.  I want to 4 

thank everyone. We will continue this on July 5 

12th at 6:30.  Thank you. We'll see you then. 6 

  (Whereupon, at 10:24 p.m., the 7 

hearing was adjourned to reconvene on July 12th, 8 

2012 at 6:30 p.m.) 9 

 10 

 11 


